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Backing Up Your Genealogy Data
The TCGS General Meeting on February 10, 2014 will be a Webinar presentation on a topic that should definitely interest anyone doing genealogy or any type of research . How do you protect your genealogy research? What
type of backup plan do you use to guarantee that the hundreds (perhaps thousands) of hours you have spent researching,
scanning, writing, printing, and collecting are not wiped out by some unforeseen disaster or mishap. This webinar will
give you some excellent suggestions and information to protect your genealogy data. There is an extensive handout to
accompany the presentation. Pat Perry and Susan Strope have edited the original script so there will be plenty of time
for questions and input from those attending. Join us for an interesting afternoon.

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE WITH SOME PART OF YOUR GENEALOGY
RESEARCH? A BRICK WALL, PERHAPS?
Come to the meeting 30 minutes early and get some help. We have “experts” that
will get you on the right track!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Society Members,
Every New Year signals new beginnings, opportunities and searches for elusive ancestors. It encourages fresh
assaults on brick walls and new approaches to writing family stories. As new technology opens doors to long
hidden information, we are faced with the challenges of keeping pace with an avalanche of research possibilities. While some may leap into the breach without hesitation most of us look for guidance along a safer path
as we venture into new and perhaps uncharted territory.
As TCGS members we know that help is close at hand. We are surrounded by local experts who can guide
members along the path to discovery. We only need to ask. We must clearly make our needs and interests
known. I have not yet met a genealogist who has completed every family search. The more we discover and
the more we know, the more there is to learn.
This year my goal is for Society members to feel that the search, while not complete, has been successful because the Society has provided them with the tools, information, and expertise to reach their yearly goals.
There is a catch: What is it that you need to know? You must let us know your priorities. Our Society is only
as strong as the resolve of the membership to push for answers to it’s questions.
At the February General Meeting I will be asking every member to express his or her opinions as to the kind of
programs they would like to see presented this year. Working together, we could have the best year ever! Let
this New Year be a celebration of our successes and a launching pad for unlimited successes in years to come.
May 2014 and beyond be the best ever!

Susan Strope
GOLDEN ROOTS OF THE
MOTHERLODE
Look for your annual issue of this society publication coming out in February. Editor, Betty
Sparagna has put together a great presentation
“World War I and II - Selective Service”.
The topic covers these events in Tuolumne
County.
Thanks to Brenda Hix and Cheryl Maddox for
their help in finding newspapers, data entry
and proofing for this edition.

HAVE YOU SENT IN YOUR RECIPES FOR THE
COOK BOOK FUNDRAISER…….

If not, why not??

This is a great, easy project. All
we need are TWO of your family recipes along with a picture of the family member that made them and a little blog
about the person and the history of the recipe..
Come on….all of us have something we have loved over
the years. It doesn’t have to be anything really elaborate.
Even if it came from a book...as long as grandma made it
and passed it down, that’s great!

Good Job!

September 1st is the deadline. Books will be ready for
DON’T FORGET…..
You can always come to the Genealogy Library on
Bradford St. and use Ancestry.com & Fold3 on our
computers. Or, you can go to the Family History
Center on Hillsdale Dr. and use it there! Both offer
FREE ACCESS!

