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STORIES SHE NEVER HAD TIME TO TELL

SONORA’S JEWISH
COMMUNITY

2PM
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480 Greenley Rd., Sonora

2PM
County Library
480 Greenley Rd., Sonora

GENEALOGY HELP AVAILABLE BEFORE EVERY MEETING!
Come to the meeting 30 minutes early and get some help. We have “experts” that will get you on

KATHRYN MARSHALL WILL BE HERE IN AUGUST TO REGALE YOU WITH MORE STORIES ABOUT GENEALOGY! SHE ALWAYS HAS INTERESTING TIDBITS TO SHARE AND
AT HER SEMINARS THERE IS NEVER ENOUGH TIME...SO, NOW IS THAT TIME. COME
ON OUT AND ENJOY AND LEARN...
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Pat Perry, our President, is out of the area on vacation, so there will not be a message from
her this issue.
Be sure to attend the September general meeting when she will be speaking about the history of the Jewish community in Sonora. It should be very interesting! The following month
she will take us through the Jewish Cemetery here in Sonora, in place of the regular
meeting.

Va lu e o f L a n d Reco rd s
Land records were created by the government to prevent or help resolve ownership disputes. They
can be used by genealogists to determine residence. If the land was later passed to relatives, you may
be able to use wills or deeds showing the transfer as evidence of personal relationships. In some cases
the patent application papers contain genealogical information.

Before the homesteaders, soldiers, and other entry men received their patents, some government paperwork had to be done. Those purchasing land from the United States had to be given receipts for payments,
while those obtaining land through military bounty land warrants, preemption entries, or the Homestead Act
of 1862, had to file applications, give proof about military service, residence on and improvements to the
land, or proof of citizenship. The paperwork generated by those bureaucratic activities, compiled into land
entry case files, is held by the National Archives and Records Administration . With the passage of the 1862
Homestead Act and similar legislation (relating to timber culture land and mining claims) the records contain more information, including substantive genealogical information.
Patents show the name of the patentee, date, legal description of the land, patent number, and the
land office that issued the patent. This information can be used to obtain land patent application papers. It may also help you locate papers showing the later disposal of the land.
Application papers for federal land patents may have detailed information about family members and
previous residence as shown in dozens of papers including land application forms, citizenship applications, Family Bible pages, marriage or death certificates, newspaper clippings, and affidavits.

Those who wish to order copies of the GLO land entry case files held by NARA must do so by using a NATF
Form 84, Request for Copies of Land Entry Files. Copies of this form may be requested by contacting NARA .
For additional information:
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Land_Patent_Search
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THE LIBRARY CORNER

Important information has come from the Family History Center in Salt Lake City. August 31 , 2017
st

will be the last day that you can order films from the Family History Center. Local centers will have
the option of keeping the microfilms. “That means you can order films now that will remain in your
local center.” I have spoken to Jim Robinson here at the Sonora FHC and he has agreed to that option. “To take advantage of this, use the ‘extended loan’ option for $18.75 when you order your
film. That would mean the film would stay permanently at our local center.” A ‘short term’ loan will
keep the microfilm at the center 90 days from the date it ships to our local center.” Those of you that
have ordered “short term” films before know that the price is $7.50. + Tax. Be aware that the “short
term” loans will return back to Salt Lake after the 90 days and will never be loaned out again.
“Over 1.5 million microfilms have been digitized by Family Search, including the most requested collections based on microfilm loan records worldwide. “ (Those of you who have been to Salt Lake remember listing the films you used each day during our visit. This was a factor in the films that have been
digitized.) “The remaining millions of microfilms should be digitized by the end of 2020, and all new
records from ongoing global efforts are already using digital camera equipment.”
If you have not been on Family Search recently you will be pleased to see that the digitized films are
available. Also many of the books that you can only see at the library in Salt Lake. If there is a film
that you have used in Salt Lake or ordered before, this is your opportunity to have the film available
locally and permanently.
The reason for the change is because of the significant progress in microfilm digitization and the fact
that microfilm technology is becoming obsolete. The maintenance of the microfilm readers has become more costly and more difficult.

Two weeks ago we celebrated the birthday of our nation.

