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OCTOBER 10

NOVEMBER 14
VICKIE SIDES

SYLVIA ROBERTS
THE SUGG HOUSE
“SONORA TO THE SMITHSONIAN”

GUIDELINES FOR USING THE VETERAN’S SERVICE OFFICE FOR MILITARY
HISTORY RESEARCH

2PM
County Library
480 Greenley Rd., Sonora

2PM
County Library
480 Greenley Rd., Sonora

GENEALOGY HELP AVAILABLE BEFORE EVERY MEETING!
Come to the meeting 30 minutes early and get some help. We have “experts” that will get you on
the right track!
"In October, Sylvia Roberts will discuss some of the unique genealogy issues involved in the research of
Sonora's iconic Sugg family. She will also discuss the recent visit of newly discovered descendants. Also, she
just returned from the opening of The Smithsonian's National Museum of African American history and culture on the mall in Washington DC., where Tuolumne County is now proudly represented!"

CHRISTMAS BRUNCH TIME AGAIN
Yes, it is that time of the year again! Seems like we just did this…but, hey, it’s fun. Let’s do it again!
Yes, it will be at BANNY’S AT MT. SPRINGS GOLF COURSE.
TIME: 10AM
COST: Unknown at this time...probably about like last year which was $20
PLEASE SAVE THIS DATE AND TIME FOR FUN AND HOLIDAY FROLIKING WITH FRIENDS!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As most of you know, we are considering changing from our current meeting schedule to all daytime
meetings. An email was sent to most of our members, asking for their opinion on the possible change. The
board felt very strongly that the subject should be voted on by the entire membership of the society.
Our program meetings are currently at 2:00pm from October through April; and at 7:00pm, from June
through September.
We realize that there are a few members that would find it difficult to attend daytime meetings; however,
many of our members are unable to attend our night meetings.
If you haven’t yet responded to the email that was sent out on September 20 th, please take the time to let me
know your preference; whether we should change to all daytime meetings, or keep our current schedule.
You can email me at patperry@mlode.com, or call me at (209) 586-3214.We really do want to hear from you.
Please respond by October 5, 2016.
The Kathryn Marshal Seminar on October 8th is a great opportunity to learn more about immigration. Her
presentations are always interesting, informative and fun. She’s a great enthusiastic speaker. If you haven’t
yet registered, I encourage you to do so.

We are looking for a new editor for the Golden Roots publication. Betty Sparagna has been the editor for several years
and has done an outstanding job of producing a quality
publication. She has very kindly agreed to continue through
the publication of the January 2017 edition. Please contact
me if you are interested in assuming this important position with the society.

Pat
GEORGIA HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS (FREE)
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/Topics/Media.html
SOUTHERN CAMPAIGNS REVOLUTIONARY WAR PENSION STATEMENTS & ROSTERS
Those who fought in the South in the Revolutionary War…A really GOOD website!
http://revwarapps.org/index.htm
EARLY NEW JERSEY MARRIAGE RECORDS 1665-1800
https://archive.org/stream/marriagerecords101nels#page/n3/mode/2up
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THE LIBRARY CORNER

Once again I ask... did you know we have another group of books that are waiting for you to explore at our
library on Bradford Street?


"Virginia Will Records," which contain court minutes and deeds, probate of certain wills in England, 1)
will indexes and abstracts by county, 2) cross-county will records, 3) verbatim wills.



"Virginia Land Records," early Virginia land records, deeds, surveys, warrants, conveyances, patents, &
grants.



"Virginia Tax Records," tax lists, tithables, poll lists, land tax lists and rent rolls.



"Virginia Military Records," muster and pay rolls, court order books for commissions and appointments,
pension records, land claims, depositions, petitions, militia lists, lists of volunteers, orderly books, and
service records.

A benefit of being a member of our society is that you can check these books out for three weeks.
Below is the query list of Surnames the library received for July through September:
Wilson/Fitzgerald
Stubblefield
Henson
Clouds and rain drops today. Did you hear it, smell it and feel it. Fall is coming!
Enjoy the Autumn days.

Kristine
MAC USERS…
If you use an apple computer and would like help understanding it, or would love to
show others how to understand their “people friendly” computer, we are considering
having some time set aside at the Computer Group meeting for this project.
Please let me know if this interests you. The Computer Interest Group meets on the ODD
MONTHS at 12pm on the day of the General Meeting at the library. Thanks!

