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County Library

480 Greenley Rd., Sonora

480 Greenley Rd., Sonora

Nancy Celentano, our F ebruary speaker is a volunteer at the Tuolumne City Memorial Museum in Tuolumne and
she also volunteers at the Carlo DeFerrari Archive in Sonora. She will speak on “Your Collections and Their Care”
helping us to understand how to conserve, preserve, and store out valuable collections.
Archivists have discovered the hard way that using ordinary lamination plastic for old documents, newspapers, photos,
etc., does not preserve them. Ordinary lamination material permits light rays to pass through it and to cause a chemical
reaction to the acid that most modern paper and modern dyes contain, and that ALL old documents and photos contain. This causes deterioration of paper and fading of the paper and print.
The key to preserving your paper documents and photos is to keep them in an acid-free, humidity-controlled environment. Your paper documents and photos need protection from a variety of elements which contribute to their deterioration -- namely: light; heat; humidity; acids in papers, plastics, and adhesives; pollutants; and pests. COME AND
LEARN THE COMPLETE STORY FROM NANCY…...

GENEALOGY MENTORING AVAILABLE BEFORE EVERY MEETING!
Come to the meeting 30 minutes early and get some help. We have “experts” that
will get you on the right track!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Society Members,
“Family Treasures” has always been one of the members’ favorite programs.
Those short presentations remind us of the importance of preserving and passing
on the treasures from our ancestors. Though they may not come close to the market value displayed on “Antiques Roadshow” we have set our own values on
them. We were also reminded about finding homes for our treasures where they
can continue to be appreciated. We also caught a glimpse of a family treasure
of the future. In fact January’s program segued beautifully into the Nancy Celentano’s February presentation on caring for and preserving our collections.
This new year will also be a time for the membership to step-up and volunteer
when asked. Fortunately most of the elected officers have indicated a desire to
serve for another year, but to find candidates for the empty slots I will be asking
members to serve on the Nominating Committee. Last year’s committee did an
exemplary job. If you have ideas about members that you think might be willing
to serve, or you are interested in an elected position please let me know. Every
new officer will have as much assistance as he or she requires to be successful.
Finally, our General Meeting Programs and the fall Workshop have always brought
the Society new members. Those new members are vital for our continued success. We need members to present those programs. Please share your ideas and
expertise. If you think you might like to present or participate in a program let us
know. We have a number of members who would be willing to help you get
ready.
Susan Strope
HERE’S A CHARMING ARTICLE ON ADVICE FOR MEN
In 1883 a Methodist minister named George W. Hudson wrote and “advice for men” book —The Marriage
Guide for Young Men:: A Manual of Courtship and Marriage. Times have thankfully changed, or have
they? You decide.
http://mentalfloss.com/article/56691/13-tips-landing-wife-19th-century

DON’T FORGET…..
You can always come to the Genealogy Library on
Bradford St. and use Ancestry.com on our computers. Or, you can go to the Family History Center on
Hillsdale Dr. and use it there! Both offer

REMEMBER
TO RECYCLE!
The Genealogical Society has an account at the
Recycle Center on Camage Dr. in Sonora.
When you take your things, ask them to give
your society credit…...

FREE ACCESS!
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THE LIBRARY CORNER….

I’m afraid we have no “Library Corner” this month.
Our Library reporter was otherwise occupied...she will
be back with what’s been going on behind the scenes next issue.
Thanks!
GENEALOGY ROADSHOW IS NOW PLAYING
ON YOUR PBS STATION
TUESDAYS - 8 PM
This is an interesting show. It doesn’t go into showing you how
to research, but it does have some good stories about people
that discovered who they were and where they came from.
Give it a try…..

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.

THINGS YOU CAN DO WITH JUST A FEW MINUTES
Run a Google Books search for an ancestor you don’t have much on.
http://books.google.com/
Make sure you have a 1940 census entry for everyone alive at the time. Search free
at Ancestry.com and Familysearch.org.
Read a few pages from a county or family history.
Scan several photos.
Write names on old photos.
Search the Social Security Death Index for people that died after 1962.
Census takers didn't always have the best penmanship, so if you're having a hard
time locating your ancestor, write out the name and try replacing some of the letters
with letters that look similar.
Check for burial information at one of these websites:
http://findagrave.com
http://billiongraves.com
http://interment.net

9. Transcribe a record into your genealogy software.
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UP-COMING MEETING
PROGRAMS


FEBRUARY— Preserving
your books and textiles with
Nancy Celentano.