I thought this was a good time to share another book that is available for your use in our museum. We have the three volumes of the Centennial
edition of:
“DAR patriot Index.”
These books contain the names of the Revolutionary patriots, both men and women, whose service
(between 1774 and 1783) and identity have been established by the National Society, Daughters of
the American Revolution from its organization in October 1890. Included with the alphabetically
listed names are other known facts: dates and places of birth & death, name(s) of wife (wives) or husband(s), rank and type of service, and the State where the patriot lived or served. If pension papers
are known to exist, that fact is indicated. This Index has been compiled from data extracted from original applications of member of the Daughters of the American Revolution, from published references,
and from exhibits of proof such as authenticated copies of unpublished documents which are on file
in the office of the Registrar General, NSDAR. Omission from this edition of the name of a DAR member’s ancestor would be due to conflicting data received which raised some questions about the patriot’s identity, service or descendants.
Below is the query list of Surnames or subjects the library received for June:


Dentone

Stay cool and fingers crossed that the Delta Breezes will soon return to us,

Kristine
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WHAT CAN CHILDREN GAIN FROM DOING
GENEALOGICAL WORK?








Improved critical thinking skills as they compare documents and stories
Understanding of primary and secondary sources
A deeper appreciation of both American and world history
Enhanced understanding of current events and how they relate to history
Stronger connection to family
Self-awareness and identity
Improved research, writing, speaking, and storytelling skills

Children are our next generation of family history “keepers” and “seekers.” It’s really important that we encourage them to think about previous generations while their oldest relatives
are still alive! Even though it can be difficult to interest young people in history and dead relatives., we, as genealogists, have the responsibility to try and make this happens. With some
creative thinking, it can be accomplished.
Here are some books that may get your kids started:


A Gift From Grandma: "Our Family," As Grandma Remembers by Allerton, George. A
workbook to be filled out by grandparents for their children or grandchildren replete with
helpful forms for organizing family history information. The forms could easily be
adapted for use by teachers and students in the classroom. (Orefield, PA: Associated Specialties, Co., Publishers, 1990)



Roots for Kids: A Genealogy Guide for Young People by Beller, Susan Provost. (Crozet,
VA: Betterway Publications, Inc., 1989)



My Family Tree Workbook: Genealogy for Beginners by Chorzempa, Rosemary A. (New
York: Dover Publications, 1982)



Growing Up in My Family: A Guide for Recording Information on Family History by
Carlson, Helen L., Linda LeGarde Grover, Daniel W. Anderson, with assistance from

STREAMLINE YOUR FAMILY HISTORY WITH “FAMILY LITE
FamilySearch has released a new streamlined version of FamilySearch’s Family Tree, known
appropriately as Family Tree Lite. Information comes up differently from the regular Family
Tree site. It is more basic. Photos, notes, sources, links, etc. will not appear. You can change
views and do editing and updates.
Unexpected benefits often come from going back to the basics, and the same is true with a
visit to Family Tree Lite. The format of the information may help you recognize problems or
notice holes you hadn’t seen before. Try it out!
https://familysearch.org/blog/en/whats-new-at-familysearch/
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps Now Online
The Library of Congress has placed online nearly 25,000 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, which depict
the structure and use of buildings in U.S. cities and towns. Maps will be added monthly until 2020, for a
total of approximately 500,000.
The online collection now features maps published prior to 1900. Not all states are available yet, but
those that are include Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Delaware, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, South Dakota, Vermont, Wisconsin and Wyoming. Alaska is also online,
with maps published through the early 1960s. By 2020, all the states will be online, showing maps
from the late 1880s through the early 1960s.
Family Tree Magazine has a good article on how to use the maps.
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/default,month,2017-05.aspx
Library of Congress - Sanborn maps
https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/about-this-collection/

New Orleans Catholic Cemeteries, Louisiana

New Orleans is located on the Mississippi River in southeastern Louisiana. The Archdiocese of New Orleans has made a burial records database available on its website. The records cover burials in seven
cemeteries: St. Charles, St. Joseph, St. Louis, St. Mary, St. Patrick, St. Roch, and St. Vincent de Paul.
The database can be searched by first name and last name. You can search all cemeteries at once or
choose one from the drop-down list. Enter your search terms in the boxes and click the search button.
Scroll down in the Search Burial Records box to see the results. The data fields in the search results are
full name, cemetery information, section and other detailed grave location information, date of birth,
date of death, and date of burial.

