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AUGUST 8
DISCOVER

SONORA’S I00F CEMETERY
WITH

PAT DAMBACHER

SEPTEMBER 12
TIPS & TRIPS
ON
ANCESTRY.COM
Presented by Phil VanSwoll

7 PM

7PM

County Library

County Library

480 Greenley Rd., Sonora

480 Greenley Rd., Sonora

GENEALOGY HELP AVAILABLE BEFORE EVERY MEETING!
Come to the meeting 30 minutes early and get some help. We have “experts” that will get you on
For Augusts meeting, member Pat Dambacher will do a presentation on Sonora’s IOOF Cemetery.
She will talk about the Adopt-A-Grave project that has re-vitalized and sparked new interest in finding who is buried there and taking care of the graves. She will explain about the website, and how

DO YOU HAVE ANCESTORS FROM ONTARIO AND UPPER CANADA?
Here is the website for you! Lots of databases for these places...many subjects besides just
names! Good luck...
http://www.ontariogenealogy.com/
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By the time you read this newsletter, our first all day Beginners Workshop will have been presented by society member Lynne Storm. I know this will be a great success for those attending. The emphasis for the workshop is getting organized. I am looking forward to learning some valuable tips from Lynne.
Marie Tiraschi, our Education Chair, and Judy Lewis our Chair for next year are working hard to make the
Kathryn Marshall seminar in October a very special event. This year we will be featuring one speaker and the
cost of the event will include lunch. Look for additional information on the event in this newsletter.
Be sure to visit our website at tcgen.org. Lorna Wick has spent a lot of time and effort in making our new
website interesting and informative, and I encourage all members to take a look. Lorna is also working on a
new color brochure for the society, which should be completed in the near future.
I hope you are enjoying your summer!

Pat

DNA TO RESOLVE HEREDITARY TITLES FOR ARISTICRATIC ENGLISH
A court case in England has been won by Murray Pringle making him the rightful heir to the Baronetcy of
Stichill, - a village near Kelso, in the Scottish Borders, instead of his cousin-once-removed, Simon Pringle.
Mr. Pringle, 57, had been due to inherit the title following the death of his father, Sir Steuart Pringle, the
10th Baronet, a decorated Royal Marines commander, three years ago.
But his claim was challenged after a DNA sample given by Sir Steuart before his death for a genealogy
project showed that his own father, Sir Norman Hamilton Pringle, the 9th Baronet, had been illegitimate.
The disclosure confirmed suspicions long-held in at least some parts of the family that Sir Norman was
the secret love child of his mother, Lady Florence Pringle, and another man, weeks before her wedding in
1902. The DNA tests showed conclusively that Sir Steuart was not in the male line of succession at all.
By cross-referencing the results with other relatives, the analysis showed that the anomaly could be
traced to a secret liaison involving his grandmother. The lengthy battle hinged on who counted as the
next in line to a title granted in 1683 by Charles II to the First Baronet, Robert Pringle and the "male heirs
from his body".
Simon Pringle’s lawyers did not challenge the DNA but argued that it was inadmissible because of the
passage of time. Crucially, however, the judges ruled time was no barrier to such a claim.
It is agreed that this case could have far reaching implications for titled families facing a challenge over
succession, possibly even for the Royal Family.
For more information, go to: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/06/20/accountant-wins-legalclaim-to-baronetcy-in-unusual-cuckoo-in-th/
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THE LIBRARY CORNER

One of our members, Marilyn Solari has donated, to our library, eight volumes of, "The Search For Missing
Friends: Irish Immigrant Advertisements Place in the Boston Pilot."
The volumes cover the following years:
Volume I 1831- 1850

