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GOLD DIGGERS 

    Vol. 35 Issue 3                    OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 2015 

TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

SONORA, CALIFORNIA 

 

NOVEMBER 9 

Chuck Holland 

“PUBLISHING YOUR 

GENEALOGY” 
 

2PM 
County Library  

480 Greenley Rd., Sonora 

 

 

OCTOBER 12 

Lori East 

“WEBSITE FAVORITES” 

 

7 PM 
County Library  

480 Greenley Rd., Sonora 

 

GENEALOGY HELP AVAILABLE BEFORE EVERY MEETING! 

Come to the meeting 30 minutes early and get some help.  We have “experts” that 

will get you on the right track! 

Be prepared to get a lot out of the October meeting!  Lori will give you great ideas 
dealing with online websites that will show you new places to look for your ancestors! 
She is an excellent speaker, and may have a joke….or two. 

UP-COMING MEETINGS: 

DECEMBER: Christmas Brunch at Bannys (no general meeting this month) 

JANUARY: Family Treasures 

FEBRUARY: Joan Rutty “Using Heritage Quest in the Library” 

MARCH: Brenda Hix and Ron Knox “Making the Most of On-Site Research” 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

REMEMBER 

TO RECYCLE! 

The Genealogical Society has an account at the 
Recycle Center on Camage Dr. in Sonora.  
When you take your things, ask them to give 
your society credit…... 

 

DON’T FORGET….. 

You can always come to the Genealogy Library on 

Bradford St. and use Ancestry.com on our comput-

ers.  Or, you can go to the Family History Center on 

Hillsdale Dr. and use it there!  Both offer  

  FREE ACCESS! 

       Hiding In Plain Sight 

Dear Fellow Genealogists, 

Every summer my husband and I have driven to Oregon and Washington for the an-

nual family reunions, but this year the reunions were family memorials.  We had lost 

two of our oldest surviving relatives who were also great storytellers.  We only had a 

few days for the drive and we wanted to spend as little time as possible sitting in traf-

fic jams on Interstate 5.  So we decided on some alternate routes and all went well un-

til old Hwy. 99 got to Oregon City where our progress slowed to a crawl. When the 

traffic came to a complete standstill we had time to look at our surroundings and no-

ticed an imposing gray building on a bluff above Hwy. 99—Oregon Territorial Muse-

um.  We had been through Oregon City many times, but we had never seen nor visit-

ed this museum.  The traffic began to move and we were on our way. 

On the day before we needed to be at the last memorial we decided to do some sight-

seeing in Oregon City.  We realized that we had never visited one of the most famous 

residences in Oregon History, the Dr. John McLoughlin House.  After the tour we 

asked our docent for directions to the Oregon Territorial Museum.  We’ve all heard 

the adage “stop and smell the flowers” and were we ever glad that we did.  As we 

paid our admission I noticed a sign over a doorway, “Clackamas County Family His-

tory Society.”  Unfortunately, it was not open that day, but one of the volunteers took 

my contact information and noted what I was interested in finding.  We toured the 

museum and were very impressed by the displays and how much we learned.   

The next morning when I checked my email there was a message telling me that a vol-

unteer had found what I wanted and was still looking for more.  Since then I have re-

ceived land records, death certificates, and more.  I’m sending another list concerning 

other family members.  It was definitely worthwhile to slow down and take that little 

side trip. What we learned that day enriched our knowledge about our ancestors lives 

and added to our families’ stories.   

Susan Strope      
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DON’T FORGET THE WORKSHOP 
 

Date:         Saturday October 24, 2015 from 8:15AM-4PM 

Location:  LDS –Family History Center 

            19481 Hillsdale Dr., Sonora        

 

Steve Morse, creator of the One-Step Website, is our keynote speaker this 

year.  He will spend the morning educating us about his One-Step Website.  

He will first address the “Potpourri of Search Tools” on the website followed 

by additional information or a “Hodgepodge of Lesser Known Gems.” No 

matter your level of genealogical experience, you are sure to learn many 

new things from Steve.  

 

Throughout the afternoon, we are offering a number of concurrent mini-

sessions that will provide attendees with technological and other practical 

information to assist with family history and genealogy. Concurrently, we 

are offering a beginning genealogy workshop all afternoon with individual 

assistance from our volunteer genealogists after the formal presentation.  

You do not have to be a novice to benefit from this session.  You may bring 

your own laptop to use for individual assistance, if you so choose. 

