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AUGUST 10

SEPTEMBER 14

DIANE MANLEY

LYNNE STORM
ORGANIZING YOUR
GENEALOGY “STUFF”

NEWSPAPER
RESEARCH

7 PM
County Library
480 Greenley Rd., Sonora

7 PM
County Library
480 Greenley Rd., Sonora

DON’T MISS THE AUGUST MEETING…..DIANE MANLEY FROM THE SONORA FAMILY
HISTORY CENTER WILL TEACH YOU HOW TO USE NEWSPAPERS IN YOUR GENEALOGY
RESEARCH. SHE IS ONE OF OUR FAVORITE SPEAKERS AND WHATEVER SHE DOES IS
ALWAYS VERY INTERESTING!

UP-COMING MEETINGS:
September— Lynne Storm will help you get your genealogy records in some kind of order so that you can
keep track of what you have already done….and what you need to work on. Make order out of your personal
chaos!
October— Lori East will tell us about her favorite websites. Lori has been doing genealogy for many years
and has collected a list of especially good and useful places to go online to do your research. She will show
them to us and explain how best to use them. Be sure to come for this program!

GENEALOGY HELP AVAILABLE BEFORE EVERY MEETING!
Come to the meeting 30 minutes early and get some help. We have “experts” that
will get you on the right track!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
A Fond Farewell, A Hearty Welcome, And “Come On Down!”
Dear Fellow Genealogists,
First the fond farewell—a grateful thank you to Bill Koch for his many years (21+) for volunteering his
time and energy in a variety of capacities: treasurer, webmaster, program presenter and small group chair.
One of my duties as society president is to ask members serving as a chair, board member or any other
capacity if he or she would like to continue serving. This year I asked everyone except our webmaster Bill
Koch because I could not think of anyone who would be willing to assume his position with the same level
of expertise. When I found someone qualified to manage our website I then had to ask Bill to consider
handing the task to another. My worries were baseless because Bill was thrilled that I had asked. The
next time Bill attends a society meeting let him know how much you appreciate his service.
Now I would like to give a hearty welcome to Lorna Wick who is assuming the position of webmaster.
Lorna joined the Society last year and has recently retired. For 35 years Lorna has been a painter of
Western Art. She has designed her own website under her professional name of Lorna Dillon to sell her
artwork. She was looking for a new challenge in her retirement and was anxious to take on the new website. Lorna has met with the board to share her vision of the TCGS website and receive the board’s input.
Her ideas and design talents are amazing. This new website will take some time to create and Bill has assured me that he will help her in any way necessary to make it a success.
Fall is synonymous with, as well as, a harbinger of change. This year’s TCGS workshop in October
might very well be the best workshop ever. The success of the workshop as always hinges on the volunteers of the society. We need your attendance as well as your help. Marie Tiraschi and Lin Gookin will be
seeking volunteers for that Saturday in October. Come to learn. Come to volunteer. Come to spread the
joy of finding your family’s story. Bring your friends who are interested in finding their ancestors. So
“Come on Down,” to learn and to search. We cannot do it without you.

Susan Strope
SHARES REWARD
CARD TOTAL

$3433.92

HINT— Use genealogical key words in your searches.
Add genealogical terms to your surname search string
and search repeatedly with different emphasis. Suggestions: born, birth, died, death, married, marriage, buried,
burial, cemetery, list, index, roster, genealogy, family,
history, surname, will, probate or try” John Doe was
born”. Use the ~ before a word to get all words that are
synonyms.

DO YOU HAVE A SHARES REWARD
CARD? IF NOT, CALL LORI AT THE
MUSEUM 532-1317….
DON’T FORGET…..
You can always come to the Genealogy Library on
Bradford St. and use Ancestry.com on our computers. Or, you can go to the Family History Center on
Hillsdale Dr. and use it there! Both offer

REMEMBER
TO RECYCLE!
The Genealogical Society has an account at the
Recycle Center on Camage Dr. in Sonora.
When you take your things, ask them to give
your society credit…...