Volume II 1851-1853

Volume III 1853-1856

Volume IV 1857-1860

Volume V 1861-1865

Volume VI 1866-1870

Volume VII 1871-1876

Volume VIII 1877-1920

The introduction says that, "the advertisements arose from necessity. In the transition to life in America families
were separated, addresses lost and confused, and many of the new comers simply disappeared into the vastness
of the, 'promised land.'" Information on whom they are looking for, aliases, home address in Ireland and local address from the United States and the names of the missing and the person who is searching. These are a few examples of what was contained in the inner pages of the newspaper, Boston Pilot.
Volume IV 1866-1870
"Of Alice McGuire, a native of the county Monaghan, who has not been heard of since the beginning of the late
War, and was located in the State of New York. Information of her whereabouts will be received by her brother,
Charles Slowey, through the Rev. F. P. Murtagh, Pastor, Canton, Madison County, Mississippi."
"Of James Sullivan, a native of Castletown Berehaven (County Cork) was last heard from was in Port Hope, Canada
West. His daughter, Margaret is now in Boston and anxious to hear from him. Address Margaret Sullivan, no. 8
Gate St., South Boston, Massachusetts. Care of J. A. Hassett, Esq."
"Of Margaret and Mary Joyce, two sisters, (Joyce is the maiden name,) who left Clifden, Connemara, County Galway, and landed in Canada about 18 years ago. Information will be received by their sister, Honora Joyce,
Steubenville P O., Jefferson County, Ohio."
"Of James McGrady, who left Belfast (County Antrim), 10 years ago and enlisted
in Company G, (55?) Regt. Ohio Volunteers in 1865; went to Sandusky, Ohio and left there. Information will be
received by his uncle, James Crawford, bricklayer, Pawtucket, Rhode Island."
To those of you with Irish ancestry this will be the pot of gold you have been looking for.
Below is the query list of Surnames the library received for May and June 2016:
O'Beirne, Mitchell, Sharp
Summer is heating up! Great time to stay inside and work on genealogy...

Kristine
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KATHRYN MARSHALL, PHD. SEMINAR
Don’t miss out on this great chance to see Kathryn
talk about these subjects:


“Early American Settlement Patterns”



“Midwestern Migration”



“Southern States Research”



“Western Migration Trails”

If you have heard Kathryn Marshall speak before, you already know what a vast
knowledge she has of her subject. She will make each subject fun, and you will
come away with new information that you can use to possibly solve your brick
walls!
SAVE THIS DATE: OCTOBER 8, 2016
PLACE: LDS FAMILY HISTORY CENTER, HILLSDALE DRIVE, SONORA
TIME: 9 TO 4PM
COST: MEMBERS, $20; NON-MEMBERS, $25; AT DOOR, $30 MEMBER OR NON,
LUNCH TO BE INCLUDED
—————————————————————————————————————————
Please send registration information to:
TCGS, P.O. Box 3956, Sonora, CA 95370—3956 or…
Register online at: www.tcgn.org
Name: ____________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________
Tel Number:________________________________________________________
Email:_____________________________________________________________
Thank You!
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DID YOU KNOW:
CHILDREN WERE ONCE SENT THROUGH THE MAIL…

