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DECEMBER 2017
There will be no General Meeting and no Board Meeting in December.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

TCGS Christmas Brunch
December 9, 2017 ~ 10 a.m. ~ Sonora Hills Clubhouse ~ $20.00 per person
Join us for socializing, good food, and PRIZES! There is still time to reserve your spot.
Send payment to the Museum Library to arrive by December 1.

JANUARY 2018 ~ 2:00 PM
Tuolumne County Library ~ Conference Room
Family Treasures
All members and guests are invited to bring an ancestor’s object
and tell the story about it. Your item could be a letter, a
photograph, glassware, a book, an award or certificate of
achievement, or other things that remind us of our family’s history.
Search your attic and share your treasure with your fellow
genealogists!
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President’s Message by Pat Perry

First, I would like to thank everyone who participated in our October seminar, whether as a worker
and/or an attendee. Judi Lewis did a fantastic job putting it all together, and I know she had a lot of help
from Society members. Our speakers ~ Jim Robinson, Lynne Storm, Susan Strope, and Vicki Wolf ~ gave
interesting and informative talks. Everyone enjoyed Catherine Sevenau’s fun and inspiring presentation. I
would also like to thank the LDS Church for the use of their wonderful facility and Jim Robinson who got the
yeoman’s task of putting the tables and chairs away. Jim really stepped up; we’ll try to get him some help
next year! Those who didn’t attend missed a great day.
Our See’s candy fundraiser turned out to be a great success. We raised $820.15, which is probably
an all-time-high. Thank you to all who participated.
I hope all of our local members are planning on attending our Christmas Brunch on December 9th. It
will be at the Sonora Hills Clubhouse this year. I know Judy Herring will do her usual magic to make the
event a great success.
I hope you all have a wonderful holiday. I think we have some great programs lined up for next year
that everyone should enjoy and find interesting.
~ Pat

With so much recent interest in DNA-related issues, the Computer Tech Group will now
be a combination Computer Tech / DNA Special Interest Group. The group will continue
to address your computer questions, as needed, and will also delve into studying DNA
issues. The January CT/DNA meeting will be a discussion of Chapter 1 of The Family Tree
Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic Genealogy, by Blaine Bettinger. The book can be
ordered on Amazon.com (remember to use your AmazonSmile link). Subsequent
meetings will cover additional chapters of the book.
We hope you’ll join us as we work our way through the DNA testing process!
UPCOMING MEETING PROGRAMS
FEBRUARY ~ Stories from the Heart ~ Members will share a love story about their family. This can be a
funny story or a poignant one. Please include any item that will help “illustrate” your story ~ a letter, piece
of jewelry, ornament. Your story may be about a sibling, a parent, a pet, a friend, or anyone else who has
touched your heart.
MARCH ~ “What Was It Like in the 1920s and 1930s?” Susan Strope will continue exploring what it was
like “back in the day.” Using a PowerPoint presentation, Susan will highlight the differences in these two
interesting decades and how they have affected our lives.
APRIL ~ Favorite Free Genealogy Websites ~ Various members will present their favorite FREE genealogy
websites. Online access will be available to explain how to navigate these sites to the best advantage.
MAY ~ Annual Meeting and Potluck
JUNE ~ Family History Center ~ Jim Robinson will give us an update on what is available for your research
projects at the Family History Center at the LDS church.
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The Library Corner by Kristine Childres
Last week I found a set of four index books in our library, and I have since used them for my own
research. If you have New England ancestors, these books will be of interest to you also: "The New England
Historical and Genealogical Register - Index of persons." These index books cover the years 1897-1994. The
NEHGS has been in existence since 1847. Their register comes out four times every year since they
began. These articles have been well researched and could lead you to a big find on your family. We have
many of the volumes in our library; if you are a member of the NEHGS, the indexes will lead you to articles
very quickly. Come see for yourself.
The next book I recommend is not at our library but at the Carlo De Ferrari archives. There are many
town histories that Carlo collected while doing his own research. This is another wonderful place to check
out as Carlo's collection is not only about Tuolumne County, but also parts of the whole country. The book is
"A History of the Town of Poultney, Vermont - from its settlement to the year 1875 with Family and
Biographical Sketches and Incidents," published by J. Joslin, B. Frisbie and F. Ruggles.
We have a new group that just started last month. It is the Irish group which plans to meet monthly,
except May and December, at 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. on the same day and place as our regular meeting. Come
learn with us.
Speaking of Ireland, Brenda Hix and I just returned from there in early October. We were there for
two weeks and learned a great deal. One area we went through was the west part of Ireland, County Clare
and County Galway, where the famine hit the hardest. I thought you might be interested in seeing the
cottage ruins that still stand today. No one has lived in them since they died or left during the famine years
of 1846-1852. Some of these cottages were torn down by the people who lived in them. In order to enter
the poor house where they could be fed, they had to have no other place to go. This area is wild, stark bog
land that is very sorrowful and beautiful at the same time. Another picture is of "the Penny Wall," which is on
Butler Road in Killarney. It is called the penny wall as those who built it made one penny a day to feed their
families. Our guide said, with a penny, the men could buy one small bowl of broth to feed their whole
starving family. Did you know that the Irish famine was the first humanitarian effort made by the United
States? We sent ships full of food. The Irish haven't forgotten and treat Americans very kindly.
There were no queries for September.
It is now time to put the garden to bed, dust off the genealogy and get back at it.
~ Kristine
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Are you researching New York orphans? The records of the Almshouse Ledger Collection represent the
activities of the institutions under the purview of various City departments on Blackwell’s Island. Records in
this collection date from 1758 to 1952, with the bulk of the records falling between 1832 and 1925. This
collection represents a comprehensive, yet incomplete collection of materials produced by each department
overseeing the Almshouses and their related entities. These records document the social service, cultural,
medical and corrections histories of New York City. This collection was processed by the Municipal Archives
in 2016 under a grant funded by the National Historical Publications and Records Commission. There are
names of children admitted to the Almshouse during these years.
http://nycmalunaimaging.com/luna/servlet/NYCMA~2~2

