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“STORIES FROM THE HEART”

WHAT WAS IT REALLY LIKE

MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS

IN THE “GOOD OLD DAYS”
Susan Strope

2PM

2PM

County Library

County Library

480 Greenley Rd., Sonora

480 Greenley Rd., Sonora

GENEALOGY HELP AVAILABLE BEFORE EVERY MEETING!
Come to the meeting 30 minutes early and get some help. We have “experts” that will get you on

MARCH PROGRAM WILL BE UNIQUE AND INTERESTING...

We often hear friends and relatives use the phrase “the good old days.” But were they really? What
was it really like when our parents and grandparents were raising their families in America? Have you
ever wondered what our last two generations did for entertainment, work, education, even everyday
chores? Susan Strope would like to take you on a journey back in time to explore the daily lives of

1

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
We had a fun program Monday night with many sharing their family treasurers. At the end of the
meeting one of the members mentioned that they would like to know more about DNA. A lively discussion followed, with Judy Herring and Phil VanSwoll agreeing to chair our June meeting, the topic
being DNA. They will be presenting some information and also facilitating what should be a fun, interesting and informative discussion. Judy is posting some websites in another section of this newsletter. This is a subject of interest to all of our members. Many have had their DNA done, but aren’t
sure exactly what to do next. The June meeting should be most helpful to everyone.
At our board meeting we appointed Lori East, Betty Sparagna, Kristine Childres, Sunny Seidel and
Lin Gookin to be on the nominating committee. We currently have three positions open, Treasurer,
newsletter editor, and Golden Roots editor. These are all very important positions and we really
need three people to step forward. All three people currently in the positions are happy to assist the
new person in learning the job. You won’t be left alone, or in the dark! Please consider very seriously volunteering for one of these positions. Serving on the board is a great way to get to know our society members better.
Good luck with your research.

Pat Perry

FROM YOUR EDITOR: With the April-May newsletter, I will
be retiring. As much as I have enjoyed doing this publication, I find that I want to move on to other things. So….I am
looking for some wonderful person to take over. Is that
You? I will, of course, get you going and will be there for advice. If you have any desire at all to get involved, please let
me know at: herring@mlode.com
Judy
FAMILY TREE MAKER REMINDER
If you own a 2014 version from Ancestry.com of this product, you need to go to this
website, click on “mailing list” and sign up to get a replacement version from the new
owner of Family Tree Maker. It will still sync to your online tree. If you have an older
version, you can purchase a new one for $39.95 (vs. regular price $69.95). There are other
options available. Read the FACS page. http://www.mackiev.com/ftm/
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THE LIBRARY CORNER
Another year has begun and many of you are doing your winter clean up of cabinets and drawers. While you are deciding what has value and what you will throw away, think of our genealogy
library. If you have folders, binders, genealogy books, resource books, 3 ring index inserts or anything that you think would be of value to the library, please bring it in before you toss it. It wouldn't
hurt to let us check it out before you throw it out.
An example is a book we just received from Harold Wesley. Thank you Harold! "Place-Names of
Great Britain and Ireland," by John Field. This book describes, "Much of the history that lies behind
the founding and growth of a town or village is often reflected in its name. With the passing of time,
however, the image becomes blurred and the pronunciation unrecognizable, so that we do not realize
the descriptive words that we are using when we tell people where we live. Argyll, for example, is
the boundary of the Gaels; Baldrine (in the Isle of Man) a blackthorn farm; Banff a little pig."
In this annotated dictionary, John Field has provided an insight into the past, explaining the derivation
and probable meanings of our place-names, from city to hamlet to well-known beauty spot."
Since I have mentioned Ireland, I want to tell those of you who don't already know, that I found something wonderful on Heritage Quest. They have Find A Grave for many nations including UK, Ireland,
Mexico and Australia. I found the cemetery for one of my Irish families. Take a peek and see if you
can find a treasure too.
Below is
the
 Reynolds, Noonan, Dewey
 Providence & Consuella Mines
query list
of Sur Stafford
names or
Subject
the library received for November and December:

DON’T FORGET…..
You can always come to the Genealogy Library on Bradford St. and use Ancestry.com on our computers. Or, you can
go to the Family History Center on Hillsdale Dr. and use it there! Both offer
FREE ACCESS!