In the early days of the parcel post, some parents took advantage of the mail in unexpected ways.
One of the most overlooked, yet most significant innovations
of the early 20th century might be the Post Office’s decision to
start shipping large parcels and packages through the mail.
While private delivery companies flourished during the 19th
century, the Parcel Post dramatically expanded the reach of
mail-order companies to America’s many rural communities,
as well as the demand for their products. When the Post
Office’s Parcel Post officially began on January 1, 1913, the
new service suddenly allowed millions of Americans great
access to all kinds of goods and services. But almost
immediately, it had some unintended consequences as some
parents tried to send their children through the mail.
Just a few weeks after Parcel Post began, an Ohio couple
named Jesse and Mathilda Beagle “mailed” their 8-month-old son James to his grandmother, who lived
just a few miles away in Batavia. Baby James was just shy of the 11-pound weight limit for packages sent
via Parcel Post, and his “delivery” cost his parents only 15 cents in postage (although they did insure
him for $50). The quirky story soon made newspapers, and for the next several years, similar stories
would occasionally surface as other parents followed suit. Postage was cheaper than a train ticket. In
one famous case, on February 19, 1914, a four-year-old girl named Charlotte May Pierstorff was
“mailed” via train from her home in Grangeville, Idaho to her grandparents’ house about 73 miles away.
Luckily, little May wasn’t unceremoniously shoved into a canvas sack along with the other packages. As
it turns out, she was accompanied on her trip by her mother’s cousin, who worked as a clerk for the
railway mail service. It’s likely that his influence (and his willingness to chaperone his young cousin) is
what convinced local officials to send the little girl along with the mail.
Over the years, these stories continued to pop up from time to time as parents occasionally managed to
slip their children through the mail thanks to rural workers willing to let it slide. Finally, on June 14,
1913, several newspapers including the Washington Post, the New York Times, and the Los Angeles
Times all ran stories stating the the postmaster had officially decreed that children could no longer be
sent through the mail. But while this announcement seems to have stemmed the trickle of tots traveling
via post, the story wasn’t entirely accurate.
According to the regulations at that point, the only animals that were allowed in the mail were bees and
bugs,. There’s an account of May Pierstorff being mailed under the chicken rate, but actually chicks
weren’t allowed until 1918.”
Mail carriers were trusted servants, and that goes to prove it. There are stories of rural carriers
delivering babies and taking care of the sick. Even now, they’ll save lives because they’re sometimes the
only persons that visit a remote household every day.
Luckily, there are more travel options for children these days than pinning some postage to their shirts
and sending them off with the mailman.
By Danny Lewis, Smithsonian.com
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT YOUR FAMILY HEALTH HISTORY?
What do you really know about why your ancestors died? Probably just the stories that were passed to
you from a relative. But, can you rely on that second hand information? Not always.
Today, more and more, doctors are finding out that had they known about a patient’s family health history they could have predicted that patient’s disease a lot faster...perhaps in time to save a life. Sometimes
precious time is wasted checking symptoms and trying to put together the puzzle of a specific sickness.
When, if the doctor knew in advance that there was cancer of a certain type in the genes, he could have
narrowed it down and started treatment sooner.
Many illnesses, from diabetes and asthma to heart disease and dementia — are at least partly hereditary. One recent study found that 33 percent of cancer diagnoses can be explained by genes. Alcoholism is
as much as 60 percent genetic; schizophrenia occurs in less than 1 percent of the general population
but in 10 percent of people who have a sibling or parent with the disorder. “What happens in your family
is an approximation of what happens to you,” geneticist Joe Nadeau told New York magazine. “The conventional family history is still the best predictor of disease risk.”
For many patients, sharing this information could save their lives. If a patient’s family is peppered with
alcoholics, the doctor might advise him or her to avoid liquor. If a patient’s relatives have suffered from
colon cancer, he would know to look for gene mutations and prescribe frequent colonoscopies.
Only one-third of Americans have ever tried to collect their family medical histories from relatives. And
even when they do, they can run into major problems. You probably know less than you think about your
family’s predispositions. Part of the blame can lie with the doctor. One study found that physicians devote just three minutes to asking family-history questions during a patient’s first visit.
Many people don’t have any idea what a near relative died of. If it was an illness that had a stigma to it,
the person may have died without telling anyone what was wrong with them. Fear, ostracism and shame
may have kept other relatives from telling about habits such as alcoholism or psychiatric problems.
Others may interpret the symptoms in the wrong way i.e., the sister that died of breast cancer because of
a divorce; the father that “had a touch of melanoma”; or the person that said no one in his family had
cancer because no one had died of it. They are misleading themselves and others.
And when we can look back at family records, we might not understand what we’re reading. It wasn’t so
long ago that tuberculosis was known as “consumption” and epilepsy was “falling sickness.” Strokes were
“apoplexy,” and “bad blood” was code for syphilis.
Even with official health documents or family stories, we need to remain skeptical. Mistakes in records
happen. And memory is not a factual accounting of past events but a construction of what
we think happened. Lung cancer may have, in fact, been colon cancer; ovarian cancer perhaps was cervical cancer. This matters because different types of cancers put patients at risk for different kinds of diseases.
It’s not easy to research your family’s health history, but it is well worth the effort. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the National Institutes of Health have online guides to help people get
started. You owe it to yourself and your children to do as much as you can to find out the health history of
your family. As a genealogist, you are used to challenges. This may be the most important mystery you
solve!
http://www.cdc.gov/genomics/famhistory/
https://medlineplus.gov/familyhistory.html
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DAVID RUMSEY MAP COLLECTION
A good map can be worth a thousand words! Sometimes you just need to “see” a place to understand
where it was in relation to another place...and hopefully see it during the time period that your ancestor
was there.
Here is a map collection that is extraordinary. The maps are beautifully done by well known cartographers ...and you don’t have to pay to view them. There are several viewers offered that will present the maps differently. I like the
Georeferenced view. It brings up the old map beside a version of
the current map. There are 3D viewers. Be sure to look at
“BROWSE BY CATEGORIES: WHAT, WHERE, WHO, WHEN”. This
is a long list of choices as to what is available, and believe me,
there is a lot!
Another interesting thing to check out is “GOOGLE MAPS”. This
feature brings up a choice of map areas and when you choose
one, it opens the current view along with an old map overlay. Really clever, the two maps are aligned perfectly and in a few, you
can see where houses used to be. This is also a feature of Google
Earth, but here it is already done for you. Unfortunately, there
are only 120 Rumsey maps available for this feature and they are
all over the world, but it is still fun to look at.
Atlas maps offer all the states and countries with different dates to choose from. Also, there are old pictures of areas and people. All in all, this is a great website to investigate when you have a few minutes to
spare. Have fun!
http://www.davidrumsey.com/