Christmas. You can give them as inexpensive gifts and it
will be meaningful to your family. SO GET GOING!
Please type or email, send to: TCGS, PO Box 3956,
Sonora, CA 95370, email: tcgsonline@yahoo.com
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THE LIBRARY CORNER….
Anne (Zimmer) Williams
August 16, 1924 – November 25, 2013
Our library staff and the Tuolumne County Genealogy Society lost a valued and treasured member
when Anne Williams passed away in late November.
In February 1989 Anne’s beloved husband Fred died. Shortly thereafter, her good friend and
neighbor Metta Schafft asked Anne to come and work with her at our genealogy library. Among the
jobs that Anne did for our library was editor of the Golden Roots from 1990-2005, chief writer, colibrary director, researcher, indexer and go to person for any information about our county and it’s
genealogical resources.
Sometimes we think we know a person because we spend time with them but they lived a lot of life
before we knew them. That is very true of Anne. Anne and her husband Fred were active square
dancers in the Bay Area before they retired to Sonora. They actually had three different clubs of
dancers. Fred was the caller and Anne was the Tau. The Tau is the person that teaches the new
people the various dances. She and Fred would demonstrate the different patterns, then Anne with
her long grey ponytail bouncing behind her, would dance with the new members. According to their
friend Mary, they were such a warm and attractive couple that everyone became family in these
clubs. They spent holidays together, traveled to Germany and France and never forgot anyone’s
birthday. When they came to Sonora they built their home from the ground up. Anne was proud of
the home that she and Fred had built together.
Anne was a knowledgeable gardener and could recite the botanical names of all her plants. She was
an avid reader, passionate about history, a recruiter for volunteers for the Carlo De Ferrari archives
and an excellent quilter. She made many quilts for needy families in Tuolumne County. She was a
nature lover, early recycler, not materialistic; giving away to others whatever they needed. Anne was
a good cook, had a delightful laugh and loved to eat pizza. She was down to earth, intelligent, diligent
and happy. We could all depend on Anne to be at the museum every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.
Anne leaves two sons, Bill Williams of Oregon and Steve Williams of Newark, California. She also
leaves a step-granddaughter for whom she used to make dolls and doll clothes.
In our lives there are people who go about their daily work quietly but with purpose. They do not expect nor demand recognition for all that they do. Anne Williams was that kind of person. She is
missed!

Kristine
REMEMBER
TO RECYCLE!
The Genealogical Society has an account at the
Recycle Center on Camage Dr. in Sonora.
When you take your things, ask them to give
your society credit…...
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WEBSITES TO LOOK INTO

NATIONAL ARCHIVES RECORDS

This is a great database! The Civil War Soldiers and Sailors
System (CWSS) is a cooperative effort by the National Park Service (NPS), volunteers from the Mormon Church, Federation of
Genealogical Societies, and United Daughters of the Confederacy. The Web site's data is not restricted to information about
military personnel. It also has sections for politicians, activists,
spies, religious leaders, regiments, battles, prisons, and more, as
well as lengthy descriptions of the social, economic, political,
and military aspects of the war as it impacted all Americans. You
can access the free Civil War Soldiers & Sailors System at:
http://www.civilwar.nps.gov
FamilySearch Adds More Than 4.1 Million Indexed Records
and Images to Collections from Belgium, Canada, Portugal,
and the United States
January 2, 2014 - FamilySearch has added more than 4.1 million indexed records and images to collections from Belgium,
Canada, Portugal, and the United States. Notable collection updates include the 799,816 images from the new U.S., Maryland,
Baltimore Passenger Lists Index, 1820–1897, collection, the
579,177 images from the new U.S., Massachusetts, Boston Passenger Lists Index, 1899–1940, collection, and the 532,591 images from the new U.S., Pennsylvania, Philadelphia Passenger
Lists
Index,
1800-1906,
collection.
www.familysearch.org
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brooklyn
Excellent street map of Brooklyn in 1866

PASSENGER LISTS OF VESSELS ARRIVING AT
NEW YORK 1820-97
Author: United States. Bureau of Customs; United
States. National Archives and Records Service - Record Group 36

Part Three Of A Series…

Land Records (Including Military Bounty
Land Warrants granted soldiers of some wars.)
Also private land claims under the Acts of
1788, 1799, 1803, and 1806 - a Major-General
was granted 1,100 acres of land: a Captain 300;
a Lieutenant, 200; an Ensign, 150; a private,
100. Such lands were known as “Bounty
Lands”, a payment for service in time of war.
Non-commissioned officers and soldiers who
enlisted for five years in the War of 1812
(unless discharged sooner) were covered by the
Act of Dec. 24, 1811. The amount of acreage
was increased in the Act of Dec. 10, 1814, for
non-commissioned officers and soldiers who
enlisted for the war after that date.
Later acts made provision for men who served
in other wars. The Act of March 3, 1855, provided bounty lands for non-commissioned officers and privates who had served at least 14
days in a battle in any war of the U.S. from
1790 to that date. It also provided for any
Revolutionary War soldier who had received
less than 160 acres of land under any of the
former Acts.
These grants accounted for the change of residence of many soldiers as they claimed their
grants, and added to the westward movement in
the early days.
(From The Froghorn Vol. 3, No. 4, Fall 1994)