TWO HATS WERE HANGING ON A HAT RACK IN THE HALLWAY. ONE SAID TO THE OTHER,
“YOU STAY HERE, I’LL GO ON A HEAD…..”

REMEMBER
TO RECYCLE!
The Genealogical Society has an account at the
Recycle Center on Camage Dr. in Sonora.
When you take your things, ask them to give
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HOW TO MAKE SPECIAL GERMAN CHARACTERS
The German language has several special characters and they don’t appear on the normal
typing keyboard. Here are tips on how to create these elusive characters:
(make sure NUM LOCK is on, and do typing on number pad keys)


For ä hold down ALT and type 132 (lift finger after typing)



For ö hold down ALT and type 148



For ü hold down ALT and type 129



For Ä hold down ALT and type 142



For Ö hold down ALT and type 153



For Ü hold down ALT and type 154



For ß hold down ALT and type 225
LONGTIME MEMBER GONE

Bonnie Pauahi Stevens
passed away at her
home in Honolulu, Hawaii on October 13,
2016. She was diagnosed with cancer during the summer and decided against treatment. She was born in
Hawaii but lived in Groveland for many
years, making many friends in the genealogy
community here and helping at our society
library. She went on trips to Salt Lake with
us, and was one of the founders of STCHS.
Bonnie has kept up friendships here ever
since she moved back
to
Hawaii and will be
dearly missed by all
that
knew her.
ALOHA, BONNIE

GETTING THE BEST FROM
GOOGLE
Being more specific while using Google’s search
engine can lead to greater flow in relevant genealogical information. In order to maximize Google
for your genealogy searches, take note of the following:


Use quotations around specific names or
phrases, such as “john green”. The quotations
ensure that the words are not just found at some
point on the website, but that they must be together and in that order.



Add an asterisk in the search terms, such as
“john*green”. The asterisk acts as a placeholder and google includes results that contain
something in between, such as a middle name
or initial.



Us a dash, such as “john*lincoln”-abraham
(make sure the dash touches). A dash subtracts
or excludes a keyword from search results.



Add a date range, such as “john*lincoln”
-abraham 1790..1830.



In general, when searching for an ancestor it is
best to use the Google search engine in the
country that contains the ancestral record.
Type the phrase google uk to get the website
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GET READY FOR OUR JUNE PROGRAM
Familiarize yourself with DNA so that you may get the most out of our June program featuring Judy
Herring and Phil VanSwoll discussing DNA Results. If you have been tested and can’t quite figure out
what’s going on with the results come to the meeting. But, before you do, do some homework and watch
some videos online to explain it a little more, so when we meet you will better informed. Here are some
to try:
FAMILY TREE DNA - GO HERE:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEkuxldCJ4k (INTRODUCTION)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekB9LY_aL04 (GOOD YDNA -SURNAMES EXPLANATIONS)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAQlZZxmk_o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXtWJ4OzBec
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAQlZZxmk_o&t=765s
(Look for more webinars for this company, these are just a few)
ANCESTRY.COM RESULTS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmbmAt5bm34 part 1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LG-8Y19ANCc part 2

all good

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kv3_JCWUF-s cousin matches
If you have doubts about how good Genetic Testing is, go to this website and get the view of some critics.