Judy Herring— herring@mlode.com
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STILL TIME TO SEE
KATHRYN MARSHALL, PHD. SEMINAR
Don’t miss out on this great chance to see Kathryn
talk about these subjects:


“Early American Settlement Patterns”



“Midwestern Migration”



“Southern States Research”



“Western Migration Trails”

If you have heard Kathryn Marshall speak before, you already know what a vast
knowledge she has of her subject. She will make each subject fun, and you will
come away with new information that you can use to possibly solve your brick
walls!
DATE: OCTOBER 8, 2016
PLACE: LDS FAMILY HISTORY CENTER, HILLSDALE DRIVE, SONORA
TIME: 9 TO 4PM
COST: MEMBERS, $20; NON-MEMBERS, $25; AT DOOR, $30 MEMBER OR NON,
LUNCH TO BE INCLUDED
—————————————————————————————————————————
Please send registration information to:
TCGS, P.O. Box 3956, Sonora, CA 95370—3956 or…
Register online at: www.tcgn.org
Name: ____________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________
Tel Number:________________________________________________________
Email:_____________________________________________________________
Thank You!
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https://archive.org/
details/nycmarriageindex
New York City Marriage
Index
This collection contains im-

GOODBYE PARTY FOR DIANE MANLEY...BOO, HOO…
So sorry to see her leave!!! LDS won’t be the same...

U.S. MIGRATION TRAILS & ROADS

- A chronological list of major historic
trails and roads used in the settlement of the united states. This a great research tool if you
trying to figure out the route your ancestors took when getting to a new place.
http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/US_Migration_Trails_and_Roads

King's Highway (example)
The King's Highway was also called in various parts the "Kennebunk Road," "Boston
Post Road," "New York-Philadelphia Post Road," "Pequot Path," "Delaware Indian Path
(New Jersey)," "Great Coastal Road," "Potomoc Trail," or "Charleston-Savannah Trail."
It evolved from a network of Indian paths into postal trails, and then into an important
Colonial American wagon and stagecoach route for
settlers along the Atlantic coast. In 1664 British King
Charles II requested a road from Boston to New York
City, newly conquered from the Dutch. However, the
sea route was relatively easier and safer. So as late as
1704 even finding the lightly traveled postal road was
difficult. The highway in South Carolina was built from
1732 to 1735. By 1750, weather permitting, wagons
and regularly scheduled stagecoaches traversed a
continuous road from Boston, Massachusetts, to
Charleston, South Carolina, a trip of about 1,300
miles (2,100 km). As roads developed in America
settlers were attracted to nearby communities because the roads provided access to markets. They
could sell their products at distant markets, and buy
products made far away. If an ancestor settled near a
road, you may be able to trace back to a place of
origin on a connecting highway.
Before 1735, people on horseback found traveling the
muddy pathways of the King's Highway a difficult
journey. Occasional stagecoaches between Boston
and New York started about 1735. Regular schedules
for stagecoaches were not available until the 1740s.
Several nearly parallel routes eventually developed
favoring different towns. The "highway" included several possible ferry routes off
Manhattan Island. Prior to 1745 travelers from Philadelphia more often used boats to
New Castle, Delaware. By 1775 the highway stretched from Maine to Georgia and became one of the unifying factors of the American Revolution. The name "King's Highway" fell into disfavor because of the war, but troops on both sides often used it. Parts
of the highway in the Williamsburg-Yorktown area of Virginia were virtually abandoned after the Revolution.