Afternoon Topics: 

 Beginning Genealogy with individual help 

 Writing Your Family Story 

 Evernote 

 Newspapers 

 Family Search 

 Heritage Quest 

 Find a Grave and other free websites 

 Preservation of family heirlooms 

 Military and bounty land records 

Workshop 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BRUNCH AT BANNYS 

 SATURDAY DECEMBER 18, 2015 10AM 

  SAVE THE DATE!!!! 
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THE LIBRARY CORNER 

DNA…..ARE YOU INTERESTED IN STARTING A “GROUP” TO DISCUSS AND 

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT DNA? 

If so, send an email to the museum and we will gather up names of those interested.  If enough 

respond, we’ll get back to you about a meeting date.  DNA is getting more and more popular 

in our search for ancestors.  Why not find out all you can! 

tcgsonline@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Brenda and Lin are finishing up organizing our library and soon it will be easy to find any 
of our books.  Brenda sent another great book to tempt you. 

"Genealogical Gleanings in England," by Henry F. Waters.  We have volumes 1-11. The 
content is of over 600 wills relating to American Families. 

The library has recently acquired several volumes of "The Tuolumne Independent." This 
is a wonderful  addition to our newspaper collection.  Please come by and see any of the 
newspapers listed below. 

This is the query list of Surnames the library receive for August and September: 

 Oliver 

 Noonan & Dewey 

 

Kristine 

RECORDSEEK.COM 

HERE IS SOMETHING NEW...AND GREAT! 

Make sourcing a lot easier! This tool will do much of the work for you. Click the bookmarklet on any 

webpage and save that page as a source on FamilySearch or Ancestry.com.   

Save any image you can visit on the web. First load it, then “Tree Connect”.   

Have you ever visited a website and wanted to attach it to your family tree? If so, RecordSeek is for you. 

Any website, anytime. Just click and “Tree Connect”. Once you have Recordseek installed, go to any online 

website, and when you see a great source, click the "Tree Connect" button in your Bookmark Toolbar.  

This could be exciting.  Go ahead and try it...see what happens. 
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DON’T FORGET…..ROOTSTECH 2016  

February  3-6, 2016…….Registration open now….Early Bird pricing available for a 

limited time.  Lots of neat classes!  Fun, Fun, Fun…..(Just take somebody to carry your 

bags)   https://rootstech.org/register?lang=eng 

THESE NEWSPAPERS CAN BE FOUND IN OUR MUSEUM LIBRARY 
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THE INFLUENCE OF EPIDEMICS 

Missing Ancestors? Did they just seem to vanish? You might consider this. Epidemics 

have always had a great influence on people and the genealogists trying to trace them. Many 

cases of people disappearing from records can be traced to dying during an epidemic or mov-

ing away from the affected area. Some of the major epidemics in the United States are listed 

below: 

1831/32  -  Nationwide (brought by English emigrants) Asiatic Fever 

1832  -  NY City and other major cities Cholera 

1833  -  Columbus, OH Cholera 

1834  -  New York City Cholera 

1837  -  Philadelphia Typhus 

1841  -  Nationwide (especially severe in the south) Yellow Fever 

1847  -  New Orleans  Yellow Fever 

1847/48  -  Worldwide Influenza 

1848/49  -  North America Cholera 

1849  -  New York Cholera  

1850  -  Nationwide Yellow Fever 

1850/51  -  North America Influenza 

1851  -  Coles County, IL, The Great Plains, Missouri Cholera 

1852  -  Nationwide (New Orleans-8000 die in summer) Yellow Fever 

1855  -  Nationwide Yellow Fever 

1857/59  -  Worldwide Influenza  

1860/61  -  Pennsylvania Smallpox 

1865/73  -  (Philadelphia, NY, Boston, New Orleans—Smallpox) (Baltimore, Memphis, Wash-

 ington, D.C.– Cholera) A series of recurring epidemics of Typhus, Typhoid, Scarlet Fever, 

 Yellow Fever 

1873/75  -  North America and Europe Influenza 

1878  -  New Orleans (last great epidemic) Yellow Fever 

1885  -  Plymouth, PA Typhoid 

1886  -  Jacksonville, FL Yellow Fever 

1918  -  Worldwide Influenza - More people hospitalized in WW1 from this epidemic than 

 from wounds. US Army training camps became death camps, with an 80% death rate in 

 some camps. 
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(From time to time I will be putting local articles from Tuolumne County’s past in the newsletter.  This is the 
first, an obituary from 1919...Editor.) 