Available free online at INTERNET ARCHIVE:
https://archive.org/search.php?query=collection%3Avess
elpassengercrewnewyork&sort=-publicdate

UP-COMING MEETING

Description available here (Introductory pamphlet and reel

FEBRUARY - WEBINAR BACKING UP YOUR RECORDS

guide
filmed
at
beginning
of
reel
https://archive.org/details/passengerlistsof0488unit

1)

(The description page shows you dates of arrival and gives reel
numbers, but there doesn't seem to be a way to filter your
search by date. You have to browse the other page for the film
(reel) number you are looking for.) It may take time but it could
be worth your while. Many of these ships have already been
transcribed to the website http://www.immigrantships.net/ but
you can look at the original manifests from the National Archives here at Internet Archive.

PROGRAMS

MARCH - IRISH RESEARCH
APRIL - GERMAN RESEARCH
MAY - ANNUAL ELECTIONS,
POT LUCK LUNCH
JUNE - FINDING YOUR CIVIL
WAR ANCESTOR
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SSDI access now limited
Budget bill bans public access for three years
Yes, the budget bill was signed into law….
No, there wasn’t any Christmas miracle….
Yes, the language that eliminates public access to the Social Security Death Master File — also known as the
Social Security Death Index (SSDI) — for three calendar years after an individual’s death was in the budget
bill when it was signed.
No, nobody crossed out the language exempting the SSDI information from the federal Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).
The budget was signed into law on Thursday of last week, December 26th. It includes that dratted closure of
the SSDI and the exemption of SSDI information from FOIA, sold to Congress on the flimsiest of threads —
as a purported revenue-enhancing measure.
The argument was that it would save up to $60 billion in fraud by preventing identity theft and the filing of
false tax returns (and it won’t) and that it would raise up to $500 million in new revenue by requiring those
who do get access to the information to pay for a certification program (and it might raise at least some portion of that amount).
So where does that leave us, here on what we can all hope is the last bad-news-day of 2013?
Here’s the big immediate impact, and it’s from the fact that the FOIA exemption took effect the minute the
budget bill was signed: genealogists should not — I repeat, we should not — order SS-5 forms (requests for
issuance of a Social Security number) for anyone who has died in the last three years.
The FOIA exemption means that all requests for “information on the name, social security account number,
date of birth, and date of death of deceased individuals maintained by the Commissioner of Social Security”
of people who’ve died in the three calendar years before the request will be denied. So there’s no sense in
wasting our time or money sending in tons of requests for SS-5s on recently-deceased relatives.
The second big effect will be to stop reporting new deaths on the SSDI, and while the law says it won’t take
effect for 90 days from the signing of the law — or 26 March 2014 — it’s unlikely that any updated version
of the SSDI will be available from now on until three calendar years have passed from the date of any individual’s death.
As of today, existing SSDI data that’s online is remaining online. No online service provider has indicated
any intention of pulling any information that’s already available. But new information won’t be available for
some time.
Courtesy of The Legal Genealogist Blog

Belfast, Northern Ireland, The Belfast Newsletter, 1738-1925
(available at Ancestry.com - you will need World Membership)
The Belfast News-Letter began publication in 1737 as the Belfast News-Letter and General Advertiser The copies of the News-Letter contained in this database chronicle almost two centuries of Irish history, including the Great Famine, the country’s own political upheavals, and
World War I, when the paper printed long lists of death notices after actions such as the
famed Ulster Division’s attack during the Battle of the Somme.