VIDEOS ON YOUTUBE.COM EXPLAINING WAYS
TO USE “GOOGLE” FOR YOUR GENEALOGY
(something to watch in your spare time)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUsaxTM7yrw part 1



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2HOARtRHv74 part 2



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fKI2v4cXls part 3



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lA957WsqO0w part 4



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9UM9hGx7vE part5

OKLAHOMA STATE VITAL RECORDS INDEX
Ok2Explore is a free searchable index of births and deaths that occurred in the state of Oklahoma. Included is limited information on births occurring more than 20 years ago and deaths
occurring more than 5 years ago.
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WOMEN’S RIGHTS DURING THE PAST SEVERAL HUNDRED YEARS AND THE
IMPACT ON OUR GENEALOGY
In New England, the Puritan settlers from England brought their strong religious values with them. They believed a
woman should be subordinate to her husband and dedicate herself to rearing God-fearing children to the best of her
ability. There were ethnic differences in the treatment of women. Among Puritan settlers in New England, wives almost never worked in the fields with their husbands. In German communities in Pennsylvania, however, many women
worked in fields and stables. German and Dutch immigrants granted women more control over property, which was
not permitted in the local English law. Unlike English colonial wives, German and Dutch wives owned their own
clothes and other items and were also given the ability to write wills disposing of the property brought into the marriage.
By 1775, new occupations were opening for women, including weaving, teaching, and tailoring. Tax-supported
schooling for girls began as early as 1767 in New England. It was optional and some towns proved reluctant. Historians point out that reading and writing were different skills in the colonial era. School taught both, but in places without schools, reading was mainly taught to boys and also a few privileged girls. Men handled worldly affairs and needed to read and write. Girls only needed to read (especially religious materials). This educational disparity between
reading and writing explains why the colonial women often could read, but could not write so they used an "X" to
sign their names.
In 1662 the Virginia House of Burgesses passed a law stating that any child born in the colony would follow the status
of its mother, slave or free. This was an overturn of a long held principle of English Common Law, whereby a child's
status followed that of the father; it enabled white men who raped slave women to hide the mixed-race children born
as a result and removed their responsibility to acknowledge, support, or emancipate those children.
"Housewife" is a term referencing a woman’s occupation as a wife as an occupation reserved to the private sphere of
the home. In Colonial America, few occupations were available to women due to the legal institution of coverture.
Under coverture, a woman had no legal identity when married, and everything she did was under a woman’s father or
husband’s authority. In the American colonies, since a majority of the women were married, this meant that the available occupations for women were limited to being a “housewife” or in New England colonies, a “Goodwife. It was
within the colonial household that women had a responsibility to care for her children, husband, and servants.”
The home was the center of the housewife's responsibilities. It was the housewife's obligation to keep the home clean,
food prepared, the children well behaved, and the servants obedient. According to Ulrich, the housewife's domain,
depending upon wealth, would also include "cellars, pantries, brew houses, milk houses, wash houses and butteries".
Not only was she responsible for cooking, baking, milking, spinning, washing, cleaning, child care, but she was also
responsible for home manufacturing. A responsible housewife was supposed to be resourceful with her family's budget which led to manufactured goods being a vital contribution to the success of a household. Since home manufactured goods such as dairy products and textiles were created within the home and by a wife, a woman's husband was
the owner of the goods and also the money received in exchange for the goods produced. When necessary, it was also
the responsibility of the colonial housewife to help her husband in agriculture endeavors or to assist their artisan husbands. Wives would often keep small gardens or even help their husbands in the fields when necessary.
Young girls who looked at their haggard, overworked mothers and wanted to stay single realized they had only two
choices: to marry or become the family “thornback,” the name given to old maids who did the family spinning from
dawn until dusk, They were also known as spinsters, a title still in use sometimes.
Children were important in Colonial America, and it was the woman’s job to mix love and discipline. Mothers were
responsible for the spiritual and civic wellbeing of her children. Good housewives raised good children who would
become upstanding citizens in the community. The Housewife’s role as mother was integral to the family structure
and community structure. As a wife, the woman was to be dutiful, obedient, faithful, and subservient to her husband.
Legal statutes and societal norms allowed for husbands to exert power over their wives, which could result in violent
circumstances. Marriage customs in the various colonies varied, but one thing was universal: marriage was for keeps.
The Angilican Church refused to sanction divorce. Although divorces were supposedly allowed in Massachusetts and
Connecticut, they were nonexistent. For over 100 years before the Revolution, no divorce took place in New York6
where the only way to end a marriage was by special act of the legislature. Some housewives were able to file for di-