FREE ACCESS!
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ANNOUNCING OUR ANNUAL WORKSHOP
Date:
Saturday October 24, 2015 from 8:15AM-4PM
Location: LDS –Family History Center
19481 Hillsdale Dr., Sonora
Steve Morse, creator of the One-Step Website, is our keynote speaker this year.
He will spend the morning educating us about his One-Step Website. He will first
address the “Potpourri of Search Tools” on the website followed by additional information or a “Hodgepodge of Lesser Known Gems.” No matter your level of ge-

nealogical experience, you are sure to learn many new things from Steve.

Throughout the afternoon, we are offering a number of concurrent mini-sessions
that will provide attendees with technological and other practical information to
assist with family history and genealogy. Concurrently, we are offering a beginning genealogy workshop all afternoon with individual assistance from our volunteer genealogists after the formal presentation. You do not have to be a novice
to benefit from this session. You may bring your own laptop to use for individual
assistance, if you so choose.
Afternoon Topics:


Beginning Genealogy with individual help



Writing Your Family Story



Evernote



Newspapers



Family Search



Heritage Quest



Find a Grave and other free websites



Preservation of family heirlooms



Military and bounty land records

TCGS Members – FREE
TCGS Members - $5 (with syllabus)
Non-Members $10 (includes syllabus)
Registration deadline is October 9th to guarantee a syllabus
Call 209 532-1317 for more information

Workshop
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THE LIBRARY CORNER

O

nce again our super sleuth genealogists, at the museum, have made another family connection that made two
ladies very happy. As you can see from the letter below they looked under every stone and checked every newspaper and vital record. Congratulations ladies for a job well done!

“While on a trip up North recently, my mother and I were very lucky to stumble on to the Tuolumne County Genealogical Society. It was an experience that has enriched my knowledge of
my family on my mother’s side and raised my self-esteem to a higher level.
My mother is 90 years old and she was born in Standard California. When I was growing up my
mother often dug into her memory bank to tell us family stories. Stories always began with the
family history in Standard California. Over the years she has recounted these stories over and
over.
My mother particularly liked to share those family stories of living in Standard, especially of her
grandmother Diega Fernandez going to the local “general” store and
asking for “mantequilla” (butter in Spanish) Mom remembers how
items were stacked to the ceiling because the store was so little, but
it had everything you could imagine. She would tell stories of the
Standard Lumber Co., the railroad company, and the house they lived
in.
What a surprise for my mother and I when we walked into the Genealogy Society in Tuolumne County and the ladies there were able to
trace my ancestors. There it was my family history alive! There were
things I never knew about and things that confirmed what my mother
had told me all these years.
Wow!! What a feeling. And the “Colgate smile” on my mother’s face was priceless. I don’t recall
a time that she was most proud of her descendants than that day with the ladies of the Genealogy Society.
Thank you so much ladies for tracing my mother’s family. We are so grateful for your help and
for my mother to have so much information about her past. The coverage on one family history
was amazing. All the newspaper articles from the early 1900’s about our family; the names of
great-great- grandmothers and , great grandfathers, and great uncles and aunts, World War I
registries, the obituaries, the births, the wedding announcements, location of gravestones and
baptism records.
For each instance that you found information on our ancestors enriched my life and the lives of
the newer generation. Not to mention that all of this information has been fascinating to read.
You cannot imagine how many times I get the feeling that my ancestors are closer than I think
when I am reading this stuff.
Thank you ladies for all your hard work, my mother and I were so impressed with how persistent
and successful you were at tracing back all the different strands of my mother’s family to the
early 1900’s. The information and printed material you provided has been accurate and of high
quality. I have shared it with the rest of the family; you have made us all feel so proud.
(continued page 5)
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Keep up the great work and keep putting families together, we are sooo happy to have met you and
mostly for your help. I would recommend to everyone to use the local genealogy society in their
county, seek your roots and connect with family.
Sincerely, Sylvia”
Brenda offers two more books that are available at the museum. Perhaps one of these books can tempt you
to drop in and visit the library. I plan on checking them out next week. Maybe I will see you there.
"Directory of Scots Banished to the American Plantations 1650-1775," by David Dobson. Published in 1983
"American Ancestry Giving the Name and Descent, in the Male Line, of Americans Whose Ancestors Settled
in the United States Previous to the Declaration of Independence A. D. 1776."