Who Actually Owns Your Content When You Post It To the Web?
from Dick Eastman, http://www.eogn.com
Over the years, I have heard or read many comments from
genealogists about who owns information posted to the World Wide
Web. In fact, many people are reluctant to post their family trees
online because “someone might steal the information.” A short
article published in the Gizmodo.com Web site uses non-lawyer
English to explain several of the issues concerning legal “ownership”
of information posted online.
If you have concerns about ownership of online information, you
might want to read Who Actually Owns Your Content When You Post
It to the Web by David Nield at http://bit.ly/2ypjoQU.
I will offer one thought to keep in mind: names of people, along with
dates and places of birth, marriage, death, military service, and
similar facts of interest to genealogists are just that: facts. As stated
in the article by David Nield, “You can’t copyright facts, or ideas, or
systems…” While you might be in possession of certain facts about
your ancestors, that doesn’t mean that you OWN the information.
No one person “owns” facts within the U.S., according to copyright
law.

How the Horrific 1918 Flu Spread
Across America
“The toll of history’s worst
epidemic surpasses all the
military deaths in World War I
and World War II combined . And
it may have begun in the United
States.”
From
Smithsonian.com,
an
interesting article regarding the
1918 flu pandemic.
https://
www.smithsonianmag.com/
history/journal-plague-year180965222/