MARCH— The Draper Manuscripts with Kristine Childress

Father Fitzgerald
was able to translate
Sandy’s grandmother’s medical
diploma from Latin.
It was his last big
genealogical goal…
Accomplished!

YOU CAN NOW “BANK “YOUR DNA
Perman Funeral Home in Shaler,PA has become
the first funeral home in the state to offer DNA
banking services through a company called DNA
Memorial. DNA banking saves the deceased's
DNA and preserves it at room temperature indefinitely.
When people are cremated, their DNA is destroyed. And although bodies can be exhumed
after burial, it's emotionally and financially costly.
DNA degrades at about 400 degrees, and cremation takes place at about 1,800 degrees. DNA
that is stored can be kept forever and analyzed
over and over again as the mysteries of human
genes continue to be uncovered.
The DNA is extracted through a cheek swab or
hair follicle by the funeral director. The sample
then is sent to DNA Memorial's lab and purified,
and the DNA is bonded to a rock-like substance.
That bond is very stable and will last indefinitely.
DNA primarily is saved for medical and genealogical reasons. It can be used for a variety of
things, such as diagnosing hereditary illnesses,
calculating inherited risks for children, finding
biological relatives and identifying a person's
ethnic background.

OUR DEAR SANDY GROVER
PASSED AWAY JANUARY 15
WE WILL MISS HIM!
If you are interested in making a donation to the Society in his name, you
may send it to : Tuolumne County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 3956,
Sonora, CA 95370. Please make it Atten: Sandy Grover Memorial.

DNA banking is the ultimate in family history
for medicine!

SHARES REWARD
CARD TOTAL
NEW YORK NEWSPAPERS— GET LUCKY!
http://fultonhistory.com/my%20photo%20albums/All%20Newspape
rs/index.html

$2984.40
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LOOK AT ALL THESE TREASURES…..
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FIND MY PAST

MORE ABOUT LAND

Have you thought about using “Find My Past” to research
your family in United States, England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Australia and more?

The legal description of a tract of land under the
PLSS [Public Land Survey System] includes the
name of the state, name of the county, township
number, range number, section number, and portion of a section. Sections are customarily surveyed into smaller squares by repeated halving
and quartering. A quarter section is 160 acres
and a "quarter-quarter section" is 40 acr es. In
1832 the smallest area of land that could be acquired was reduced to the 40 acre quarterquarter section, and this size parcel became entrenched in American mythology. After the Civil
War, Freedmen (freed slaves) were reckoned to
be self-sufficient with "40 acres and a mule." In
the 20th century real estate developers preferred
working with 40 acre parcels. The phrases "front
40" and "back 40," referring to farm fields, indicate the front two and back two quarter-quarter
sections of land.

It may be the opportunity to make a
break through. Trying new databases can
uncover facts that you may have never
found at Ancestry or Familysearch. You
can pay using credits for a set price or
unlimited use by the month or year.
There are so many websites collecting
databases now, it might be wise to
choose one or two new ones to broaden out your perspective and see
what’s out there.
www.findmypast.com

WHAT ARE LAND PATENTS?
The U.S. government, after county land had been surveyed into
sections [a section is an area nominally one square mile,

containing 640 acres with 36 sections making up one survey township on a rectangular grid.], offered it for sale at
$1.25 per acres, cash. Some lands were given by the U.S.
to the state as “school land” and these lands were sold by
the state at prices ranging close to $1.25 per acres. The
U.S. or the state gave purchasers of these lands special
deeds called “patents”, and it is with these government
"patents” all private titles for land in the said counties
originated.
During the 1840-50’s thousands of men tramped over the
western lands looking for land that pleased them for
which they could go to the government land office at
Dubuque or some other regional office and make
“original entry” and get the certificate entitling them to a
“land patent.” For these “entries” they paid cash or
turned over land warrants (Bounty Warrants). The patents of record for most lands show whether cash was
paid or land warrant turned in to the government. If a
land warrant was used the patent shows the name of the
soldier and the military service for which it was issued.