 
FROM THE MAY 17, 1919 UNION DEMOCRAT, SONORA, CALIFORNIA 

 
TRIBUTE OF RESPECT TO FRANK P. OTIS 

 
 In the Superior Court this Friday morning the attorneys of the bar submitted a tribute of respect to the 
memory of the late F. P. Otis, for many years a leading and successful attorney of this city.  After the reading of 
the committee’s sketch of the deceased attorney’s life, Judge Nicol, from the bench, paid a high tribute to the 
departed attorney.  The committee’s tribute, which appears below, was ordered spread in full upon the record of 
the Court, and then adjournment was taken out of respect to the memory of the deceased. 
 To the Hon. Superior Court of Tuolumne County, State of California: 
 The undersigned members of the Tuolumne County Bar, appointed by Hon. G. W. Nicol, Judge of the Su-
perior Court of said county, to take such action as they should deem meet and proper in the premises to show 
due respect to Frank P. Otis, deceased, late member of said bar, join mutually in this tribute of respect to his 
memory: 
 Frank P. Otis was born in Garland, Maine, May 8, 1852, and died in Stockton, April 11, 1919.  He was 
graduated from Bates College, Maine, and two years later was admitted to the bar, of Maine.  After living at 
Stockton for two years he came to Sonora, and resided here until his death. 
 He held the office of District Attorney for several terms here, and filled that office with honor and ability, 
being considered as good a prosecuting officer as there was in this state. 
 In 1887, he was united in marriage with Miss Lizzie McGuire, a well liked and amiable Sonora young la-
dy.  From this marriage there survives one daughter, Beth Otis of San Francisco, and two sons, Chester, of 
Merced Co., and Lloyd J., in the United States Army in France. 
 Having lost his first wife many years ago, he was married to Miss Daisy Walker of Oakland, who now sur-
vives him. 
 In March, 1914, while in the Clerk’s office, at Sonora, he was unfortunately stricken suddenly with paraly-
sis, which thereafter rendered him unable to successfully pursue his former active practice.  Gradually losing 
strength, he died while under treatment at Stockton as herein above stated. 
 He was a Mason, Odd Fellow, Forester, and a member of the orders of Knights of Pythias and the Encamp-
ment of I.O.O.F., which last named order conducted the funeral services, and he was buried in the I.O.O.F. 
cemetery of this place, April 17, 1919. 
 In his practice he was noted for keeping his word and appointments, and his business integrity was that of 
an honest man. 
 He was ever the upholder of the laws of his country and state, in which he lived, and on all occasions, pat-
riotic, and a one hundred per cent American. 
   
Courteously submitted, 
  
 J. B. Curtin, J. C. Webster, J.T.B. Warne, Rowan Hardin, Crittenden Hampton, Tobias Wilzinski, Chas. H. 
Segerstrom 
 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS  SEES CHOCOLATE SALE 

Don’t forget to participate in our annual fundraiser. Free box of chocolates to the person 

that sells the most boxes (most money). See our website: tcgsonline.org 

or call the museum library 209 532-1317 for details. 
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GOOD WEBSITES TO CHECK OUT 

http://newyorkgravestones.org/ 

New York Gravestone Photo Project! Seems like a 

limited number of counties have been done...but 

you might get lucky! 

 

h t t p s : / / f a m i l y s e a r ch . o r g / l e a r n /w i k i / e n /

Pennsylvania 

Helpful, updated information for those research-

ing Pennsylvania ancestors. 

 

http://genealogy.riversidecemetery.com/genealogy 

Got ancestors in the Macon, Georgia area? Rec-

ords since 1887 include Confederate and Union 

Civil War veterans.  Contains detailed records of 

burials. 

 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vjw/

California.html 

Jewish history in California. Many interesting 

facts and subjects concerning Jews on this web-

site. 

 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/oltitles.html 

Great list of newspapers available and where to 

find them. 

 

TIME FLIES LIKE AN ARROW……. 

FRUIT FLIES LIKA A BANANA.. 

INTERESTED IN BEING ON GENEALOGY 

ROADSHOW? 

Applications are being taken for the show now.  