MISCELLANIOUS WEBSITES TO CHECK OUT


http://genealogytoolbox.weebly.com/
Research toolbox for genealogists. Links for specialized research.



http://www.theancestorhunt.com/newspapers.html
Articles about newspaper research



http://www.elephind.com/
A “combo” research methodology for researching multiple newspapers at one time



https://www.hollywoodcemetery.org/
Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond, Virginia - Established 1848



http://www.theroot.com/tracing-your-roots-deciphering-illegible-genealogy-rec1795326454
Tracing Your Roots: Deciphering Illegible Genealogy Records – Good article on learning to
manipulate documents making them more readable.
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FAMILY HISTORY CENTERS TO END MICROFILM LENDING
For 80 years, the FamilySearch Family History Library (FHL) has made its enormous stash of microfilmed genealogy records available to researchers through an inexpensive rental service at local FamilySearch Centers. BUT, THAT IS CHANGING!
FamilySearch has announced that this service will end Aug. 31. Reasons include declining demand for
film, dramatic increases in the costs of reproducing films, and the difficulty of supporting aging microfilm technology. Fortunately, most FamilySearch microfilm is already been digitized and posted on
the free FamilySearch website, or another genealogy site. That's more than 1.5 million rolls, including
the most popular ones. “The remaining [eligible] microfilms should be digitized by the end of 2020,"
according to the announcement. "All new records from its ongoing global efforts are already using digital camera equipment."
To find out ways to deal with this unexpected turn of events, go to the Family Tree Magazine website
and read some good suggestions.
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/default,month,2017-06.aspx

FORMER MEMBER BLANCHE APHECETCHE PASSES
Blanche Aphecetche passed away on June 16, 2017. A member for several
years, she was an avid genealogist, having written four large volumes on her
family which went back to the 1600’s in New England.
She was 92 at the time of her death and still very active and inquisitive. She
pursued genealogy with a vengeance. She will be missed by those that knew
her.

YOUR EDITOR WOULD LIKE TO SAY A WORD OF “THANK YOU” TO MY LOYAL READERS…
IT HAS BEEN MY PLEASURE TO HAVE PUT THIS NEWSLETTER OUT FOR THE LAST 9 YEARS!
I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO MY “RETIREMENT”...THOUGH I WILL MISS COMING UP WITH
GENEALOGICAL WHIMSY AND SOME SERIOUSLY EDUCATIONAL “STUFF”, ON OCCASION…
I’M SURE PIXIE WILL CARRY ON THE TRADITION IN GOOD FORM!
SEE YOU ALL...AROUND.

JUDY
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NEW AT ANCESTRY
Presbyterian Church Records, 1701 -1970
Presbyterianism traces its roots primarily to England and Scotland during the
Protestant Reformation of the 16th century. While churches of other protestant
denominations are typically governed by either an episcopal system (by bishops)
or through congregationalism, Presbyterians are governed via representative assemblies called presbyteries. Early immigrants to America included Presbyterians, who founded congregations in the New World as early as the 1630s. Topics
such as theology, governance, and slavery were all sources of disagreements
within the Presbyterian church, and led to the formation of separate Presbyterian denominations during the early history of the United States.
What you can find in the records:
This collection currently includes baptism, marriage, death, burial, and other
records from Presbyterian churches in 38 states. Records from additional churches will be added in future updates to this collection.
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=61048
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Alaska, Vital Records, 1818 -1963
This collection includes birth, marriage, and death records from Alaska that took
place between the years 1818 and 1963.
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=61458
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Nebraska, Marriage Records, 1855 -1908
This collection includes images of indexes as well as the actual marriage records. If you’re having trouble finding your ancestor through the search, try browsing the index for the county in which they lived
and use that information to locate them in the actual records.
Don’t overlook the possibility that your ancestor may have been married in a
nearby county that was more convenient to them, or where other family members
lived

ALWAYS GO TO OTHER PEOPLES FUNERALS…
OTHERWISE THEY WON’T COME TO YOURS….
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WANT A SOCIETY TEE or SWEAT SHIRT?
Tuolumne County Genealogical Society will be ordering Tee-Shirts and Sweat-Shirts in several styles and
colors. If you would like to have a nice shirt displaying our name and logo, come to the monthly meeting,
or come to the Museum on Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday when we are there. Payment is in advance
when you fill out the order form!
Order must be in by September 1 !
PRICES: since there are varying styles, prices may vary, but basic price will be:
Tee shirts (short sleeve), $15 and Sweatshirts (crew neck) $21 all colors
Call the Museum, 209 532-1317 for more information...

TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - OCTOBER 14, 2017
SEMINAR & CLASSES
FAMILY HISTORY CENTER IN SONORA
CATHERINE SEVENAU - Writer, Speaker, Humorist - Genealogist: 9am - 11:45am
AFTERNOON CLASSES : Beginning Genealogy; LDS Family Search & Relative Finder; Timelines; Find-A-Grave

Cost: Members of TCGS $25; Non-Members $30; At Door $35

LUNCH INCLUDED

Send payment to: TCGS, P.O. Box 3956, Sonora, CA 95370 or pay online at: tcgen.org

Call (209) 532-1317 Tues., Thurs., Sat. for more information

UPCOMING MEETING PROGRAMS
OCTOBER - As a follow-up to September’s meeting, Pat Perry will lead a tour of Sonora’s
Hebrew cemetery on Yaney Ave. There will be no meeting at the Tuolumne County Library
on this date.
NOVEMBER - Jeff Wilson with Terzich-Wilson Funeral home will give us an update on the
various cemeteries in Tuolumne County, and researching cemetery records.
DECEMBER - Christmas Brunch at Sonora Hills Club Room
JANUARY - Family Treasures - members bring an item that has importance to them and tell
the story about it. Items can be letters, photographs, glassware, etc.
FEBRUARY - Stories From the Heart - members share a love story about loved ones, pets,
friends or anyone meaningful to them.
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FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES THAT HELP US...
SHARES
REWARDS THIS
YEAR

AMAZON SMILES
TOTAL:

877.97
Our society has made
this much money by
giving your telephone
number to the clerk at

DO YOU KNOW HOW TO
SIGN UP??? go to

Please check your SaveMart receipts to make sure you
are signed up for our SaveMart fundraiser. . SaveMart
has done away with the SHARE cards and have gone to
an eScrip program. If you think you have signed up, but
are not sure the Society is getting the benefit, look at
the bottom of your receipt to see if there is text saying:
“your shares eligible total is $18.76 (example)”. If not,
go to: escript.com/shares and sign up again.

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS…
(If you have moved or changed your email ad-

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
MEETINGS
COMPUTER TECH GROUP
Explore problem areas dealing with computers and
genealogy. Bring your questions and we will discuss them and try to find solutions. We are not
discussing your genealogy problems...just those
relating to the computer!
MEETS: 12PM on ODD MONTHS. Meetings are
in the County Library on Greenley Rd., before the
regular Monthly Meeting. Bring lunch if desired.

Next Meeting

SEPT. 11

Next Meeting
AUGUST 14

dress, let us know and it will be changed in the
Roster)
NEW MEMBERS:
 Daniel Shoup - Oakland, CA


Bruce Southard - Lodi, CA



Lance McVey - Sonora, CA

MEMBERSHIP ROSTERS
Membership Rosters are available at the Museum
or by e-mail (send request to info@tcgen.org
If your information is not correct, please let us know by
sending an e-mail message to:
Betty Sparagna, info@tcgen.org
or call Betty at 532-1317.
Thank you for helping us to keep our
Membership Roster up-to-date!

Betty Sparagna, TCGS Registrar

THE WRITERS GROUP
Contacts:
Pat Perry at 586-3214
or Marilyn Fullam at 588-9873.
This group meets on EVEN MONTHS except
December. At 12 pm. Meetings are at the
County Library on Greenley Rd.
This is an informal group that meets to share
information and encourage the writing of our
family histories.
You can come and bring your lunch if you’re
working!
Our regular general meeting follows at 2 pm
in the same room so plan on staying through.
Come on out!
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PLACES TO DO GENEALOGY
RESEARCH LOCALLY

AUGUST 2017




LDS Church
19481 Hillsdale Dr.
Sonora 209 536-9206
Hours—Tue, Wed, Thurs
10AM to 4 PM &
6:30 PM to 9 PM

GENERAL MEETING
August 14 - 2 PM
Public Library
Conference Room



BOARD MEETING
August 21 - 9:30 AM



158 W. Bradford St.
Sonora 209 532-1317
Hours— Tues, Thurs
10 AM to 4 PM
Sat 10 AM to 3:30 PM
Email: info@tcgen.org
Website: www.tcgen.org