ages of the index to New
York City marriage records. These records were
originally kept by the New
York City Clerk's Office ,
and were later moved to the
New York City Municipal
Archives. For many decades
the data was only available to
the public in microfilm format, and only able to be
viewed onsite at the Municipal Archives building in lower Manhattan. Reclaim The
Records finally obtained the
first-ever copies of these microfilms in October 2015,
following the settlement of a
lawsuit they had brought
against the Archives. Reclaim
The Records digitized the
films and uploaded the images to the Internet Archive in
April 2016.
There are two indices to this
record collection, commonly
called the “Brides Index” and
Grooms Index”, to help you
find the right document. Both
the certificates and its indices
are available on FamilySearch microfilm. They
have also been transcribed
and turned into a free searchable database through a volunteer-run project organized
by non-profit genealogy
groups.
That
volunteercreated transcribed database
was also recently added to
Ancestry.com.
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The Civil War and the Jewish Seder
For American Jewry during the Civil War, the Passover story was especially powerful. Northern soldiers saw clear
parallels between the Union freeing the South’s slaves and Moses leading the ancient Hebrews out of Egypt. For
Jewish Yankees, it was important to conduct their Seders, and despite obstacles they managed to do so.
In 1862, the Jewish Messenger published an account by J. A. Joel of the 23rd Ohio Volunteer Regiment of an improvised Seder celebrated by Union soldiers in Fayette, West Virginia (a Southern state that remained in the Union). Joel and twenty other Jewish soldiers were granted leave to observe Passover. A soldier from the 23rd Ohio
home on leave in Cincinnati shipped matzot and Haggadot to his colleagues. Joel wrote:
We . . . sen[t] parties to forage in the country [for Passover food] while a party stayed to build a log hut for the
services. . . We obtained two kegs of cider, a lamb, several chickens and some eggs. Horseradish or parsley we
could not obtain, but in lieu we found a weed whose bitterness, I apprehend, exceeded anything our forefathers
‘enjoyed.’ …
We had the lamb, but did not know what part was to represent it at the table; but Yankee ingenuity prevailed, and
it was decided to cook the whole and put it on the table, then we could dine off it, and be sure we got the right part.
The necessaries for the choroutzes we could not obtain, so we got a brick which, rather hard to digest, reminded
us, by looking at it, for what purpose it was intended.
Yankee ingenuity indeed! Historian Bertram Korn observes, “It must have been quite a sight: these twenty men
gathered together in a crude and hastily-built log hut, their weapons at their side, prepared as in Egypt-land for all
manner of danger, singing the words of praise and faith in the ancient language of Israel.” The Seder proceeded
smoothly until the eating of the bitter herbs. Joel recounted:
We all had a large portion of the herb ready to eat at the moment I said the blessing; each [ate] his portion, when
horrors! What a scene ensued . . . The herb was very bitter and very fiery like Cayenne pepper, and excited our
thirst to such a degree that we forgot the law authorizing us to drink only four cups, and . . . we drank up all the
cider. Those that drank more freely became excited and one thought he was Moses, another Aaron, and one had
the audacity to call himself a Pharaoh. The consequence was a skirmish, with nobody hurt, only Moses, Aaron and
Pharaoh had to be carried to the camp, and there left in the arms of Morpheus.
More problematic was the situation of Union soldiers who, unable to hold their own Seders, were forced to
“fraternize” with local Southern Jews. Myer Levy of Philadelphia, for example, was in a Virginia town one Passover late in the war when he saw a young boy sitting on his front steps eating a piece of matzo. According to Korn,
when Levy “asked the boy for a piece, the child fled indoors, shouting at the top of his lungs, ‘Mother, there’s a
damn Yankee Jew outside!’ The boy’s mother invited Levy to Seder that night. One wonders how the Virginian
family and the Yankee soldier each interpreted the Haggadah portions describing the evils of bondage.
On the eve of the fifth day of Passover (April 14), 1865, Abraham Lincoln was shot and died of his wounds in the
early morning of April 15, which had already been scheduled as a national day of prayer to mark the end of the
Civil War. Jews across the land were gathering in synagogues to give thanks. When news of Lincoln’s death arrived, Korn notes, the synagogue altars were quickly draped in black and, instead of Passover melodies, the congregations chanted Yom Kippur hymns. Rabbis set aside their sermons and wept openly at their pulpits, as did
their congregants. Lincoln had been protective of American Jewry, overturning General Grant’s infamous General
Order #11 expelling Jews from the Department of the Tennessee and supporting legislation allowing Jewish chaplains to serve in the military. The Jewish Record drew the analogy between Lincoln not having lived to see the reconciliation of North and South and Moses dying on Mount Pisgah before he saw the Israelites enter the Promised
Land.
Today, the U.S. military does a superb job of assuring that its Jewish members are able to observe the requirements of their faith even in the most remote or hostile locales.
Courtesy of: Jewish Heritage Center at New England Historic Genealogical Society
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HOW TO SIGN UP FOR THE “NEW SHARES” FROM SAVEMART
1. GO TO: http://www.escrip.com/
2. CLICK ON: Make A Difference
3. TYPE: your Zip Code
4. CLICK: Continue
5. FILL IN: Name, email address, and make up a password (repeat it)
6. CLICK: Continue
7. SELECT: School or Non-Profit (Type in Tuolumne County Genealogical
ty)

Socie-

8. CLICK: Box with the Society’s address (158 Bradford St.)
9. CLICK: Continue
10. TYPE: Your telephone number (this allows you to just give them your phone
number at checkout without a card)
11. CLICK: Continue
12. CLICK:

Sign Up!

