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GENEALOGY HELP AVAILABLE BEFORE EVERY MEETING!
Come to the meeting 30 minutes early and get some help. We have “experts” that will get you on

Have you done your DNA test and received the results back? Now what??
Are you confused? Who are all those people and how close is a 7th cousin, once removed?
Do you even want to know? If you have questions...come to the June 12 meeting and find
some answers...
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
It was good to see so many of you at our annual meeting and potluck. Those of you who were unable to
attend missed a fun event. I want to thank last year’s board for their support during the year. I know our new
board will be just as good, with Lin Gookin, and Judi Lewis.
You will see in another section of the newsletter information regarding ordering tees and sweatshirts with
the society logo. Thanks to Kate Baum for her time and effort in putting the ordering information together. This is in response to members request. You can print an order form from our website or they will be
available at the next two
meetings.
We have received our
our meetings. They are

new society brochures which will be available at the TCGS library, and at
very professional looking, thanks to Lorna Wick and Betty Sparagna.

In April the Audit committee completed their audit of the society financial reports and found everything in
order. Lori East has done a great job as Treasurer and Judi Lewis, who will succeed her, next year, has greatly assisted with the budget reports. Thanks to both ladies for a job well done.
I am looking forward to this coming year. I think we have some very interesting programs scheduled
through June of 2018. Stories from the Heart was so popular that we have decided to have it as an annual
event.
Good luck in your research.

Pat Perry
TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - OCTOBER 14, 2017
FAMILY HISTORY CENTER IN SONORA
CATHERINE SEVENAU - Writer, Speaker, Humorist - Genealogist: 9am - 11:45am
AFTERNOON CLASSES : Beginning Genealogy; LDS Family Search & Relative Finder; Timelines; Find-AGrave

Cost: Members of TCGS $25; Non-Members $30; At Door $35
LUNCH INCLUDED
Send payment to: TCGS, P.O. Box 3956, Sonora, CA 95370 or pay online at:
tcgen.org

Call (209) 532-1317 Tues., Thurs., Sat. for more information

STRANGE TRADITION…HIDING SHOES IN THE WALLS
Concealed shoes are a tradition that came over from Europe. The Romans are
thought to have brought it to England, and the English brought it here. It showed
up in the colonies very early, especially in New England. In medieval times, people
did it to ward off evil spirits. In the 19th century, they did it for good luck or to be
remembered. Thousands have been found in this country —
they’re always well-worn and almost always singles, rarely
pairs.
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THE LIBRARY CORNER
As you all probably know by now, Carlo De Ferrari passed away on the evening of April 21 st 2017. He
was 93 years old, an avid collector of anything regarding Tuolumne County and the largest contributor
of what we have in the De Ferrari county archives. He was the rescuer of much of our county history
and was a prodigious writer. For many of you members, who have been to the archives for a tour,
know that there are thousands of cards, films, books, newspapers and maps on Tuolumne County. Most of our members are not originally from this county so you think that, although a wonderful
resource for locals, it can’t help you in your genealogical research. I beg to differ! Carlo collected
books, maps and newspapers from all over the nation. His goal was to research anyone who came to
this county during the gold rush. Consequently, his collection of books contain many other states,
county histories and even the civil war. I will be sharing some of these book titles with you in the coming months but today I want to share some exciting news about the newspapers on film that he also
brought to the archives.
Below is a list of microfilms that have been digitized and are accessible at the De Ferrari Archives, the
county recorder’s office and soon to be connected to the county public library computers. I decided to
leave out the Tuolumne County newspapers and only give a list of the out of county and out of state
newspapers that you might be interested in searching.