One of the reasons for creating sections of 640
acres was the ease of dividing into halves and
quarters while still maintaining a whole number
of acres. A section can be halved seven times in
this way, down to a 5 acres parcel, or half of a
quarter-quarter-quarter section—an easily surveyed 50 square chain area. This system was of
great practical value on the American frontier,
where surveyors often had a shaky grasp of
mathematics and were required to work quickly.
[looking for Indians, I presume…]

NO MATTER THE PRICE
NO MATTER HOW NEW
THE BEST SAFETY DEVICE
IN THE CAR IS YOU
Burma Shave

CEMETERIES AVAILABLE FOR BOLTON, CT ONLINE
The town of Bolton is located in Warren County, New York, on the western shore of Lake George. The historical society has made
databases for twelve cemeteries available on its website. Click the cemetery name link for the alphabetical burial index. The cemetery page may also include a brief history of the cemetery and location information. Click the Inscription link on the cemetery page
to view a transcription of the headstone inscription. http://boltonhistorical.org/cemetery/cemetery.html
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The Daily Republican—(Marion, Iowa)

Wednesday, November 17, 1920
Dr. Charles W. Elliot of Harvard says the short-skirted, low-bodiced evening gowns of today’s women are a
buzz of discussion. Some contend with the professor that modern gowns are vulgar while others assort that
the scantier gowns are more healthful, more hygienic and good-looking than the more voluminous ones.
Miss Francis Star, leading woman in Belasco production “One”..”I think the short skirts are hideous and unlovely. They are certainly not graceful. I do not think, however, they are immoral or indecent. You cannot
judge a woman’s morality by the cut of her gown.”
Mrs. Jane Deeter Rippin, national director of the Girl Scouts, said, “I agree with Dr. Elliot to the extent that
any fashion carried to extreme is vulgar. We teach our girls that their bodies are not Christmas trees on which
to hang a lot of ornaments. After a uniform the next best thing a girl can wear is a simple one-piece dress. I
would not go to the extreme of saying that a short skirt is immodest, but it should remain in its place, for
sports and out-of –doors.” The Girl Scout uniforms are in one piece, and are made with short skirts.
[What would they think today????]

41million UNITED KINGDOM wills opened up online for public viewing
The wills of more than 41million people, some dating back 156 years, are being published on the internet for
the first time in a huge online archive. The database will allow households across the country to view the detailed legacies of past generations, and request copies of many documents that could previously only be accessed by a face-to-face request.
As well as being able to find out about their own relatives’ histories, they will also be able to look up the wills
of famous and influential people of the 19th and 20th centuries, including Sir Winston Churchill and Charles
Dickens. The wills, covering England and W ales and owned by Her Majesty’s Courts and Tribunals Service
were painstakingly scanned in by hand.
Now ministers have expanded the database to cover the years from 1858 – the year Probate Service records
begin – to 1996.Including indexes and source documents, it is one of the country’s largest online resources,
and will complement the public’s growing interest in genealogy. Despite a will being intensely personal, many
people do not realize that it is, barring a few exceptions, a public document. Although they will not be able to
read the wills at their computers for free, users can search the database at home and then buy copies for £10
each.
Log on to www.gov.uk/search-will-probate and cr eate an account.
Choose the section you wish to search – Wills and Probate 1996 to present; Wills and Probate 1858 to 1996;
or Soldiers’ Wills.
There are two search fields – the surname of the deceased and year of death. Both must be filled in. You can
also carry out an advanced search, which requires more information.
Click on ‘Proceed to checkout’ to pay. Some documents take up to ten days to be sent as electronic copies.
The files can be accessed for 31 days.
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Premiere of the Documentary:

88 Days in the Mother Lode, Mark
Twain Finds His Voice
February 14, 2015, Sonora Opera Hall
The Tuolumne County Historical Society will host
the premiere documentary by This ‘n That Films,
about the 88 days Mark Twain spent in Tuolumne
and Calaveras Counties in the winter of 18641865. This FREE event will include crafts and story
time for kids 2:00-5:00 pm. Kids are welcome to
come dressed up like Tom Sawyer, Huck, or
Becky. Fine art by Mother Lode Art Association
and photography by Sonora Photo Club will be on
display 2:00-8:00 pm. Ukes ‘n’ More will provide
entertainment 4:00-5:30 pm. John C. Brown will
discuss the filming of the documentary at 6:30 pm;
followed by the 88 Days in the Mother Lode, Mark
Twain Finds His Voice at 7:00-8:10 pm. Refreshments will be available for purchase by the Tuolumne County Genealogical Society.

BITS & PIECES of STUFF!