We have volumes 1-5 and 9-12. (My family is probably in volumes 6-8 but I am going to look anyway and so
should you!)
Below is the query list of Surnames the library received for June and July:
Cutting/Williams

Bucknam/Daly

Garrity/McCormick

Kimball/McNamee

Enjoy the rest of your summer. I hear El Nino is coming this winter. We can only hope it's true!

Kristine
INTERESTING W EBINARS
1.https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=23&v=uUpoVyZZrXs
Ten Steps to Writing and Publishing Your Family History
2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iby1C7bADno
Tracing Our Ancestors: Using Genetics to Investigate Genealogy
3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WdbzfTnUFEg
How to Design and Make a Family History Book
4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Z8gDMU8Nkk
How to Find Pre-1850 Ancestors

WEBSITES TO CHECK OUT
1. http://www.glo.texas.gov/save-texas-history/ Save Texas History—old land maps, historical
facts about Texas
2. http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/j2ee/servlet/NGL_v1 — Nationwide Gravesite Locator; search for
burial locations of veterans
3. https://audiodocs.codeplex.com/— Transcribes your documents so that you can listen to them
instead of reading them. Really a cool idea!
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EVER HEAR OF “BICYCLE FACE”?

No...well, I’m not surprised. But, it was a concern from around
1895 through 1900.
Descriptions of bicycle face varied: some implied it could be a
permanent condition, while others maintained that given
enough time away from bicycling the face would return to
normal.
It was claimed that bicycling was dangerous, especially for
women. It was described as a fashionable craze attempted by people unfit for any exertion. "Over-exertion,
the upright position on the wheel, and the unconscious effort to maintain one's balance tend to produce a
wearied and exhausted 'bicycle face,'" noted the Literary Digest in 1895. It went on to describe the condition:
"usually flushed, but sometimes pale, often with lips more or less drawn, and the beginning of dark shadows
under the eyes, and always with an expression of weariness." Elsewhere, others said the condition was
"characterized by a hard, clenched jaw and bulging eyes."
And thus...using the newfangled contraption could lead to a terrifying medical condition: bicycle face.
Actually, bikes helped stoke dress reform movements, which aimed to reduce Victorian restrictions on
clothes and undergarments so women could wear clothes that allowed them to engage in physical activities.
In the 1890s, bicycles were seen by many as an instrument of feminism. To women, it was a steed upon
which they rode into a new world.
All this triggered a backlash from many (male) doctors and onlookers, who cited all sorts of reasons to dissuade women from riding bikes. They claimed that in addition to “bicycle face”, it would cause exhaustion,
insomnia, heart palpitations, headaches, and depression.
Finally, about the end of the 1890’s, doctors began to question all this and decided that people concentrate
when riding or driving any sort of vehicle without it causing lasting facial damage. In 1897,
the Phrenological Journal quoted Chicago doctor Sarah Hackett Stevenson putting the issue to rest:
"Cycling is not injurious to any part of the anatomy, as it improves the general health.
And so, today, women are free to enjoy bicycling to their hearts content without the dreaded fear of
“BICYCAL FACE”!
Courtesy of :Joseph Stromberg https://twitter.com/josephstromberg

If we are lucky, we collect a lot of records and information about our ancestors.

But how do we know we are
right about the facts and events in their life? By following some basic steps you can determine whether you
know the answer or if you need to search further.
Check out this Ancestry Academy Course:
https://www.ancestry.com/academy/course/know-right-genealogy

"He who has no fools, knaves, or beggars in his family was begot by a flash
of lightning." -- Old English proverb
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THE GENETIC GENEALOGY STANDARD - DNA

A group of individuals, including genealogists, genetic genealogists, and scientists, have been working
for the past year to develop a draft of genetic genealogy standards. The document is intended to provide
ethical and usage standards for the genealogical community to follow when purchasing, recommending,
sharing, or writing about the results of DNA testing for ancestry.
On January 10, 2015, the Genetic Genealogy Standards were presented during the First Annual SLIG
(Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy) Colloquium in Salt Lake City, Utah.
Go to this website and download the document to find out what standards they came up with. It is very
interesting and useful.
http://www.geneticgenealogystandards.com/