Alta Californian 1/4/1849-12/31/1859
Alta Californian 1860-1863
American Eagle 3/3/1864-8/27/1864
American Flag 11/27/1862-2/18/1864
Arkansas Gazette 11/15/1849-12/28/1855
Baltimore Sun 12/21/1848-12/5/1850
Belleville Advocate, (IL) 8/1846-9/1852
Boston Evening Transcript 1/1849-12/1849
Brownlow’s Knoxville Wig 5/13/1846-5/21/1853 California Star 1/9/1812/23/1848
Cleveland Plain Dealer (OH) 1849-1850
Fort Smith Herald (AR) 12/13/1848-2/21/1852
Grand Rapids Enquirer (MI)7/4/1845-9/28/1853 Illustrated London News 1/6/1849-12/31/1850
Los Angeles Star 1851-1855
Louisville Daily Journal 1/1/1849-12/31/1849
Marysville Weekly Herald 8/6/1850-12/11/1855 Mobile Daily Register (AL)1/1850-12/1850
Monterey Weekly Californian 1846-1848
Mountain Democrat 2/25/1854-12/28/1861
New York Herald 1/1849-12/1849
New York Herald Tribune 9/1848-4/1850
New York Tribune 5/1850-12/1850
Oregon Spectator 2/5/1846-3/10/1855
Pacific News 9/8/1849-7/31/1850
Pensacola Gazette (FL) 2/1843-3/1851
Placer Times 4/28/1849-6/7/1850
Sacramento Transcript 4/1/1850-3/31/1851
San Francisco Bulletin 7/1859-12/1860
San Francisco Daily Herald 6/1859 -12/1860
San Francisco Daily Courier 7/1/1850-10/29/1851 San Francisco Herald 6/1/1852-12/31/1853
San Francisco Daily Pacific News 8/1850-4/1851 San Francisco Picayune 1850-1853
San Joaquin Republican 1851-1862
Stockton Democrat 1857-1861
Stockton Journal 1850-1852
Texas State Gazette (TX) 9/25/1849-1/17/1857
The Amador Dispatch 1/1/1863-12/30/1871
The Norwich Courier 3/1/1849-2/25/1851
Stockton Times & Tuolumne Intelligencer1850-1851 The Desert News (UT) 6/15/1856/25/1856
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from Library Corner, page 3)
The Pennsylvanian (Philadelphia) 11/1848-11/1849 The Polynesian (HI) 7/11/1846-5/6/1854
The True Fissure (NV) 1881-1884
Weekly Stockton Democrat 12/6/185 -12/15/1861
The Mountain Democrat is one of the earliest newspapers in California, it is from El Dorado County. Pacific
News is a San Francisco paper, as is the California Star and the early Placer Times is from Sacramento. Stop by
the archives any Tuesday or Thursday between 9-2 pm as that is when our volunteers will be there to help
you access the newspapers.
Our society library on Bradford St. is now open for your use. Brenda Hix has finished the cataloguing. Do
come and appreciate the hard work of Brenda and Lin Gookin.
Below is the query list of Surnames or Subject the library received for April and May:
Ennis
Ball
Peterson Diamond

Kristine
LONG TIME MEMBERS PASS AWAY
MARGERY MOTCH, one of our long time members has passed
away. She and her husband John have been active members for
many years. She was a familiar
face at every meeting and always came to the Christmas
Brunch. She will be missed very
much and our thoughts go out to
John.

CARLO DE FERRARI, certainly one
of our most well known members,
dearly loved by all who knew him,
will be sorely missed! He contributed so very much to our society
and to Tuolumne County with his
endless knowledge and willingness
to share it with us. Treasure that
he was, his legacy will live on in the hearts and minds of this
community.

MORE HELPFUL WEB PAGES
TO LOOK AT...
GEORGIA HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS
(FREE)
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/Topics/
Media.html
SOUTHERN CAMPAIGNS REVOLUTIONARY WAR PENSION STATEMENTS
& ROSTERS
Those who fought in the South in the
Revolutionary War…A really GOOD
website!
http://revwarapps.org/index.htm