Colonial North American Project at Harvard University
http://colonialnorthamerican.library.harvard.edu/
This website provides access to some of the remarkable materials digitized as part of the ongoing, multi-year
Colonial North American Project at Harvard University.
When complete, the project will make available to the world digitized images of all known archival and
manuscript materials in the Harvard Library that relate to 17th and 18th century North America. Scattered through
twelve repositories, these documents reveal a great deal about topics such as social life, education, trade, finance,
politics, revolution, war, women, Native American life, slavery, science, medicine, and religion. In addition to
reflecting the origins of the United States, the digitized materials also document aspects of life and work in Great
Britain, France, Canada, the Caribbean, and Mexico.
This website is updated continuously. Check back regularly for new content and features.
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ASTONISHING RESULTS FROM A DNA TEST
Our fellow TCGS member Anthea Nielson recently shared the following story of the amazing discovery she
and her husband Bill made as a result of DNA testing.
It was the happiest day of her life ~ Dorothy was getting married. She had met her fiancée when they
were in high school; he was a baseball player and she was a cheerleader. Life was good! Everything was
perfect and going to plan.
Unbeknown to Dorothy, her uncle had pulled her mother aside and told her, “You tell her or I will.”
That’s when Dorothy found out she had been adopted in her first year of life. She must have been in a turmoil
for the rest of the day, asking herself, “Who am I?” and “Why did I have to be told on this day? They had my
whole lifetime to tell me.”
Dorothy had been born on Christmas Day 1935 to my mother-in-law Evelyn. Evelyn had told me she
had two other children as well as Bill, my husband, but one had died of dysentery at six months, the other at
birth. Years after she had passed away, I noticed on Bill’s birth certificate in small print at the bottom “one
child living.” I realized Evelyn had lied to me. Since then I have searched for his two missing siblings without
any luck. In 2012, Bill and I traveled to Montana to visit Evelyn’s youngest sister. I was hoping she would give
me some clues. All she knew was their names ~ Darlene-Joyce and Patrick. I still couldn’t find them.
Bill had his DNA done about three years ago ~ lots of 4th cousins and a few 3rd, but no siblings.
In August, Dorothy’s daughter bought herself and Dorothy a DNA test.
When they got their test results back, a first cousin popped up, so they sent a letter through Ancestry
to my site, welcoming a male cousin into their family. I replied with the question, “Who were your parents?”,
never expecting what happened next. Back came the reply ~ she was adopted, but as far as she knew her
name had been Darlene Nielson. At that point, I was a blubbering, crying mess, yelling at Bill, “You had a
sister!”
In Florida where Dorothy lives, she was also in tears. Having been raised an only child, she never
thought she had any siblings.
I called Bill and Dorothy’s aunt in Montana; she said Evelyn had told her that the babysitter had run
away with Dorothy and that Patrick had died at two years old.
My wish now is that these two can meet. At 81 and 80 years old, I hope we can make it happen!
We sincerely join in your wish, Anthea. And we’re all looking forward to hearing “the rest of the story” ~
when Bill meets Dorothy in person!

Memorial Donations
TCGS gratefully acknowledges the
donations made to the Society in
memory of:
Rick Baird
Jex Baldwin

Gold Diggers now available on the TCGS
website!
If you would like to see our newsletter in
LIVING COLOR,
go to tcgen.org, and click on
“Library—’Gold Diggers’ newsletter.”

Sarah Koch
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MORE FREE GENEALOGY WEBSITES
Cyndi’s List: http://www.cyndislist.com/ ~ Highly respected directory of free genealogy resources
and databases online
Library and Archives Canada: http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx ~ Official archives
of Canada, census records and more
Ellis Island: https://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/ ~ Immigration records, free indexes and original
records, fee to download copies
FreeReg: https://www.freereg.org.uk/ ~ Baptism, marriage, and burial records from parish registers
of the UK
Crestleaf: http://crestleaf.com/ ~ Various genealogy records
RootsWeb: http://home.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ ~ World’s largest genealogy community, huge
amount of free information
Castle Garden: http://www.castlegarden.org/searcher.php ~ Immigration records, pre Ellis Island
Chronicling America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ ~ Giant database of archived US
newspapers from the Library of Congress
Dead Fred: http://deadfred.com/ ~ Genealogy photo archive
African Heritage Project: http://africanaheritage.org/ ~ Records on former slaves, freed persons
and their descendants
Credit: Family History Daily

IN MEMORY OF SARAH KOCH
Sarah Koch passed away September 16, 2017 after
a long illness. Sarah and her husband Bill have
been members of TCGS for many years. Sarah
was a regular at meetings before her illness. We
will all miss her wonderful smile.