PHOTOGRAPHER’S IDENTITIES CATALOG
Do you have old pictures that you can’t identify? Wouldn’t it be nice to find out something
about them? Maybe finding information about the photographer will help. Professional
photographers had studios during time periods in various cities around the country or
perhaps in Europe. If you could at least tie down time and place for the picture, it would
be a start at identifying the person.
Photographers’ Identities Catalog (PIC) is a collection of biographical data describing
photographers, studios, manufacturers, and others involved in the production of photographic images. Consisting of names, nationalities, dates, locations and more, PIC is a vast
and growing resource for the historian, student, genealogist, or any lover of photography's history. The information has been culled from trusted biographical dictionaries,
catalogs and databases, and from extensive original research by NYPL Photography Collection staff. This website is made available through the New York Public Library.
http://pic.nypl.org/
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DID YOU HAVE RELATIVES LIVING IN
HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY?

This could include: Jersey City, Bayonne, Hoboken, Weehawken and
many more places. Hudson is located in the heart of the New York
metropolitan area in northeastern New Jersey. Many New Yorkers
worked in New Jersey or vice-versa. This Hudson County Genealogical & Historical Society website might give you some answers. Try it.
http://www.hudsoncountynjgenealogy.org/databases-pub.html

LIFE DURING WW II
Find out what life was like for your parents and grandparents (I’m sure you
In

the last newsletter I
did an article on all of
our members that had
passed away in the past
year or so. I failed to remember Shirley. She had
been sick for awhile and
wasn’t coming to meetings. We miss all of our
friends that have passed
on and hope that someone is taking good care
of the precious genealogy work that they spent
many hours and years

were a baby if you were around then) during the big war. It wasn’t much fun and
there were lots of shortages. Maybe your mom went to work in a factory. You
couldn’t take the car everywhere because of the gas shortage. Nights were very
dark...no lights showing from behind the curtains. Maybe dad or grandpa was an
air-raid warden. You saved cooking grease….one tablespoon was enough to
make 5 bullets. Grease and waste fats were kept in a can, which was turned
in at the local butcher shop when it was full.
Here is a website that will bring it all home for you… check it out!
http://nostalgiacafe.proboards.com/thread/190/1940s-life-world-war-ii