SEPTEMBER 2017
GENERAL MEETING
September 11 - 2 PM
Public Library
Conference Room


BOARD MEETING



September 18 - 9:30 AM
Papa’s New Roost

Label Language
(Dues Reminder)
Take a look at your Gold Digger label.
If your name is in red and you see either
“6/17”or “7/17” by your name, your
dues are due now. Although you have 
60 days to renew your dues, please do so
now..
Fill out the application on the following
page
(if there are no changes, just your
name will do) and mail your check to

TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY LIBRARY

Papa’s New Roost



FAMILY HISTORY CENTER

TUOLUMNE COUNTY LIBRARY
480 Greenley Rd.
Sonora 209 533-5507

Hours— Tuesday - Saturday
10 AM to 6 PM
Closed: Sunday, Monday
& Holidays
COLUMBIA STATE PARK ARCHIVES
11255 Jackson St., Columbia (Hwy 49)
Must Call for appt.
Open Tues. 12-3pm, Thurs. 10-1pm
2nd Sat. of month 12-2pm
Sherrin Grout 209-532-8673

the Society’s PO Box 3956 (on the Form ) or give to the Registrar at the next
meeting.
If you have already mailed your check for dues, please disregard this notice.
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TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 3956, Sonora, California 95370-3956
LIBRARY – 158 W. Bradford Street, Sonora
Email: info@tcgen.org
ONLY FOR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Name______________________________________________________________________________
P.O. Box or Street Address_____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number

Home________________________________Work__________________________

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP
Please check box for the
Regular/Individual

type of membership for which you are including a check:

$20

Patron/Organization $50

Family $28

Life $300

Individual

Receive Golden Roots

by mail

Or

or Married Couple
Electronically

Make checks payable to TCGS and mail to PO Box 3956, Sonora Ca 95370 Canceled check is your
receipt.
If you would like a membership card sent to you, please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Yes, I want a membership card. SASE is enclosed.
I would like to make a donation to the Society,
Signature
of
Date___________________________________

NEED WORK DONE
ON YOUR
COMPUTER?
House

calls….

STEVE FINIGIAN
Sierra Network
Services & Home
Computer Repairs
209
0100

743-

No, I don’t want a membership card.

Amount ______________
Applicant________________________________

F1, F1, F1

TOTE BAGS
$15 EACH
GREAT FOR SALT LAKE CARRY YOUR RESEARCH
MATERIAL ANYWHERE!
HUNTER GREEN WITH OUR
TCGS LOGO ON THE SIDE.
ROOMY, WIDE
AND SIDES.

BOTTOM

Available at Museum Library or
Meetings
AVAILABLE AT MEETINGS

COMPUTER HUMOR
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Tuolumne County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 3956
Sonora Ca 95370-3956

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

GOLD DIGGERS is published bi-monthly by Tuolumne County Genealogical Society, 158 W. Bradford St., Sonora / P.O. Box 3956
Sonora, CA 95370-3956, for the benefit of the membership. There is no charge for GOLD DIGGERS

OFFICERS / BOARD MEMBERS

Immediate Past President: Susan Strope
Ways & Means - Sylvia Roberts/Theresa Dyer

President: Pat Perry
Vice-President: Phil VanSwoll

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Recording Secretary: Marcia VanSwoll

Hospitality: Kristine Childress, Brenda Hix

Treasurer: Lori East

Publicity: Cheryl Maddox

Registrar: Lin Gookin / Betty Sparagna

Salt Lake City: Rolene Kiesling

Library Director: Lori East

Programs: Committee

Education: Judi Lewis

Parliamentarian: Susan Strope

Corresponding Secretary: Dee Baumann
Newsletter Editor: Pixie Boles

Historian - not filled
Mentoring Program - Sunny Seidel

Website Administrator : Lorna Dillon Wick

Library Technician: Judy Herring

MUSEUM/GENEALOGY LIBRARY: 158 W. Bradford St. Phone: 209 532-1317
OPEN: Tuesday & Thursday—10:00 a. m. to 4:00 p. m.
SATURDAY— 10:00 a. m. to 3:30 p. m.

http:/www.tcgen.org email: info@tcgen.org
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