(also available for viewing at our Museum or the Family History Center)
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SAD STORY OF A DESPERATE MOTHER HAVING TO GIVE UP A CHILD IN 1891
Could you have this possibility in your family tree? I do. In New York between 1880 and 1900, I have
three children that simply disappear. I know that two were put in orphanages. Probably, the third child
was also, or she was given out to someone to raise. I know that the families of two went on to raise other
children. This parental situation must have been similar to the woman in the letter. My children never appear in a census with the family. One was later put on the Orphan Train and sent to Kansas where she
was raised by a wonderful couple. She eventually went back to where she was born. After putting an ad
in the newspaper, she was reunited with her birth family. Another, wound up with her birth family (the
same family) around 1900 when she was 15 years old. My mother’s mother, the third child was raised in
a New York City catholic orphanage. Which one, I have no idea. I do believe her parents had died when
she was about three, but am not sure….perhaps her mother was like the woman in the letter….just couldn’t support herself, let alone a child. So...if you have missing children, check the orphanage records in
the area where they disappeared. You may turn up something interesting!
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WHAT'S THIS????
Your Life. Engraved In Stone.
As technology rapidly advances, we’re living longer, doing more, creating more memories and recording more
data. Every scrapbooker, business owner, photographer, every person fears losing the legacy they have spent
their lifetime creating. M-DISC™ eliminates that fear. Once written, your documents, medical records, photos, videos and data will last up to 1,000 years. “Just M-Disc™ and Forget It!”
M-DISC™ is the only data storage solution to withstand rigorous
testing by the U.S. Department of Defense. Even today’s leading
archival optical discs weren’t up to the challenge. M-DISC™ is
resistant to extreme conditions of light, temperature, humidity and
more. M-DISC™ cannot be overwritten, erased or corrupted by
natural processes. Best of all, it’s compatible with any DVD
drive, so you can access your data anywhere, anytime.
M-DISC™ Multi-Pack - $29.99 plus shipping (10 PACK)

CHECK IT OUT - JUST MADE FOR THE GENEALOGIST!
http://www.mdisc.com/what-is-mdisc/

Preserving Your Family History Records Digitally
WHAT IS DIGITAL PRESERVATION?
It is NOT merely backing up your data! Backup only provides near-term protection of your digital records.
Rather, digital preservation is a process that involves storing digital records (i) with descriptive information
(ii) for a very long time (iii) in multiple locations (iv) at the highest resolution you can afford; (v) periodically
migrating the records to new storage media in order to prevent data loss or the inability to read the data; (vi)
changing file formats before they become obsolete; and (vii) providing access to your digital collection now
and in the future.
Going beyond backup, digital preservation provides long-term protection of your digital records
Digital preservation should not replace physical preservation of your family history records. Rather, it should
be used to augment and enhance physical preservation. This article presents numerous ways how digital preservation can do this.
Preserving your family history records digitally can be both enjoyable and satisfying. Get started now—don’t
put it off. Encourage your friends and family to get started too. As you do the labor of love required to preserve these records digitally, you can expect to have an uplifting spiritual experience as you connect with your
memories and your ancestors. And best of all, you’ll be able to sleep better at night.
Visit FamilySearch Blog - Tech Tips (https://familysearch.org/blog/en/techtips/) and read the series of three
articles on Preserving Your Family History Records Digitally.

Here lies Lester Moore
Four slugs from a .44
No Les No More.
Buried at Boot Hill Cemetery in Tombstone, Arizona
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THIS LOOKS LIKE A GREAT SEMINAR. LET’S TRY AND GET A GOOD GROUP TO GO
AND SUPPORT OUR NEIGHBORS IN CALAVERAS. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE A
RIDE, CALL OR EMAIL US AT THE MUSEUM AND SIGN UP.
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS…
(If you have changed your email address, let

us know)
NEW MEMBERS:
INFO CHANGE:

MEMBERSHIP ROSTERS
Membership Rosters are available at the
Museum or by e-mail (send request to
tcgsonline@yahoo.com)

SAVE MART SHARES
For all of you that faithfully use your
SHARES CARD at Save Mart
markets, you will be happy to know
that our grand total is now up to

$ 2,092.56
If you don’t have a card you can
pick one up at a meeting or at the
museum.
It really does add up!

If your information is not correct, please let
us know by sending an e-mail message to:
Betty Sparagna, sparagna@sonnet.com
or call Betty at 533-8687.
Thank you for helping us to keep our

Next Meeting
February 10

Membership Roster up-to-date!