When everything is
coming your way,
you're in the wrong
lane.
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Thousands of books can be stored in a very small computer or in a tablet computer or even a flash
drive. This company will digitize your collection for you for next to nothing! It’s really amazing.
Scanning a book is a tedious process, and if you have tried then you know how really difficult and time consuming it is. Now a new online service promises to do the job at a modest price: one dollar per 100-page book. The
same service will also scan documents, photographs, business cards, and even the old greeting cards from relatives you have been saving all these years.
1DollarScan is the U.S. division of a company called Bookscan that has been in business for a number of years.
Anyone can use 1DollarScan by filling out an online order form and then shipping the books or other materials
to 1DollarScan's offices in San Jose, California. The company scans them and converts them into PDF files and
also performs OCR (optical character recognition) to create a text layer behind the images to make the text
searchable and selectable. The PDF files and text files can be sent to the customer by download or on DVD
disks.
Books :

Business Documents: 10 pages = 1 set





1-100 pages rounds up to 1 Set.
101-200 pages rounds up to 2 Sets.
201–300 pages rounds up to 3 Sets. etc.
Simply round up to the nearest 100th.

Typical examples: items with no ISBN Number, yearbooks,
notebooks, journals, manuals, binders, notes, etc.
Photos: 10 photos = 1 set

1 Set costs $1.00
Check out their website for more information:

WEBSITES TO CHECK OUT


CALIFORNIA WILLS AND PROBATE RECORDS, 1850-1953
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=8639



LEARN ABOUT OLD PHOTOGRAPHS. DATE THEM, IDENTIFY PEOPLE IN FAMILIES, CLOTHING, HAIR
STYLES, HOW TO CARE FOR OLD PHOTOS.
https://maureentaylor.com/learn/



CHART OF COUSINS – HOW THEY ARE RELATED
http://flowingdata.com/2014/11/05/chart-of-cousins

YOU KNOW YOU’RE ADDICTED
TO GENEALOGY WHEN…
You introduce your children as descendants...
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Changes to FHL, Microfilm Addressed at #RootsTech 2017
At the FamilySearch luncheon at RootsTech 2017 Diane Loosle presented “Who Moved My Microfilm: The
Truth Behind the Library You Have Always Loved.” Diane is the FamilySearch Salt Lake Family History Library
director and is senior vice president of FamilySearch patron services.
Diane pointed out that old processes like mercury treatment, lobotomy, and bloodletting have died. Old products are displaced. As change happens we have to adapt. She showed a graph of the decrease over time of visitors to the Family History Library and observed that none of us want the library to die.
She has heard a number of rumors about the Family History Library:
 You have to come to Salt Lake City.
 You’re closing because everything is going digital.
 You’re throwing out books.
 You don’t have expertise in the library anymore.
 You don’t care about researchers anymore.
“These are so not true,” Diane said. “Let me just share what really is going on.”
The library regularly seeks feedback from users and adjusts accordingly. They have added photo scanners, microfilm scanners, book scanners, and slide scanners. They provide services to visiting family history societies.
(See Familysearch.org/locations/library_group_visits.) They have added rooms which societies, family reunions, and groups can reserve: five computer labs, a 60 or 120-seat auditorium, and a video conference room.
“We love our books,” Diane said. Back 120 years ago as the Genealogical Society of Utah, FamilySearch started
collecting books. The library continues to add books. In the past two years they have added 5,376 books,
enough to fill 450 feet of shelf space. Stacked, that would be taller than the Church Office Building (the tall
building a block East of the library). The library runs out of space and has to place books in long-term storage.
FamilySearch is digitizing the books you use at the library. They started with family histories. You should consult family histories to see what research has already been done. You can do every-word searches on digitized
family histories, even if the original had no index. They are digitizing serials and periodicals . Access the digitized books at Books.familysearch.org [although you must be at the library to access copyrighted books]. The
online collection, which has grown to over 330,000 books, includes books from significant genealogical book
collections from across the United States.
FamilySearch is digitizing the microfilm you use at the library. “Microfilm is a dying technology,” Diane said.
“We’re going to have to make some changes there.” Access the digitized microfilm at FamilySearch.org. Search
the FamilySearch catalog to find digitized microfilm.
The library has substantial expertise via paid and volunteer staff. To give you access to experts without wasting
time waiting in line, the library has implemented a pager system. Average wait time is five minutes. Last year
expert library staff presented 282 webinars. For more information or to watch a previous webinar, visit https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Family_History_Library_Classes_and_Webinars.“We feel responsible to
make sure everyone can discover and find out about their heritage,” Diane said. “The expert in anything was
once a beginner.” Consequently, the library has built a discovery floor designed to engage a new group of people in family history. (See my article, “FamilySearch Unveils Latest Discovery Center at RootsTech.”)
(continued on page 7)
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(continued from page 6)
The library is planning future adjustments because of patron feedback. Expert patrons would like a quicker
path to the library expert, so they are working on a fast path system (think Disneyland fast pass). Some patrons would like noise-free zones, so they will work to provide that.
“I don’t want you to ever have to come to Salt Lake because it’s the only place you can get a resource. I want
to get that resource to you where ever you are,” Diane said. “But I want you to want to come to Salt Lake to
the Family History Library…to have a really wonderful experience.”
From “The Ancestry Insider” , Thursday, March 2, 2017
The Ancestry Insider is the unofficial, unauthorized view of Ancestry.com and FamilySearch.org. The Ancestry Insider reports on, defends, and constructively criticizes these two websites and associated topics. The
author attempts to fairly and evenly support both. It can be found at:

http://www.ancestryinsider.org/
Unfortunately, as of May 19, he has decided to say “farewell” to his Blog...but you can access
the many archived additions that will still be there. It’s a really interesting place!

HOW DO YOU USE GOOGLE WHEN SEARCHING IN A FOREIGN COUNTRY?
An important consideration is to realize that Google runs different search engines in different
parts of the world. For example, Google.com is the search engine for the United States, Google.ca
is used for Canada, while Google.co.uk is the search engine for the United Kingdom. In total,
there are close to 200 different Google search engines.
Most people don't realize that the choice of Google search engine has a profound impact on the
search results that are delivered to you. Choose the right Google search engine when searching
for your ancestors and you will get good results. Choose the wrong one and you will almost certainly come up empty handed. Sometimes, the search results are not even close.
Most Search is Local: Over 80% of all Google searches are for local search results. If you are
looking for something in Sonora, you don’t want results in Los Angeles! Google's computer system is distributed over many server farms in various countries all over the world. To minimize
traffic flow over the global Google network, Google tries to match search queries to the nearest
Google search engine. Different countries use different languages. When people enter a search
query, they want to see the results in their own language.
Archived records, even internet-based archived records, are also usually located within the
country that created the record. For example, a birth record for someone born in France two
hundred years ago is most likely to be found on a French website.
Thus, you should always use the Google search engine for the country where you expect to find
your ancestral record. This is probably the single most important factor in determining your
success in finding your ancestors with a Google search.
List of Google Search Engines by Country/Region
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WANT A SOCIETY TEE or SWEAT SHIRT?
Tuolumne County Genealogical Society will be ordering Tee-Shirts and Sweat-Shirts in several styles and
colors. If you would like to have a nice shirt displaying our name and logo, come to the monthly meeting,
or come to the Museum on Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday when we are there. During the next two
meetings we will be taking orders. Payment is in advance when you fill out the order form!
PRICES: since there are varying styles, prices may vary, but basic price will be:
Tee shirts (short sleeve), $15 and Sweatshirts (crew neck) $21 all colors
Call the Museum, 209 532-1317 for more information...

Irish Genealogy Toolkit will guide you to your
Irish ancestors
You'll find all the information and contacts you need to help you to discover your heritage in Ireland. Whether
you are just starting out on your family history search or you've already made some headway on your journey,
Irish Genealogy Toolkit will lead you to a greater understanding of how your ancestors lived and where you come
from.