HAVE YOU BEEN RELUCTANT to volunteer to bring
refreshments to a general meeting because you
don’t know what is involved? It’s EASY! You only
need to bring 1 to 2 dozen edible treats ~ cookies,
mini-cupcakes, etc. You don’t need to bring enough
for everyone (three volunteers each bring 1 to 2
dozen of something). You don’t need to provide
beverages (TCGS takes care of that). You don’t need
to set up the table or clean up after the refreshment
break (Kristine and Brenda do a magnificent job with
this). And you don’t even need to know how to
bake (you can drop by a bakery on your way to the
meeting and pick up something there)!
So ~ when you hear
the president say,
“We need three
people to bring
refreshments to the
next meeting” ~
please consider
raising YOUR hand!!!
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Jewish Cemetery Tour
by Pat Perry
October 9, 2017

Annual Seminar and Workshop ~ October 14, 2017

olff
Timelines ~ Vicky W

Keynote Speaker ~
u
Catherine (Clemens) Sevena

Find-A-Grave ~ Su

san Strope

LDS Family Search & Relative Finder ~ Jim Robinson

Beginning Genealogy ~ Lynne Storm
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NEW OR UPDATED AT ANCESTRY.COM
Web: Monroe County, Michigan, Obituary Index, 1821-2012 ~ https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?
dbid=9229
This data is published by the Monroe County Historical Commission Archives.
US, School Yearbooks, 1880-2013 ~ https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1265
This is an indexed collection of middle school, junior high, high school, and college yearbooks from
across the United States.
NEW AT FAMILY SEARCH.ORG ~ YOU WILL NEED A REGISTERED ACCOUNT TO ACCESS RECORDS
Starting December 13, 2017, all users of the FamilySearch.org website will have to use a registered account
to access the records on the website. Previously, users could access many of the functions of the website
without having to log in. The following announcement was made by Family Search on November 16, 2017:
Beginning December 13, 2017, patrons visiting FamilySearch.org will see a prompt to register for a
free FamilySearch account or sign in to their existing account to continue enjoying all the free expanded
benefits FamilySearch has to offer. Since its launch in 1999, FamilySearch has added millions of users,
billions of various historical records, and many fun, new features like Family Tree, Memories, mobile apps,
digital books, and dynamic help. In order to accommodate continued growth of these and future free
services, FamilySearch must assure all its partners that its content is offered in a safe and secure online
environment. Patrons creating a free account and signing in fulfills that need.
Patron sign in will also enable FamilySearch to satisfy the ongoing need for user authentication. This
authentication can deliver rich, personalized discovery, collaboration, and help experiences. Simply put,
signed-in visitors can access more searchable content and enjoy more personalized services.
“A large percentage of our current site visitors are not benefiting from much of what FamilySearch
has to offer because they don’t realize the need to simply sign in with their free account to do so,” said Steve
Rockwood, FamilySearch CEO. “They are basically arriving in the parking lot but not coming inside for the
main event,” he said about website visitors who do not sign in.
FamilySearch is committed to patron privacy and does not share personal account information with
any third party without a patron’s consent.
See Registering to use FamilySearch.org for information about creating a free account.
RECLAIM THE RECORDS ~ https://www.reclaimtherecords.org/
Reclaim The Records is a not-for-profit activist group of genealogists, historians, researchers, and journalists
who works to identify important genealogical record sets that are not online anywhere and not broadly available to
the public. They then use state Freedom of Information laws to force government agencies and archives to hand over
copies of these records to the public, which they then digitize and put online for free use. Other organizations and
companies are then free to make transcriptions and searchable databases of their images and data, if they wish.
Since their founding in 2015, they have won the release of tens of millions of records. All the records acquired
are uploaded to the Internet Archive, as well as other Open Data websites. When government agencies fail to respond
to their requests in a timely manner or are unwilling to comply with the law, Reclaim The Records takes them to court.
They have won settlements in two groundbreaking lawsuits in the Supreme Court of New York, winning the release of
decades of the New York City marriage license index and database, and even won the payment of attorneys fees from
the city in the second case. More requests and potential lawsuits are pending for other records from other states.
If you like what Reclaim The Records is doing, if you want to see more records returned to the public domain,
and if you want to see this approach brought to more record sets in more states, they hope you will consider making a
contribution to their work.
For more information, to sign up for their newsletter, and/or to make a contribution, visit their website.
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP MEETINGS
Prior to the regular monthly meeting in the
Conference Room of the Sonora Public Library.