HELP AVAILABLE AT ANCESTRY.COM




Free State Research Guides – go to “Learning Center” to access...
Using the Keyword Search Field – go to “Support Center” then click
“Using the Keyword Search Field” under “Most Popular Help Articles”
Using “The Social Security Death Index” - go to “Support Center” then click (The Social Security Death
Index” under “Most Popular Help Articles” (Note: Beginning in 2014, legislative rules governing the
SSDI changed. Going forward, records from the most recent 3 year period will not be available to Ancestry.com. Once a record is older than 3 years (1095 days), it can be published.)

MANHATTAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES
The map found on this site has links to individual pages for each church. These pages contain a brief history as
well as images and a list of genealogical records available for each particular church, however, it may not be
complete at this point. Back to the main map page; the blue map markers indicate a church that was at one
time associated with a particular nationality, language, or culture. A green map marker indicates a second (or
third) location for a particular church—none of this is complete. However, this map does contain a map marker for each Roman Catholic church that was established prior to c 1938.
This is a great website if you are searching church records here in Manhattan. For each church, you will find
what records are available, where the church was located through out it’s history and who to contact to get the
records!
http://www.nycnuts.net/genealogy/church/wpa_roman_catholic/

HOW TO QUICKLY CLEAR THE HOUSE OF GUESTS THAT HAVE OVERSTAYED
THEIR WELCOME…..
Start a deep discussion about your family history (both your mother’s and
father’s side).
Quite soon you'll hear, "It's getting late, we'd better be going..."
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Most Holy Trinity – St. Mary Catholic Church—Williamsburg, Brooklyn, New York
If you had immigrant German ancestors that settled into the Brooklyn, Williamsburg, NY area in the mid
1800’s or later, and they were Catholic, then it’s likely they were associated with this church.
For seven years before the beginning of the Most Holy Trinity—St. Mary, Father John Stephen Raffeiner was
actively engaged in establishing St. Nicholas parish, the oldest German church in the diocese of New York.
While living in his native country, he had amassed a considerable fortune, which he now freely used in promoting and preserving the faith in this vicinity. Seeing a sizable German colony east of the Bowery, he rented
a carpenter shop on Delancey Street, where services were temporarily conducted. Later, he leased a former
meeting house of the Ana-Baptists at Delancey and Pitt Streets, where the first congregation of German
Catholics was formally begun. With the ever-increasing number of parishioners, it became imperative to find
a permanent structure, for which purpose a number of lots were purchased on Second St., between Avenue
A and First Avenue, from John Jacob Astor. At a cost of some $10,000, a brick building was erected on this
site and dedicated to St. Nicholas Bishop of Myra, on Easter Sunday,1836.