UPCOMING MEETING PROGRAMS
AUGUST - Kathryn Marshall telling the stories she didn’t have time to tell at our seminar in
October. Kathryn is always a fun and interesting speaker.
SEPTEMBER - Pat Perry, Sonora City Historian will present a PowerPoint presentation on
Sonora’s Jewish community in Tuolumne County in the 1800s.
OCTOBER - As a follow-up to September’s meeting, Pat Perry will lead a tour of Sonora’s
Hebrew cemetery on Yaney Ave. There will be no meeting at the Tuolumne County Library
on this date.
NOVEMBER - Jeff Wilson with Terzich-Wilson Funeral home will give us an update on the
various cemeteries in Tuolumne County, and researching cemetery records.
DECEMBER - Christmas Brunch at Sonora Hills Club Room
COMMEMORATIVE BRICKS FOR MUSEUM COURTYARD AVAILABLE
The Tuolumne County Historical Society is offering Commemorative Bricks for the Museum Courtyard.
These are laser-engraved and will be a permanent part of the beautiful courtyard at the side of the Museum
on Bradford Street. Two sizes are available: 4”x8” and 8”x8”. If you would like to remember someone by ordering a brick, do so as soon as possible, as the number is limited. Contact TCHS at the Museum during visiting hours, or go online at www.TCHistory.org.
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FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES THAT HELP US...
SHARES
REWARDS
TOTAL

AMAZON SMILES
TOTAL:

$4,980.50
Our society has made
this much money by
giving your telephone
number to the clerk at

DO YOU KNOW HOW TO
SIGN UP??? go to

Please check your SaveMart receipts to make sure you
are signed up for our SaveMart fundraiser. . SaveMart
has done away with the SHARE cards and have gone to
an eScrip program. If you think you have signed up, but
are not sure the Society is getting the benefit, look at
the bottom of your receipt to see if there is text saying:
“your shares eligible total is $18.76 (example)”. If not,
go to: escript.com/shares and sign up again.

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS…
(If you have moved or changed your email ad-

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
MEETINGS
COMPUTER TECH GROUP
Explore problem areas dealing with computers and
genealogy. Bring your questions and we will discuss them and try to find solutions. We are not
discussing your genealogy problems...just those
relating to the computer!
MEETS: 12PM on ODD MONTHS. Meetings are
in the County Library on Greenley Rd., before the
regular Monthly Meeting. Bring lunch if desired.

Next Meeting

JULY 10

Next Meeting
JUNE 12

dress, let us know and it will be changed in the
Roster)
NEW MEMBERS:




REETHA (YOUNG) LEE
DIANNE ROGERS
LINDA SMITH

MEMBERSHIP ROSTERS
Membership Rosters are available at the Museum
or by e-mail (send request to info@tcgen.org
If your information is not correct, please let us know by
sending an e-mail message to:
Betty Sparagna, info@tcgen.org
or call Betty at 532-1317.
Thank you for helping us to keep our
Membership Roster up-to-date!

Betty Sparagna, TCGS Registrar

THE WRITERS GROUP
Contacts:
Pat Perry at 586-3214
or Marilyn Fullam at 588-9873.
This group meets on EVEN MONTHS except
December. At 12 pm. Meetings are at the
County Library on Greenley Rd.
This is an informal group that meets to share
information and encourage the writing of our
family histories.
You can come and bring your lunch if you’re
working!
Our regular general meeting follows at 2 pm
in the same room so plan on staying through.
Come on out!
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PLACES TO DO GENEALOGY
RESEARCH LOCALLY

JUNE 2017




LDS Church
19481 Hillsdale Dr.
Sonora 209 536-9206
Hours—Tue, Wed, Thurs
10AM to 4 PM &
6:30 PM to 9 PM

GENERAL MEETING
June 12 - 2 PM
Public Library
Conference Room



BOARD MEETING
June 19 - 9:30 AM



158 W. Bradford St.
Sonora 209 532-1317
Hours— Tues, Thurs
10 AM to 4 PM
Sat 10 AM to 3:30 PM
Email: info@tcgen.org
Website: www.tcgen.org