vorces, but these instances were not the norm. Many marriages were troubled and there were numerous ads for runaway wives in colonial newspapers.
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 7)
If a wife ran away to her parents, her husband could apply to the court for an order for her return, and an injunction
against her parents for harboring her. Often, he would beat her into submission. In Williamsburg it was legal to beat
your wife. There was only one restriction: the rod could be no thicker than your thumb!
In 1756 Lydia Chapin Taft of Uxbridge, Massachusetts became the only colonial woman known to vote, casting a vote
in the local town hall meeting in place of her deceased husband. From 1775 until 1807, the state constitution in New
Jersey permitted all persons worth fifty pounds who resided in the state for one year to vote; free black people and single women therefore had the vote until 1807, but not married women, as their property ownership was invariably limited.
In the 1740s evangelists ignited a religious revival—called the First Great Awakening—which energized Protestants
up and down the 13 colonies. Women were especially active in the Methodist and Baptist churches that were springing
up everywhere.
Although the women were rarely allowed to preach, they had a voice and a vote in church affairs, and were especially
interested in close monitoring of the moral behavior of church members. The Awakening led many women to be introspective; some kept diaries or wrote memoirs.
The evangelicals worked hard to convert the slaves to Christianity and were especially successful among black women, who played the role of religious specialists in Africa and again in America. Slave women exercised wide-ranging
spiritual leadership among Africans in America in healing and medicine, church discipline, and revivalist enthusiasm.
Women in the mid-18th century, had a significant role in the world of print and the public sphere. The voice of women
was spread through books, newspapers, and popular almanacs. Some women writers sought equal treatment under the
law and became involved in public debates even before the Stamp Act controversy of 1765.
The Revolution had a deep effect on the philosophical underpinnings of American society. One aspect that was drastically changed by the democratic ideals of the Revolution was the roles of women. During this period, the wife's relationship with her husband also became more liberal, as love and affection instead of obedience and subservience began
to characterize the ideal marital relationship. In addition, many women contributed to the war effort through fundraising and running family businesses in the absence of husbands. Whatever gains they had made, however, women still
found themselves subordinated, legally and socially, to their husbands, disenfranchised and with only the role of mother open to them.
Women were not allowed to fight in the Revolution, though many of them did, in their own way. Some by pretending
to be men, others serving as nurses on the battlefield, or taking over cannons when their husbands were killed. The
Revolution created an ongoing debate on the rights of woman and created an environment favorable to women’s participation in politics. For a brief decade, a comprehensive transformation in women’s rights, roles, and responsibilities
seemed not only possible but perhaps inevitable. Women took a small but visible role in the public sphere after 1783.
However the opening of possibilities also began a backlash that actually set back the cause of women’s rights and led
to a greater rigidity that marginalized women from political life.
Clear-cut gender norms prevailed among the farm families who settled in the Midwestern region between 1800 and
1840. Men almost exclusively took care of public matters, such as voting and handling the money. During the migration westward, women's diaries show little interest in financial problems, but great concern with the threat of separation from family and friends. Furthermore, women experienced a physical toll because they were expected to have babies, supervise the domestic chores, care for the sick, and take control of the garden crops and poultry. The women set
up neighborhood social organizations, often revolving around church membership, or quilting parties. They exchanged
information and tips on child-rearing, and helped each other in childbirth.
As the 19th-century progressed, the middle-class family did not have to make what it needed in order to survive, as
previous families had to, and therefore men could now work in jobs that produced goods or services while their wives
and children stayed at home. The ideal woman became one who stayed at home and taught children how to be proper
7
citizens.