IRISH RESEARCH
DECEMBER 2017
No General Meeting at library this month
Christmas Brunch
December 9, 2017 ~ 10:00 a.m.
Sonora Hills Clubhouse
No Board Meeting this month
JANUARY 2018
GENERAL MEETING
January 8, 2018 ~ 2 p.m.
Sonora Public Library
Conference Room
BOARD MEETING
January 15, 2018 ~ 9:30 a.m.
Papa’s New Roost
Come to the general meetings 30 minutes early if
you need assistance with your genealogy. Helpers
will be available to point you in the right direction.

You Are Invited...To Attend Our Board Meetings!
The Board meets at 9:30 a.m. on the third
Monday of each month (except December).
Board meetings are open to all members. Come
early and enjoy breakfast at Papa’s New Roost!

Learn and share tips for doing research
on your Irish ancestors.
Meets every month (except May and
December) at 10:00 AM.
Contact: Marilyn Fullam ~
588-9873 or anchntr@mlode.com
NEXT MEETING: January 8, 2018 ~ 10:00 AM

COMPUTER TECH / DNA GROUP
Explore problem areas dealing with
computers and genealogy as well as
DNA-related issues from The Family
Tree Guide to DNA Testing and
Genetic Genealogy. Bring your questions relating to
the computer and to DNA, and we will discuss them
and try to find solutions.
Meeting months: January, March, July, September,
November.
NEXT MEETING: January 8, 2018 ~ 12:00 PM

WRITERS’ GROUP
MURPHY WAS A GENEALOGIST
Yours is the ONLY last name not found among the
billions in the LDS archives in Salt Lake City.
The person sitting next to you at the research center
is finding ancestors every five minutes…
and telling you.
The critical link in your family tree is named “Smith.”

This is an informal group that meets
to share information and encourage
the writing of your family histories.
Meeting months: February, April,
June, August, October. No meeting in December.
Contacts:

Pat Perry ~ 586-3214
Marilyn Fullam ~ 588-9873

NEXT MEETING: February 12, 2018 ~ 12:00 PM
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WHERE TO DO GENEALOGY RESEARCH LOCALLY

FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES

FAMILY HISTORY CENTER
LDS Church
19481 Hillsdale Drive
Sonora, CA 95370 ~ (209) 536-9206
Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 6:30 to 9 p.m.

Save Mart partners with eScrip
to manage its S.H.A.R.E.S.
charitable giving program. Up
to 3% of your eligible purchases is given to TCGS when
you sign up for eScrip at www.escrip.com/shares.

TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
LIBRARY
158 W. Bradford Street
Sonora, CA 95370 ~ (209) 532-1317
Hours: Tuesday & Thursday ~ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday ~ 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Email: info@tcgen.org
Website: www.tcgen.org

When you shop on Amazon, the
AmazonSmile Foundation will
donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to TCGS when
you sign up and shop through AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com).

TUOLUMNE COUNTY HISTORY CENTER
158 Bradford Street
Sonora, CA 95370 (behind the museum)
(209) 53204227
TUOLUMNE COUNTY LIBRARY
480 Greenley Road
Sonora, CA 95370 ~ (209) 533-5507
Hours: Tuesday through Saturday
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Closed: Sunday, Monday, and Holidays
CARLO DE FERRARI ARCHIVES
480 Greenley Road
Sonora, CA 95370 (behind the library)
Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
8:30 to 4 p.m.
By appointment only
COLUMBIA STATE PARK ARCHIVES
11255 Jackson Street
Columbia, CA 95310
Open Tuesday 12 to 3 p.m.,
Thursday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
2nd Saturday of month 12 to 2 p.m.
Sherrin Grout (209) 532-8673
sherrin@mlode.com
Must call for an appointment

eScrip Rewards to TCGS this year: $1,189.58

Amazon.Smile donations to TCGS this year: $119.97
Visit tcgen.org for more information and instructions for
signing up for these fundraising opportunities!