WWII War Ration Books
In the United States, nationwide food rationing was instituted in the spring
of 1942, and each member of the family was issued ration books by the Office of Price Administration (OPA). These books contained stamps and gave
precise details of the amounts of certain types of food that you were allowed.
Rationing insured that each person could get their fair share of the items
that were in short supply due to the war effort and import reductions. By the
end of the war, over a hundred million of each ration book were printed.
Check this database to perhaps find your family's books.
Also, read the interesting actual newspaper clippings regarding rationing during WWII.
http://www.genealogytoday.com/guide/war-ration-books.html
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

SHARES
REWARDS
TOTAL

MEETINGS

$4,856.91
Our society has made
this much money by
giving your telephone
number to the clerk at

COMPUTER TECH GROUP

DO YOU KNOW HOW TO
SIGN UP??? go to

www.tcgen.org

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS…
(If you have moved or changed your email ad-

dress, let us know and it will be changed in the
Roster)

Explore problem areas dealing with computers and
genealogy. Bring your questions and we will discuss them and try to find solutions. We are not
discussing your genealogy problems...just those
relating to the computer!
We meet in the same room and same day as the
regular genealogy meeting but only on the ODD
months. Meeting time is 12:00pm,
Bring a lunch or snack if you like....
Call Judy Herring for information 533-8996

NEW MEMBERS:
Next Meeting

MEMBERSHIP ROSTERS
Membership Rosters are available at the Museum
or by e-mail (send request to info@tcgen.org
If your information is not correct, please let us know by
sending an e-mail message to:

September 12

Next Meeting
August 8

Betty Sparagna, info@tcgen.org
or call Betty at 532-1317.
Thank you for helping us to keep our
Membership Roster up-to-date!
TOLEDO, OHIO BLADE NEWSPAPER
OBITURARIES

The Toledo Lucas County Public Library has created an
online index to obituaries found in The Blade, a Toledo
daily newspaper, which has been continuously published since late 1835. The newspaper was known as
The Toledo Blade until 1960. The index can be
searched by keyword or by last name, first name, address, and year. Click the name link in the search results to view the detailed record, including headline,
name, date of death, age, address, spouse, source,
newspaper, newspaper date (year, month, day), type,
location of the item in the newspaper, and photo. Deaths
recorded in the Toledo City Directory and other Toledo
newspapers are also included in the index. A link in the
record allows you to request a copy of the obituary.
(1837-PRESENT)
http://obits.toledolibrary.org/obits/

THE WRITERS GROUP
Contacts:
Pat Perry at 586-3214
or Marilyn Fullam at 588-9873.
This group meets on EVEN MONTHS except
December. At 12 pm. Meetings are at the
County Library on Greenley Rd.
This is an informal group that meets to share
information and encourage the writing of our
family histories.
You can come and bring your lunch if you’re
working!
Our regular general meeting follows at 2 pm
(during winter hours) in the same room so
plan on staying through.
Come on out!
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PLACES TO DO GENEALOGY
RESEARCH LOCALLY


LDS Church
19481 Hillsdale Dr.
Sonora 209 536-9206
Hours—Tue, Wed, Thurs
10AM to 4 PM &
6:30 PM to 9 PM

AUGUST


FAMILY HISTORY CENTER

GENERAL MEETING
August 8, 7pm
Public Library
Conference Room




SOCIETY LIBRARY

BOARD MEETING

158 W. Bradford St.
Sonora 209 532-1317
Hours— Tues, Thurs
10 AM to 4 PM
Sat 10 AM to 3:30 PM
Email: info@tcgen.org
Website: www.tcgen.org

August 15, 9:30 AM
Papa’s New Roost

SEPTEMBER


TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL

GENERAL MEETING
September 12, 7pm
Public Library


Conference Room


TUOLUMNE COUNTY LIBRARY
480 Greenley Rd.
Sonora 209 533-5507

BOARD MEETING

Hours— Tuesday - Saturday
10 AM to 6 PM
Closed: Sunday, Monday
& Holidays

September 19, 9:30 A.M.
Papa’s New Roost

Label Language
(Dues Reminder)
Take a look at your Gold Digger label. If your
name is in red and you see either “6/16”or “7/16
by your name, your dues are due now. Although
you have 60 days to renew your dues, please do so
now..