And you are done!!
Now, when you go to Savemart to shop, just poke your telephone number into
the little gadget by the check stand and the money will “pour” into our account!
Since they changed over to the new system our returns have really dropped off
so it’s really important to do this and help us get back to normal. THIS HAS BEEN
THE BEST FUNDRAISER WE HAVE EVER HAD...AND IT IS SO SIMPLE!
HERE’S AN UNUSUAL CUSTOM
Question: In which country would you be most likely
to find coffins hanging from cliff walls?
Answer:The practice of placing the coffin on the side
of a mountain instead of in the ground is found in
some regions of China, the Philippines and Indonesia.
It was believed that this type of interment prevented
the bodies from being desecrated by animals and lifted the soul of the deceased closer to heaven.
[Thanks to Judi Jones who researched this for the
“Grave Matters” newsletter of the IOOF Adopt-AGrave group here in Sonora.]
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

SHARES
REWARDS
TOTAL

MEETINGS

$4,980.50
Our society has made
this much money by
giving your telephone
number to the clerk at
SaveMart Market!!!

COMPUTER TECH GROUP

DO YOU KNOW HOW TO
SIGN UP??? go to

www.tcgen.org

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS…
(If you have moved or changed your email address, let

us know and it will be changed in the Roster)

NEW MEMBERS:
Phyllis Manford-Murphys, CA
Kirk McAllister - Hilmar, CA
Duane Champion - Menlo Park, CA
Gary Stockel - Tracy, CA
Darell Basham - Sonora, CA
Cynthia & Dennis Park - Jamestown, CA
Andy & Robin Mattos - Sonora, CA

Explore problem areas dealing with computers
and genealogy. Bring your questions and we
will discuss them and try to find solutions. We
are not discussing your genealogy problems...just those relating to the computer!
We meet in the same room and same day as the
regular genealogy meeting but only on the ODD
months. Meeting time is 12:00pm,
Bring a lunch or snack if you like....
Call Judy Herring for information 533-8996

Next Meeting
November 14

Next Meeting
October 10

MEMBERSHIP ROSTERS
Membership Rosters are available at the Museum
or by e-mail (send request to info@tcgen.org
If your information is not correct, please let us know by
sending an e-mail message to:
Betty Sparagna, info@tcgen.org
or call Betty at 532-1317.
Thank you for helping us to keep our
Membership Roster up-to-date!

Betty Sparagna, TCGS Registrar

THE WRITERS GROUP
Contacts:
Pat Perry at 586-3214
or Marilyn Fullam at 588-9873.
This group meets on EVEN MONTHS except
December. At 12 pm. Meetings are at the
County Library on Greenley Rd.
This is an informal group that meets to share
information and encourage the writing of our
family histories.
You can come and bring your lunch if you’re
working!
Our regular general meeting follows at 2 pm
(during winter hours) in the same room so
plan on staying through.
Come on out!
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PLACES TO DO GENEALOGY
RESEARCH LOCALLY


LDS Church
19481 Hillsdale Dr.
Sonora 209 536-9206
Hours—Tue, Wed, Thurs
10AM to 4 PM &
6:30 PM to 9 PM

OCTOBER


GENERAL MEETING
October 10, 2pm
Public Library
Conference Room




BOARD MEETING

158 W. Bradford St.
Sonora 209 532-1317
Hours— Tues, Thurs
10 AM to 4 PM
Sat 10 AM to 3:30 PM
Email: info@tcgen.org
Website: www.tcgen.org

Papa’s New Roost

NOVEMBER
GENERAL MEETING
November 14, 2pm
Public Library
Conference Room



TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY LIBRARY

October 17, 9:30 AM



FAMILY HISTORY CENTER

BOARD MEETING
November 21, 9:30 A.M.
Papa’s New Roost

Label Language
(Dues Reminder)
Take a look at your Gold Digger label. If your
name is in red and you see either “8/16”or
“9/16 by your name, your dues are due now.