JULY 2017
GENERAL MEETING
July 10 - 2 PM
Public Library
Conference Room


BOARD MEETING



July 17 - 9:30 AM
Papa’s New Roost

Label Language
(Dues Reminder)
Take a look at your Gold Digger label.
If your name is in red and you see either
“4/17”or “5/17” by your name, your
dues are due now. Although you have 
60 days to renew your dues, please do so
now..
Fill out the application on the following
page
(if there are no changes, just your
name will do) and mail your check to

TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY LIBRARY

Papa’s New Roost



FAMILY HISTORY CENTER

TUOLUMNE COUNTY LIBRARY
480 Greenley Rd.
Sonora 209 533-5507

Hours— Tuesday - Saturday
10 AM to 6 PM
Closed: Sunday, Monday
& Holidays
COLUMBIA STATE PARK ARCHIVES
11255 Jackson St., Columbia (Hwy 49)
Must Call for appt.
Open Tues. 12-3pm, Thurs. 10-1pm
2nd Sat. of month 12-2pm
Sherrin Grout 209-532-8673

the Society’s PO Box 3956 (on the Form ) or give to the Registrar at the next
meeting.
If you have already mailed your check for dues, please disregard this notice.
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TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 3956, Sonora, California 95370-3956
LIBRARY – 158 W. Bradford Street, Sonora
Email: info@tcgen.org
ONLY FOR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Name______________________________________________________________________________
P.O. Box or Street Address_____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number

Home________________________________Work__________________________

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP
Please check box for the
Regular/Individual

type of membership for which you are including a check:

$20

Patron/Organization $50

Family $28

Life $300

Individual

Receive Golden Roots

by mail

Or

or Married Couple
Electronically

Make checks payable to TCGS and mail to PO Box 3956, Sonora Ca 95370 Canceled check is your
receipt.
If you would like a membership card sent to you, please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Yes, I want a membership card. SASE is enclosed.
I would like to make a donation to the Society,
Signature
of
Date___________________________________

No, I don’t want a membership card.

Amount ______________
Applicant________________________________

NEED WORK DONE
ON YOUR
COMPUTER?
House

calls….

STEVE FINIGIAN
Sierra Network
Services & Home
Computer Repairs
209
0100

743-

TOTE BAGS
$15 EACH
GREAT FOR SALT LAKE CARRY YOUR RESEARCH
MATERIAL ANYWHERE!
HUNTER GREEN WITH OUR
TCGS LOGO ON THE SIDE.
ROOMY, WIDE
AND SIDES.

BOTTOM

Available at Museum Library or
Meetings
AVAILABLE AT MEETINGS
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Tuolumne County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 3956
Sonora Ca 95370-3956

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

GOLD DIGGERS is published bi-monthly by Tuolumne County Genealogical Society, 158 W. Bradford St., Sonora / P.O. Box 3956
Sonora, CA 95370-3956, for the benefit of the membership. There is no charge for GOLD DIGGERS

OFFICERS / BOARD MEMBERS

Immediate Past President: Susan Strope
Ways & Means - Sylvia Roberts/Theresa Dyer

President: Pat Perry
Vice-President: Phil VanSwoll

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Recording Secretary: Pixie Bolles

Hospitality: Kristine Childress, Brenda Hix

Treasurer: Lori East

Publicity: Cheryl Maddox

Registrar: Lin Gookin / Betty Sparagna

Salt Lake City: Rolene Kiesling

Library Director: Lori East

Programs: Committee

Education: Judi Lewis

Parliamentarian: Susan Strope

Corresponding Secretary: Dee Baumann
Newsletter Editor: Judy Herring

Historian - not filled
Mentoring Program - Sunny Seidel

Website Administrator : Lorna Dillon Wick

Library Technician: Judy Herring

MUSEUM/GENEALOGY LIBRARY: 158 W. Bradford St. Phone: 209 532-1317
OPEN: Tuesday & Thursday—10:00 a. m. to 4:00 p. m.
SATURDAY— 10:00 a. m. to 3:30 p. m.

http:/www.tcgen.org email: info@tcgen.org
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