Just go to this website, fill out the form and per-

haps you and your story will be chosen to be on 

Season 3.  Don’t procrastinate….do it now or you 

may miss out! 

http://genealogyroadshow.org/ 

LAND OWNERSHIP RECORDS AT ANCESTRY.COM 

 U.S., Indexed County Land Ownership Maps, 1860-1918 

 http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1127 

 U.S., Indexed Early Land Ownership and Township Plats, 1785-1898  

 http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1127 

 

These maps are valuable to genealogists because they often contain the names of landowners, 

they predate topographic maps, and they show important historical township and county 

boundaries.  

DO YOU HAVE A SHARES REWARD 

CARD? IF NOT, CALL LORI AT THE 

MUSEUM 532-1317…. 

SHARES REWARD 
CARD TOTAL 

 

$3743.88 

http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2179
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THE WRITERS GROUP 
Contacts: 
Pat Perry at 586-3214  
or Marilyn Fullam at 588-9873. 
 
This group meets on EVEN MONTHS except 
December.  At 12 pm.  Meetings are at the 
County Library on Greenley Rd. 
 
This is an informal group that meets to share 
information and encourage the writing of our 
family histories. 
 
You can come and bring your lunch if you’re 
working! 
 
Our regular general meeting follows at 2 pm 
(during winter hours) in the same room so 
plan on staying through. 

Come on out! 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTERS 

Membership Rosters are available at the 

Museum or by e-mail (send request to tcg-

sonline@yahoo.com) 

 If your information is not correct, please let us 

know by sending an e-mail message to:  

Betty Sparagna, sparagna@sonnet.com 

or call Betty at 533-8687.   

Thank you for helping us to keep our  

Membership Roster up-to-date! 

Betty Sparagna, TCGS Registrar 

Next Meeting   

October12 

COMPUTER TECH GROUP 

Explore problem areas dealing with computers and 

genealogy.  Bring your questions and we will dis-

cuss them and try to find solutions.  We are not 

discussing your genealogy problems...just those 

relating to the computer! 

We meet in the same room and same day as the 

regular genealogy meeting but only on the ODD 

months. Meeting time is 12:00pm,  

Bring a lunch or snack if you like.... 

Call Judy Herring for information 533-8996 

Next Meeting 

November 9 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS… 

(If you have changed your email address, let us 
know) 

NEW MEMBERS:  SUSIE PAHRMAN                    
PO Box 844 Tuolumne, CA 95379 Tel: 928-3838    
Email: pahrman@frontiernet.net   

ANGELA BROWN                                                      
209 Bourbon St. Sonora, CA 95370 Tel: 532-5253  
Email: afbrown@mlode.com 

KATHY SEATON                                                        
PO Box 426 Big Oak Flat, CA 95305-0426                  
Tel: 209 962-7717 Email: kate@rivendaleranch.net   

SUSAN THOMS                                                         
22170 Vilas Ln. Sonora, CA 95370  Tel: 273-6484 

AMBER POLLOCK                                                      
68 Lower Sunset Dr. Sonora 95370                             
Email: amberpollock@att.net 

EMAIL CHANGE:  

VICKIE SMITH: viclees18@gmail.com  

ADDR CHANGE: 

CARLO De FERRARI: 19833 Phoenix Lake Rd., Sonora 
95370 

 

 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP  

MEETINGS 

MAXTOR EXTERNAL HARD DRIVE 

300 GIGABYTES—FREE 

CALL JUDY 533-8996 
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OCTOBER 

 GENERAL MEETING 

 October 12, 7pm 

 Public Library 

            Conference Room 

 BOARD MEETING  

 October19, 9:30am 

 Papa’s New Roost 

NOVEMBER 

 GENERAL MEETING 

 November9, 2pm 

            Public Library 

            Conference Room 

 BOARD MEETING 

             November16, 9:30 A.M. 

             Papa’s New Roost 

        Label Language             

        (Dues Reminder) 

Take a look at your Gold Digger label. 
If your name is in red and you see either 
“8/15”or “9/15 by your name, your 
dues are due now.  Although you have 
60 days to renew your dues, please do 
so now..  

Fill out the application on the follow-
ing page  

(if there are no changes, just your  

name will do) and mail your check to  

the Society’s PO Box 3956 (on the 
Form ) or give to the Registrar at the 
next meeting. 

If you have already mailed your check for dues, please disregard this notice. 

JUDY 
Letters to the Editor are always welcome!  We’d love to hear from you! 