Although you have 60 days to renew your dues,
please do so now..
Fill out the application on the following page
(if there are no changes, just your
name will do) and mail your check to

TUOLUMNE COUNTY LIBRARY
480 Greenley Rd.
Sonora 209 533-5507

Hours— Tuesday - Saturday
10 AM to 6 PM
Closed: Sunday, Monday
& Holidays
COLUMBIA STATE PARK ARCHIVES
11255 Jackson St., Columbia (Hwy 49)
Must Call 209 536-9736 for appt.
Open Tues. 12-3pm, Thurs. 10-1pm
2nd Sat. of month 12-2pm

the Society’s PO Box 3956 (on the Form ) or give to the Registrar at the next meeting.
If you have already mailed your check for dues, please disregard this notice.

JUDY
Letters to the Editor are always welcome! We’d love to hear from you!
My e-mail address: herring@mlode.com
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TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 3956, Sonora, California 95370-3956
LIBRARY – 158 W. Bradford Street, Sonora
Email: info@tcgen.org
ONLY FOR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Name______________________________________________________________________________
P.O. Box or Street Address_____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number

Home________________________________Work__________________________

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP
Please check box for the type of membership for which you are including a check:
Regular/Individual $20
Family $28

Patron/Organization $50
Life $300

Receive Golden Roots

Individual or Married Couple

by mail

Or

Electronically

Make checks payable to TCGS and mail to PO Box 3956, Sonora Ca 95370 Canceled check is your
receipt.
If you would like a membership card sent to you, please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Yes, I want a membership card. SASE is enclosed.
I would like to make a donation to the Society,
Signature
of
Date___________________________________

NEED WORK DONE
ON YOUR
COMPUTER?
House

calls….

No, I don’t want a membership card.

Amount ______________
Applicant________________________________

THE ONE WHO DRIVES
WHEN HE'S BEEN DRINKING
DEPENDS ON YOU
TO DO HIS THINKING
Burma Shave

STEVE FINIGIAN
Sierra Network
Services & Home
Computer Repairs
209 743-0100

TOTE BAGS

$15 EACH

GREAT FOR SALT LAKE - CARRY YOUR
RESEARCH MATERIAL ANYWHERE!
HUNTER GREEN WITH OUR TCGS LOGO ON THE
SIDE.
ROOMY, WIDE BOTTOM AND SIDES.

Member discount

Available at Museum Library or Meetings
AVAILABLE AT MEETINGS OR MUSEUM….

11

Tuolumne County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 3956
Sonora Ca 95370-3956

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

GOLD DIGGERS is published bi-monthly by Tuolumne County Genealogical Society, 158 W. Bradford St., Sonora / P.O. Box 3956
Sonora, CA 95370-3956, for the benefit of the membership. There is no charge for GOLD DIGGERS

OFFICERS / BOARD MEMBERS

Immediate Past President: Susan Strope
Ways & Means - Sylvia Roberts/Theresa Dyer

President: Pat Perry
Vice-President: Phil VanSwoll

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Recording Secretary: Pixie Bolles

Hospitality: Kristine Childress, Brenda Hix

Treasurer: Lori East

Publicity: Cheryl Maddox

Registrar: Kate Baum / Betty Sparagna

Salt Lake City: Rolene Kiesling

Library Director: Lori East

Programs: Committee

Education: Marie Tiraschi/Judi Lewis

Parliamentarian: Susan Strope

Corresponding Secretary: Dee Baumann
Periodical Editor: Betty Sparagna

Historian - Anthea Neilson
Mentoring Program - Sunny Seidel

Newsletter Editor: Judy Herring

Library Technician: Judy Herring

Website Administrator : Lorna Dillon Wick
MUSEUM/GENEALOGY LIBRARY: 158 W. Bradford St. Phone: 209 532-1317
OPEN: Tuesday & Thursday—10:00 a. m. to 4:00 p. m.
SATURDAY— 10:00 a. m. to 3:30 p. m.

http:/www.tcgen.org email: info@tcgen.org
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