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING ON
AMAZON.COM???
Remember to shop through AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), where 0.5% of your
eligible purchases will be donated to TCGS.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Jim & Linda Maddox ~ Sonora, CA
Michael & Michelle Tuttle ~
Sonora CA
Total Membership: 151

ANOTHER CHANCE TO ORDER A TCGS T-SHIRT AND/OR SWEATSHIRT ~ DEADLINE JANUARY 15, 2018
Contact TCGS at (209) 532-1317 or info@tcgen.org if you need an order form.
See the colors on our website: http://www.tcgen.org/tshirts.html
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Tuolumne County Genealogical Society
P. O. Box 3956, Sonora, California 95370-3956
LIBRARY: 158 Bradford Street, Sonora
www.tcgen.org - info@tcgen.org

Membership Application
New Membership ☐

Renewal ☐

Reinstatement ☐

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________
(Please include member’s maiden name if applicable)

Mailing Address ______________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip + 4, Country ____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number (

)

. Email Address

.

Please select a membership level for which you are including a check. Your membership begins when your application
has been processed.
Individual $20 Yearly

□

Patron $50 Yearly

□

Family $28 Yearly

□

Lifetime $300

□

If your mailing label is RED, payment is due.
If you have already mailed your check,
please disregard this notice.

Donation $ ______

For New Members:
In the interest of providing better programs for our membership, please tell us something about yourself. Are you just
getting started in genealogy? Do you have ancestors in Tuolumne County? What family names are you researching?
This is entirely optional.

Make check payable to TCGS and mail with application to TCGS, PO Box 3956, Sonora, CA 95370.
cancelled check is your receipt.

Your

DUES ARE PAYABLE ON ANNIVERSAY DATE OF APPLICATION
I hereby acknowledge and consent that, unless otherwise copyrighted or instructed, any family histories, biographies, or
other materials that I donate to the TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, including the above information,
may be published in the Society quarterly, newsletter, or other publications, and may be used in exchange with other
Societies and/or in the Society’s library. All materials donated to the Society become the property of the Society and the
donor acknowledges that they will not be returned.

Signature of Applicant _____________________________________________

Date ____________________
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Tuolumne County Genealogical Society
PO Box 3956
Sonora, CA 95370-3956

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

If your mailing label is RED, payment is due.

Officers / Board Members
President: Pat Perry
Vice President: Phil VanSwoll
Recording Secretary: Marcia VanSwoll
Treasurer: Lori East
Registrar: Lin Gookin / Betty Sparagna
Library Director: Lori East
Education: Judi Lewis
Corresponding Secretary: Dee Baumann
Newsletter Editor: Pixie Bolles
Website Administrator: Lorna Dillon Wick
Immediate Past President: Susan Strope
Ways and Means: Sylvia Roberts / Theresa Dyer

Committee Chairs
Hospitality: Kristine Childres / Brenda Hix
Publicity: Cheryl Maddox
Salt Lake City Trip: Rolene Kiesling
Programs: Committee
Parliamentarian: Susan Strope
Historian: Not Filled
Mentoring Program: Sunny Seidel
Gold Diggers is published bi-monthly by the
Tuolumne County Genealogical Society for the
benefit of the membership. There is no charge
for Gold Diggers.

MUSEUM / GENEALOGY LIBRARY: 158 W. Bradford St., Sonora, CA

Phone: (209) 532-1317

HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday ~ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. / Saturday ~ 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Website: www.tcgen.org

Email: info@tcgen.org
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