Upon his return from a visit to his native land in 1841, he petitioned his Bishop to relieve
him of his charge at St. Nicholas to minister more fruitfully and effectively in a newly established, growing German colony across the East River. Permission being granted, Father
Raffeiner came in the summer of 1841 to settle in Williamsburg to start the first German
Catholic church in this diocese. The cornerstone of the first church was laid on July 9, 1841.
This became the “Mother German Church”.
The area adjacent to the church was filled gradually with homes built by Catholic families.
The growing congregation necessitated more ample space and Father Raffeiner in 1853 built a new and larger church. The corner of Montrose and Graham Avenues, which had been previously used as a parochial
burial ground, was selected as a site for the new building. To accomplish this, four acres adjacent to Evergreen Cemetery—now a portion of Holy Trinity Cemetery—were purchased in 1851 for $1,025; the remains
of those buried in the old cemetery were transferred to this new location while the construction of the new
church commenced. The cornerstone was laid on June 29, 1853. Father Raffeiner died July 16, 1861, soon
after the Civil War began. Many churches were built nearby over the years and the boundaries for Holy Trinity changed but it still was the favored Mother Church.
If you think you might have had ancestors that lived in the area of this church...or another Catholic church
nearby, go to this website and make and make an inquiry concerning cemetery records. It could open up
new clues in your genealogy research! (There is a fee)
http://www.ccbklyn.org/services/genealogical-interment-information/
HISTORICAL SACRAMENTAL RECORDS: If you wish to obtain copies of a baptismal, first communion
and/or confirmation records for genealogical purposes, send as much information as is possible about the
individuals you are researching (i.e., the full names of each individual, their birth dates, the dates of the sacraments received (if known), and their parents' full names (if known). There is a required fee of ten dollars for
each individual genealogical record for which you are asking to search.
Send inquiries to the attention of the parish secretary, Ms. Lucy Deras, Most Holy Trinity-St. Mary, 138 Montrose Avenue, Williamsburg, Brooklyn, NY. There is no guarantee that the records will be found as requested,
and sometimes such searches cannot be done immediately. Searches are done on a "first come, first serve"
basis and can only be done when there is time and the personnel available to complete them. Please include your address and phone number so that they can mail you the requested historical records and/or call
you if there is a need for more information.
Read more on the church history: http://www.mhtbrooklyn.org/
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS…
(If you have changed your email address, let
us know)
NEW MEMBERS:
Linda Townsend
19733 Carne Richards Rd.
Soulsbyville, CA 95372
Tel: 532-5878; Email: ldt@sonnet.com
Jean Marie Rittenhouse
13959 Stanton Cir. Sonora, CA 95370 Tel: 5888329 Email: jeanmariecomcast@comcast.net
Debbie Snodgrass
14545 Lake Vista Dr. Sonora, CA 95370
Tel: 588-9481
Debbie DelGrande
PO Box 244 Jamestown, CA 95327 Tel: 984-2426
Email: debradelgrande@sbcglobal.net
EMAIL CHANGE:
Marcia Van Swoll : mvanswoll@gmail.com

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
MEETINGS
COMPUTER TECH GROUP
Explore problem areas dealing with computers and
genealogy. Bring your questions and we will discuss them and try to find solutions. We are not
discussing your genealogy problems...just those
relating to the computer!
We meet in the same room and same day as the
regular genealogy meeting but only on the ODD
months. Meeting time is 12:00pm,

Bring a lunch or snack if you like....
Call Judy Herring for information 533-8996

Next Meeting
September 14

Next Meeting
August 10

MEMBERSHIP ROSTERS
Membership Rosters are available at the
Museum or by e-mail (send request to tcgsonline@yahoo.com)
If your information is not correct, please let us
know by sending an e-mail message to:
Betty Sparagna, sparagna@sonnet.com
or call Betty at 533-8687.
Thank you for helping us to keep our
Membership Roster up-to-date!

Betty Sparagna, TCGS Registrar
TOTE BAGS

$15 EACH

GREAT FOR SALT LAKE - CARRY YOUR RESEARCH
MATERIAL ANYWHERE!
HUNTER GREEN WITH OUR TCGS LOGO
ON THE SIDE.

THE WRITERS GROUP

Contacts:
Pat Perry at 586-3214
or Marilyn Fullam at 588-9873.
This group meets on EVEN MONTHS except
December. At 12 pm. Meetings are at the
County Library on Greenley Rd.
This is an informal group that meets to share
information and encourage the writing of our
family histories.
You can come and bring your lunch if you’re
working!
Our regular general meeting follows at 2 pm
(during winter hours) in the same r oom so
plan on staying through.
Come on out!

ROOMY, WIDE BOTTOM AND SIDES.
Available at Museum Library or Meetings
AVAILABLE AT MEETINGS OR MUSE-
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PLACES TO DO GENEALOGY

RESEARCH LOCALLY


LDS Church 19481 Hillsdale Dr.
Sonora 209 536-9206
Hours—Tue, Wed, Thurs
10AM to 4 PM &
6:30 PM to 9 PM

AUGUST


GENERAL MEETING
August 10, 7pm
Public Library



Conference Room
BOARD MEETING
August 17, 9:30am



158 W. Bradford St.
Sonora 209 532-1317
Hours— Tues, Thurs
10 AM to 4 PM
Sat 10 AM to 3:30 PM
Email: tcgsonline@yahoo.com