GOOD GENEALOGY WEBSITES TO CHECK OUT


Genealogy on Facebook List - Excellent for finding local societies:
https://socialmediagenealogy.com/genealogy-on-facebook-list/



Amazing photos of early California road construction:
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/exhibit/twJCUuaVA4eXIA



If you have ancestors from Australia, here is a “Trove” of information:
http://trove.nla.gov.au/



GenealogyInTime.com newly updated Genealogy Search Engine...put in Ireland genealogy
records and see how many come up!
http://www.genealogyintime.com/tools/genealogy-search-engine.html

UPCOMING MEETING PROGRAMS
APRIL - Carlo De Ferrari Archive – A presentation about items and databases in the archive
will be made by Archivist, Andy Mattos, to be followed by a tour of the facility
which is behind the library.
MAY - Our Annual Business Meeting and Potluck Lunch
We will have our election and installation of new officers. And, of course, our always
wonderful potluck lunch. Plan on coming for a good time, and good food! Special
time of 12pm, at out usual meeting place.
JUNE - DNA Results and how to use them - Judy Herring and Phil VanSwoll will talk about
interpreting the results you got after taking your test. How to wade through the many
potential relatives you have. We may look at a few personal examples so bring your

Photos from
our January
meeting.
Members
showing
their
“Treasures”
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FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES THAT HELP US...
SHARES
REWARDS
TOTAL

AMAZON SMILES
TOTAL:

$4,980.50
Our society has made
this much money by
giving your telephone
number to the clerk at

DO YOU KNOW HOW TO
SIGN UP??? go to

Please check your SaveMart receipts to make sure you
are signed up for our SaveMart fundraiser. . SaveMart
has done away with the SHARE cards and have gone to
an eScrip program. If you think you have signed up, but
are not sure the Society is getting the benefit, look at
the bottom of your receipt to see if there is text saying:
“your shares eligible total is $18.76 (example)”. If not,
go to: escript.com/shares and sign up again.

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS…
(If you have moved or changed your email ad-

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
MEETINGS
COMPUTER TECH GROUP
Explore problem areas dealing with computers and
genealogy. Bring your questions and we will discuss them and try to find solutions. We are not
discussing your genealogy problems...just those
relating to the computer!
MEETS: 12PM on ODD MONTHS. Meetings are
in the County Library on Greenley Rd., before the
regular Monthly Meeting. Bring lunch if desired.

Next Meeting

MARCH 13

Next Meeting
February 13

dress, let us know and it will be changed in the
Roster)
NEW MEMBERS:

No New Members...

MEMBERSHIP ROSTERS
Membership Rosters are available at the Museum
or by e-mail (send request to info@tcgen.org
If your information is not correct, please let us know by
sending an e-mail message to:
Betty Sparagna, info@tcgen.org
or call Betty at 532-1317.
Thank you for helping us to keep our
Membership Roster up-to-date!

Betty Sparagna, TCGS Registrar

THE WRITERS GROUP
Contacts:
Pat Perry at 586-3214
or Marilyn Fullam at 588-9873.
This group meets on EVEN MONTHS except
December. At 12 pm. Meetings are at the
County Library on Greenley Rd.
This is an informal group that meets to share
information and encourage the writing of our
family histories.
You can come and bring your lunch if you’re
working!
Our regular general meeting follows at 2 pm
in the same room so plan on staying through.
Come on out!
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PLACES TO DO GENEALOGY
RESEARCH LOCALLY

FEBRUARY




LDS Church
19481 Hillsdale Dr.
Sonora 209 536-9206
Hours—Tue, Wed, Thurs
10AM to 4 PM &
6:30 PM to 9 PM

GENERAL MEETING
February 13, 2PM
Public Library
Conference Room



BOARD MEETING
February 20, 9:30 A.M.