COLUMBIA STATE PARK ARCHIVES
11255 Jackson St., Columbia (Hwy 49)
Must Call 209 536-9736 for appt.
Open Tues. 12-3pm, Thurs. 10-1pm
2nd Sat. of month 12-2pm

Fill out the application on the following page
(if there are no changes, just your
name will do) and mail your check to
the Society’s PO Box 3956 (on the Form ) or give to the Registrar at the next meeting.
If you have already mailed your check for dues, please disregard this notice.

JUDY
Letters to the Editor are always welcome! We’d love to hear from you!
My e-mail address: herring@mlode.com
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TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 3956, Sonora, California 95370-3956
LIBRARY – 158 W. Bradford Street, Sonora
Email: info@tcgen.org
ONLY FOR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Name______________________________________________________________________________
P.O. Box or Street Address_____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number

Home________________________________Work__________________________

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP
Please check box for the type of membership for which you are including a check:
Regular/Individual $20
Family $28

Patron/Organization $50
Life $300

Receive Golden Roots

Individual or Married Couple

by mail

Or

Electronically

Make checks payable to TCGS and mail to PO Box 3956, Sonora Ca 95370 Canceled check is your
receipt.
If you would like a membership card sent to you, please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Yes, I want a membership card. SASE is enclosed.
I would like to make a donation to the Society,
Signature
of
Date___________________________________

NEED WORK DONE
ON YOUR
COMPUTER?
House calls….
STEVE FINIGIAN
Sierra Network
Services & Home
Computer Repairs
209 743-0100





No, I don’t want a membership card.

Amount ______________
Applicant________________________________

KANSAS CEMETERY DATABASES
Phillipsburg – Fairview Cemetery
http://www.phillipsburgks.us/index.aspx?nid=114
Chanute –
http://www.chanute.org/484/Search-Cemetery-Lots
Miami County – Births, Deaths, Marriages
http://www.miamicountyks.org/260/Genealogy-Records
TOTE BAGS

$15 EACH

GREAT FOR SALT LAKE - CARRY YOUR RESEARCH
MATERIAL ANYWHERE!
HUNTER GREEN WITH OUR TCGS LOGO ON THE
SIDE.
ROOMY, WIDE BOTTOM AND SIDES.
Available at Museum Library or Meetings

Member discount

AVAILABLE AT MEETINGS OR MUSEUM….
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Tuolumne County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 3956
Sonora Ca 95370-3956

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

GOLD DIGGERS is published bi-monthly by Tuolumne County Genealogical Society, 158 W. Bradford St., Sonora / P.O. Box 3956
Sonora, CA 95370-3956, for the benefit of the membership. There is no charge for GOLD DIGGERS

OFFICERS / BOARD MEMBERS

Immediate Past President: Susan Strope
Ways & Means - Sylvia Roberts/Theresa Dyer

President: Pat Perry
Vice-President: Phil VanSwoll

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Recording Secretary: Pixie Bolles

Hospitality: Kristine Childress, Brenda Hix

Treasurer: Lori East

Publicity: Cheryl Maddox

Registrar: Kate Baum / Betty Sparagna

Salt Lake City: Rolene Kiesling

Library Director: Lori East

Programs: Committee

Education: Marie Tiraschi/Judi Lewis

Parliamentarian: Susan Strope

Corresponding Secretary: Dee Baumann
Periodical Editor: Betty Sparagna

Historian - Anthea Neilson
Mentoring Program - Sunny Seidel

Newsletter Editor: Judy Herring

Library Technician: Judy Herring

MUSEUM/GENEALOGY LIBRARY: 158 W. Bradford St. Phone: 209 532-1317
OPEN: Tuesday & Thursday—10:00 a. m. to 4:00 p. m.
SATURDAY— 10:00 a. m. to 3:30 p. m.

http:/www.tcgen.org email: info@tcgen.org
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