CIVIL WAR— The Sons of Union Veterans
of the Civil War (SUVCW) now has created
its Grave Registration Project to document
the final resting places of BOTH Union and
Confederate Civil War veterans. The fullysearchable database is available online and is
free for everyone. The SUVCW web site can
be found at www.suvcw.org.
MASSACHUSETTS—
AmericanAncestors.org has a fr ee collection of Middlesex County Mass. Probate records, made available through a partnership
with the Mass. Supreme Judicial Court Archives. Middlesex is one of the four original
counties in Mass. It originally encompassed
the current Middleses County plus Worcester
and Hampshire County. The collection of
probate records covers about 45,000 cases
between 1648-1871. It includes such things
as wills, guardianships, and administrations….and it’s FREE!
www.americanancestors.org/Search.aspx?
Da=0536

EVER WONDER WHY ALL THOSE
SIGNATURES ON THE DEEDS IN THE DEED
BOOK LOOK ALIKE?
Well….all of those deeds in the deed book from the
1830’s are not originals. They are handwritten transcriptions of the original. The original normally was
given to the person who obtained the property.
It was the clerks job to transcribe the document as accurately as possible, making no changes, even when
errors were obvious.

HERE’S A TIP…
If you can’t read the handwriting...BYU has
online handwriting interpretation tutorials on
their website. Check to see if they have one
for the language you are interested in. All
that “scratch” could actually be the answer
you are looking for…
https://script.byu.edu/Pages/choices.aspx

That’s why in some of those old books the signatures
match the rest of the handwriting. The clerk wrote the
entire thing...and even signed it!

Light travels faster than sound. That's why some people
appear bright until you hear them speak.

Sacred to the memory of
my husband John Barnes
who died January 3, 1803
His comely young widow, aged
23, has many qualifications of
a good wife, and
yearns to be comforted.
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS…
(If you have changed your email address, let
us know)
NEW MEMBERS:
Wanda McCarthy— P.O. Box 11548, Bozeman,
MT 59719-1548, Tel: 406 586-3670,
email: wandamccarthy@yahoo.com
Jeryl Voegtly– P.O. Box 270288, Littleton, CO
80127
Ellen Croom—P.O. Box 945, Jamestown, CA
95327, Email: ellencroom@mlode.com
Kenneth & Pauline White—21098 Apple Valley
Dr., Sonora, CA 95370, Tel: 209 532-2864
Email: uga.8@comcast.net

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
MEETINGS
COMPUTER TECH GROUP
Explore problem areas dealing with computers and
genealogy. Bring your questions and we will discuss them and try to find solutions. We are not
discussing your genealogy problems...just those
relating to the computer!
We meet in the same room and same day as the
regular genealogy meeting but only on the ODD
months. Meeting time is 12:00pm,

Bring a lunch or snack if you like....
Call Judy Herring for information 533-8996

INFORMATION CHANGES:
Noel Phillips - 3263 Vineyard Ave., Spc 25
Pleasanton, CA 94566-6332
AL CALDWELL—Addr. P.O. Box 1429, Twain
Harte, CA 95383

MEMBERSHIP ROSTERS
Membership Rosters are available at the
Museum or by e-mail (send request to tcgsonline@yahoo.com)
If your information is not correct, please let us
know by sending an e-mail message to:
Betty Sparagna, sparagna@sonnet.com
or call Betty at 533-8687.
Thank you for helping us to keep our
Membership Roster up-to-date!

Betty Sparagna, TCGS Registrar
TOTE BAGS

$15 EACH

Next Meeting
March 9

Next Meeting
February 9

THE WRITERS GROUP

Contacts:
Pat Perry at 586-3214
or Marilyn Fullam at 588-9873.
This group meets on EVEN MONTHS except
December. At 12 pm. Meetings are at the
County Library on Greenley Rd.
This is an informal group that meets to share
information and encourage the writing of our
family histories.
You can come and bring your lunch if you’re
working!
Our regular general meeting follows at 2 pm
(during winter hours) in the same room so
plan on staying through.
Come on out!

GREAT FOR SALT LAKE - CARRY YOUR RESEARCH
MATERIAL ANYWHERE!
HUNTER GREEN WITH OUR TCGS LOGO
ON THE SIDE.
ROOMY, WIDE BOTTOM AND SIDES.
Available at Museum Library or Meetings
AVAILABLE AT MEETINGS OR MUSE-
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PLACES TO DO GENEALOGY
RESEARCH LOCALLY


FEBRUARY


LDS Church -

GENERAL MEETING

19481 Hillsdale Dr.

February 9, 2:00pm
Public Library


FAMILY HISTORY CENTER

Sonora 209 536-9206
Hours—Tue, Wed, Thurs

Conference Room
BOARD MEETING
February 16, 9:30 A.M.

10AM to 4 PM &

6:30 PM to 9 PM

Papa’s New Roost


MARCH




TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY LIBRARY

GENERAL MEETING
March 9, 2:00 P.M.