SEPTEMBER
GENERAL MEETING
September 14, 7pm
Public Library


TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL

SOCIETY LIBRARY

Papa’s New Roost


FAMILY HISTORY CENTER



Conference Room
BOARD MEETING

TUOLUMNE COUNTY LIBRARY
480 Greenley Rd.
Sonora 209 533-5507

September 21, 9:30 A.M.
Papa’s New Roost

Label Language
(Dues Reminder)
Take a look at your Gold Digger label. 
If your name is in red and you see either
“6/15”or “7/15 by your name, your
dues are due now. Although you have
60 days to renew your dues, please do
so now..
Fill out the application on the following page

Hours— Tuesday - Saturday
10 AM to 6 PM
Closed: Sunday, Monday
& Holidays
COLUMBIA STATE PARK ARCHIVES
11255 Jackson St., Columbia (Hwy 49)
Must Call 209 536-9736 for appt.
Open Tues. 12-3pm, Thurs. 10-1pm
2nd Sat. of month 12-2pm

(if there are no changes, just your
name will do) and mail your check to
the Society’s PO Box 3956 (on the
Form ) or give to the Registrar at the
next meeting.
If you have already mailed your check for dues, please disregard this notice.

JUDY
Letters to the Editor are always welcome! We’d love to hear from you!
My e-mail address: herring@mlode.com
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TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 3956, Sonora, California 95370-3956
LIBRARY – 158 W. Bradford Street, Sonora
Email: tcgsonline@yahoo.com
ONLY FOR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Name______________________________________________________________________________
P.O. Box or Street Address_____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number
Home________________________________Work__________________________
E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________________

MEMBERSHIP
Please check box for the type of membership for which you are including a check:
Regular/Individual $20
Family $28
Life

Patron/Organization $50
$300 Individual or Married Couple

Make checks payable to TCGS and mail to above PO Box 3956. Canceled check is your receipt.
If you would like a membership card sent to you, please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Yes, I want a membership card. SASE is enclosed.
No, I don’t want a membership card.
I would like to make a donation to the Society,
Signature
of
Date___________________________________

NEED WORK
DONE ON YOUR
COMPUTER?
House
calls….
J. C. Systems
18364 Main St.,
Jamestown
209 984-0411
http://www.jcsyste
msconsulting.com/

Amount ______________

Applicant________________________________

CEMETERY HUMOR
Harry Edsel Smith of
Albany, New York :
Born 1903--Died
1942.
Looked up the elevator shaft to see if the
car was on the way
down….
It was.
1899 ADVERTISEMENT
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Tuolumne County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 3956
Sonora Ca 95370-3956

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

GOLD DIGGERS is published bi-monthly by Tuolumne County Genealogical Society, 158 W. Bradford St., Sonora / P.O. Box 3956
Sonora, CA 95370-3956, for the benefit of the membership. There is no charge for GOLD DIGGERS

OFFICERS / BOARD MEMBERS

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

President: Susan Strope

Immediate Past President: Kate Baum

Vice-President: Lynne Storm

Ways & Means - Sylvia Roberts/Theresa Dyer

Recording Secretary: Pixie Bolles

Library Technician: Judy Herring

Treasurer: Kathy Boone

Hospitality: Ellie Day

Registrar: Kate Baum / Betty Sparagna

Publicity: Cheryl Maddox

Library Director: Lori East

Salt Lake City: Rolene Kiesling

Education: Lin Gookin/Marie Tiraschi

Programs: Committee

Corresponding Secretary: Dee Baumann

Website Admin.: Lorna Wick

Periodical Editor: Betty Sparagna

Parliamentarian: Susan Strope

Newsletter Editor: Judy Herring

Historian - Anthea Neilson
Mentoring Program - Sunny Seidel

MUSEUM/GENEALOGY LIBRARY: 158 W. Bradford St. Phone: 209 532-1317
OPEN: Tuesday & Thursday—10:00 a. m. to 4:00 p. m.
SATURDAY— 10:00 a. m. to 3:30 p. m.

http:/www.tcgsonline.org

email: tcgsonline@yahoo.com
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