My e-mail address: herring@mlode.com 

 
  

 PLACES  TO DO GENEALOGY  

RESEARCH LOCALLY 

 

 FAMILY HISTORY CENTER 

 LDS Church - 
 19481 Hillsdale Dr. 
 Sonora 209 536-9206  
 Hours—Tue, Wed, Thurs  
      10AM to  4 PM & 
      6:30 PM to 9 PM 
 

 TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL 

     SOCIETY LIBRARY 

 158 W. Bradford St. 
 Sonora 209 532-1317 
 Hours— Tues, Thurs 
  10 AM to 4 PM 
  Sat 10 AM to 3:30 PM 
         Email: tcgsonline@yahoo.com 
    Website: www.tcgsonline.org 
 

 TUOLUMNE COUNTY LIBRARY 

 480 Greenley Rd. 
 Sonora 209 533-5507 
 Hours— Tuesday - Saturday 
 10 AM to 6 PM 
 Closed: Sunday, Monday  
 & Holidays 
 

 COLUMBIA STATE PARK ARCHIVES 

 11255 Jackson St., Columbia (Hwy 49)  
 Must Call 209 536-9736 for appt. 
 Open Tues. 12-3pm, Thurs. 10-1pm 
 2nd Sat. of month 12-2pm 
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TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 3956, Sonora, California 95370-3956 

LIBRARY – 158 W. Bradford Street, Sonora 

Email: tcgsonline@yahoo.com 

ONLY FOR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

Name______________________________________________________________________________ 

P.O. Box or Street Address_____________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number      Home________________________________Work__________________________ 

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________________ 

  

MEMBERSHIP 

Please check box for the type of membership for which you are including a check: 

      Regular/Individual $20       Patron/Organization $50 

      Family $28        Life $300 Individual  or  Married Couple 

  

Make checks payable to TCGS and mail to above PO Box 3956.  Canceled check is your receipt. 

If you would like a membership card sent to you, please enclose a self-addressed stamped enve-
lope. 

  Yes, I want a membership card.  SASE is enclosed.               No, I don’t want a membership card.  

   I would like to make a donation to the Society,         Amount ______________ 

Signature of Applicant________________________________     

Date___________________________________ 

NEED WORK 

DONE ON YOUR  

COMPUTER? 

         House     

calls…. 

J. C. Systems 

18364 Main St.,  

Jamestown 

209 984-0411   

http://www.jcsyste

msconsulting.com/ 

 

Found In a Ribbesford, England, 
Cemetery  

Anna Wallace …... 

The children of Israel wanted bread,  
And the Lord sent them manna….. 
  

Clark Wallace wanted a wife,  
And the Devil sent him Anna….. 

CAR IN DITCH 
DRIVER IN TREE 
THE MOON WAS FULL 
AND SO WAS HE. 
Burma Shave 
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Tuolumne County Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 3956 

Sonora Ca 95370-3956 

 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

GOLD DIGGERS is published bi-monthly by Tuolumne County Genealogical Society, 158 W. Bradford St., Sonora / P.O. Box  3956 

Sonora, CA 95370-3956, for the benefit of the membership.  There is no charge for GOLD DIGGERS 

OFFICERS / BOARD MEMBERS 

President: Susan Strope  

Vice-President: Lynne Storm 

Recording Secretary: Pixie Bolles                                                

Treasurer: Kathy Boone 

Registrar: Kate Baum / Betty Sparagna 

Library Director: Lori East                                                     

Education: Lin Gookin/Marie Tiraschi                                                      

Corresponding Secretary: Dee Baumann  

Periodical Editor: Betty Sparagna                                           

Newsletter Editor: Judy Herring                                     

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Immediate Past President: Kate Baum                                          

Ways & Means - Sylvia Roberts/Theresa Dyer 

Library Technician: Judy Herring 

Hospitality: Ellie Day 

Publicity: Cheryl Maddox 

Salt Lake City: Rolene Kiesling 

Programs: Committee 

Website Admin.: Lorna Wick  

Parliamentarian: Susan Strope 

Historian -  Anthea Neilson  

Mentoring Program - Sunny Seidel          

MUSEUM/GENEALOGY LIBRARY: 158 W. Bradford St.     Phone: 209 532-1317 

OPEN: Tuesday & Thursday—10:00 a. m. to 4:00 p. m. 

SATURDAY— 10:00 a. m. to 3:30 p. m.  

http:/www.tcgsonline.org       email: tcgsonline@yahoo.com 