158 W. Bradford St.

Public Library

Sonora 209 532-1317

Conference Room
BOARD MEETING

Hours— Tues, Thurs
10 AM to 4 PM
Sat 10 AM to 3:30 PM

March 16, 9:30 A.M.

Email: tcgsonline@yahoo.com

Papa’s New Roost

Label Language
(Dues Reminder)
Take a look at your Gold Digger label.
If your name is in red and you see either
“12/14”or “1/15 by your name, your
dues are due now. Although you have
60 days to renew your dues, please do
so now..
Fill out the application on the following page



TUOLUMNE COUNTY LIBRARY
480 Greenley Rd.
Sonora 209 533-5507

Hours— Tuesday - Saturday
10 AM to 6 PM
Closed: Sunday, Monday
& Holidays

(if there are no changes, just your
name will do) and mail your check to
the Society’s PO Box 3956 (on the Form ) or give to the Registrar at the next meeting.
If you have already mailed your check for dues, please disregard this notice.

JUDY
Letters to the Editor are always welcome! We’d love to hear from you!
My e-mail address: herring@mlode.com
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TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 3956, Sonora, California 95370-3956
LIBRARY – 158 W. Bradford Street, Sonora
Email: tcgsonline@yahoo.com
ONLY FOR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Name______________________________________________________________________________
P.O. Box or Street Address_____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number
Home________________________________Work__________________________
E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP
Please check box for the type of membership for which you are including a check.
Regular/Individual $20
Family $28

Patron/Organization $50
Life $300 Individual or Married Couple

Make checks payable to TCGS and mail to above PO Box 3956. Canceled check is your receipt.
If you would like a membership card sent to you, please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Yes, I want a membership card. SASE is enclosed.
I No. I don’t want a membership card.
I would like to make a donation to the Society

Amount ______________

Signature of Applicant________________________________
Date___________________________________

NEED WORK
DONE ON YOUR
COMPUTER?
House
calls….
J. C. Systems
18364 Main St.,
Jamestown
209 984-0411
http://www.jcsyste
msconsulting.com/

I trace my family history so I will know who to blame.
Inmates volunteer for family history work, indexing
Inside county jails across Utah, Arizona and Idaho, nearly 2,300 inmates voluntarily meet as family history indexing teams to help organize genealogical records around the world.
Using FamilySearch.org, the inmates view digital images of the genealogical records and enter the
data into a document, which is then compiled into a searchable index and made available for public use.
Computers and software are provided by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and although firewalls prohibit direct access to the Internet, prisoners are able to access microfilms and
flash drives to obtain the documents. In most of the locations, service missionaries assist the inmates in their indexing efforts.
Indexing brings the inmates together in teamwork — like a sporting event. Indexing allows them
to have a positive interaction with one another. Inmates at the facilities also have the opportunity
to do their own family history work if they desire.
The family research gives them a new perspective. They find family members they didn’t even
know about, some as close as grandparents. They then compile all their information in a folder;
some have made books that they give as holiday gifts, or are able to connect with their families in
another way.
All in all, the process is allowing inmates to help themselves and the genealogy community.
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Tuolumne County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 3956
Sonora Ca 95370-3956

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

GOLD DIGGERS is published bi-monthly by Tuolumne County Genealogical Society, 158 W. Bradford St., Sonora / P.O. Box 3956
Sonora, CA 95370-3956, for the benefit of the membership. There is no charge for GOLD DIGGERS

OFFICERS / BOARD MEMBERS

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

President: Susan Strope

Immediate Past President: Kate Baum

Vice-President: Lynne Storm

Ways & Means - Sue Schillerstrom

Recording Secretary: Pixie Bolles

Library Technician: Judy Herring

Treasurer: Kathy Boone

Hospitality: Ellie Day

Registrar: Kate Baum / Betty Sparagna

Publicity: Cheryl Maddox

Library Director: Lori East

Salt Lake City: Rolene Kiesling

Education: Lin Gookin

Programs: Committee

Corresponding Secretary: Dee Baumann

Website Admin.: Bill Koch

Periodical Editor: Betty Sparagna

Parliamentarian: Susan Strope

Newsletter Editor: Judy Herring

Historian - Anthea Neilson
Mentoring Program - Sunny Seidel

MUSEUM/GENEALOGY LIBRARY: 158 W. Bradford St. Phone: 209 532-1317
OPEN: Tuesday & Thursday—10:00 a. m. to 4:00 p. m.
SATURDAY— 10:00 a. m. to 3:30 p. m.

http:/www.tcgsonline.org

email: tcgsonline@yahoo.com
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