158 W. Bradford St.
Sonora 209 532-1317
Hours— Tues, Thurs
10 AM to 4 PM
Sat 10 AM to 3:30 PM
Email: info@tcgen.org
Website: www.tcgen.org

MARCH
GENERAL MEETING
March 13, 2PM
Public Library
Conference Room


BOARD MEETING



March 20, 9:30 A.M.
Papa’s New Roost

Label Language
(Dues Reminder)
Take a look at your Gold Digger label.
If your name is in red and you see either
“12/16”or “1/17 by your name, your
dues are due now. Although you have 
60 days to renew your dues, please do so
now..
Fill out the application on the following
page
(if there are no changes, just your
name will do) and mail your check to

TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY LIBRARY

Papa’s New Roost



FAMILY HISTORY CENTER

TUOLUMNE COUNTY LIBRARY
480 Greenley Rd.
Sonora 209 533-5507

Hours— Tuesday - Saturday
10 AM to 6 PM
Closed: Sunday, Monday
& Holidays
COLUMBIA STATE PARK ARCHIVES
11255 Jackson St., Columbia (Hwy 49)
Must Call for appt.
Open Tues. 12-3pm, Thurs. 10-1pm
2nd Sat. of month 12-2pm
Sherrin Grout 209-532-8673

the Society’s PO Box 3956 (on the Form ) or give to the Registrar at the next
meeting.
If you have already mailed your check for dues, please disregard this notice.
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TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 3956, Sonora, California 95370-3956
LIBRARY – 158 W. Bradford Street, Sonora
Email: info@tcgen.org
ONLY FOR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Name______________________________________________________________________________
P.O. Box or Street Address_____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number

Home________________________________Work__________________________

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP
Please check box for the
Regular/Individual

type of membership for which you are including a check:

$20

Patron/Organization $50

Family $28

Life $300

Individual

Receive Golden Roots

by mail

Or

or Married Couple
Electronically

Make checks payable to TCGS and mail to PO Box 3956, Sonora Ca 95370 Canceled check is your
receipt.
If you would like a membership card sent to you, please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Yes, I want a membership card. SASE is enclosed.
I would like to make a donation to the Society,
Signature
of
Date___________________________________

No, I don’t want a membership card.

Amount ______________
Applicant________________________________

NEED WORK DONE
ON YOUR
COMPUTER?
House

calls….

STEVE FINIGIAN
Sierra Network
Services & Home
Computer Repairs
209
0100

743-

TOTE BAGS

$15 EACH

GREAT FOR SALT LAKE - CARRY YOUR RESEARCH
MATERIAL ANYWHERE!
HUNTER GREEN WITH OUR TCGS LOGO ON THE
SIDE.
ROOMY, WIDE BOTTOM AND SIDES.
Available at Museum Library or Meetings
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Tuolumne County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 3956
Sonora Ca 95370-3956

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

GOLD DIGGERS is published bi-monthly by Tuolumne County Genealogical Society, 158 W. Bradford St., Sonora / P.O. Box 3956
Sonora, CA 95370-3956, for the benefit of the membership. There is no charge for GOLD DIGGERS

OFFICERS / BOARD MEMBERS

Immediate Past President: Susan Strope
Ways & Means - Sylvia Roberts/Theresa Dyer

President: Pat Perry
Vice-President: Phil VanSwoll

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Recording Secretary: Pixie Bolles

Hospitality: Kristine Childress, Brenda Hix

Treasurer: Lori East

Publicity: Cheryl Maddox

Registrar: Kate Baum / Betty Sparagna

Salt Lake City: Rolene Kiesling

Library Director: Lori East

Programs: Committee

Education: Marie Tiraschi/Judi Lewis

Parliamentarian: Susan Strope

Corresponding Secretary: Dee Baumann
Periodical Editor: Betty Sparagna

Historian - Anthea Neilson
Mentoring Program - Sunny Seidel

Newsletter Editor: Judy Herring

Library Technician: Judy Herring

MUSEUM/GENEALOGY LIBRARY: 158 W. Bradford St. Phone: 209 532-1317
OPEN: Tuesday & Thursday—10:00 a. m. to 4:00 p. m.
SATURDAY— 10:00 a. m. to 3:30 p. m.

http:/www.tcgen.org email: info@tcgen.org
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