Betty Sparagna, TCGS Registrar
THE WRITERS GROUP
DROPBOX - A SMART WAY TO BACK UP
YOUR IMPORTANT GENEALOGY FILES
Dropbox is a great free service that helps you keep
your files safe, synced and accessible from anywhere.
Dropbox is like a regular folder on your computer
where you can keep stuff, but has a magical twist –
every file that you put in your Dropbox is automatically backed up to the cloud to keep it completely safe
and secure.
Once you start putting your files in Dropbox:
•
•
•

The files will be backed up and kept safe.
You’ll be able to access them from any computer or smartphone.
You can easily share stuff with other people.
Sign up - www.Dropbox.com
Good "how to use" websites:
www.wikihow.com/Start-Using-Dropbox
www.dropbox.com/help/73/en

Contacts:
Pat Perry at 586-3214
or Marilyn Fullam at 588-9873.
This group meets on EVEN MONTHS except
December. At 12 pm. Meetings are at the
County Library on Greenley Rd.
This is an informal group that meets to share
information and encourage the writing of our
family histories.
You can come and bring your lunch if you’re
working!
Our regular general meeting follows at 2 pm
(during winter hours) in the same room so
plan on staying through.
Come on out!
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PLACES TO DO GENEALOGY
RESEARCH LOCALLY

•

FEBRUARY
•

LDS Church -

GENERAL MEETING

19481 Hillsdale Dr.

February 10, 2:00 P.M.

Sonora 209 536-9206

Public Library

Hours—Tue, Wed, Thurs

Conference Room
•

FAMILY HISTORY CENTER

10AM to 4 PM &

BOARD MEETING

6:30 PM to 9 PM

February 17, 9:30 A.M.
Papa’s New Roost

•

MARCH
•

SOCIETY LIBRARY

GENERAL MEETING

158 W. Bradford St.

March 10, 2:00 P.M.

Sonora 209 532-1317

Public Library

Hours— Tues, Thurs
10 AM to 4 PM

Conference Room
•

TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL

Sat 10 AM to 3:30 PM

BOARD MEETING

Email: tcgsonline@yahoo.com

March 17, 9:30 A.M.
Papa’s New Roost

Label Language (Dues Re-

•

TUOLUMNE COUNTY LIBRARY

minder)

480 Greenley Rd.

Take a look at your Gold Digger label.
If your name is in red and you see either
“12/13”or “1/14” by your name, your
dues are due now. Although you have
60 days to renew your dues, please do
so now..

Sonora 209 533-5507

Fill out the application on the following page

Hours— Tuesday - Saturday
10 AM to 6 PM
Closed: Sunday, Monday
& Holidays

(if there are no changes, just your
name will do) and mail your check to
the Society’s PO Box 3956 (on the Form ) or give to the Registrar at the next meeting.
If you have already mailed your check for dues, please disregard this notice.

JUDY
Letters to the Editor are always welcome! We’d love to hear from you!
My e-mail address: herring@mlode.com
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TUOLUMNE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 3956, Sonora, California 95370-3956
LIBRARY – 158 W. Bradford Street, Sonora
Email: tcgsonline@yahoo.com
ONLY FOR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Name______________________________________________________________________________
P.O. Box or Street Address_____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number Home________________________________Work__________________________
E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP
Please check box for the type of membership for which you are including a check.
Regular/Individual $20
Family $28

Patron/Organization $50
Life $300 Individual or Married Couple

Make checks payable to TCGS and mail to above PO Box 3956. Canceled check is your receipt.
If you would like a membership card sent to you, please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Yes, I want a membership card. SASE is enclosed.
I No. I don’t want a membership card.
I would like to make a donation to the Society

Amount ______________

Signature of Applicant________________________________
Date___________________________________
TIPS FOR GOOGLING…
NEED WORK
DONE ON YOUR

•

Quickly search entire web pages. Use
your web browser’s “Find” function
(under Edit or CTL+F) to quickly
jump from occurrence to occurrence of
the term you select.

•

If a promising web site lacks a search
box on its home page, you don’t have
to manually search each page for ancestors. Google can look at all the
pages of the site in a single search: example
“Elijah
james”
site:www.rootsweb.com.
It only
works for Visible Web. (Search Engines can only see the “Visible Internet”. “Invisible Internet sites use their
own search eng. (www.ancestry.com,
www.familysearch.org)

COMPUTER?
House
calls….
J. C. Systems
18364 Main St.,
Jamestown
209 984-0411
http://www.jcsyste
msconsulting.com/
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Tuolumne County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 3956
Sonora Ca 95370-3956

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

GOLD DIGGERS is published bi-monthly by Tuolumne County Genealogical Society, 158 W. Bradford St., Sonora / P.O. Box 3956
Sonora, CA 95370-3956, for the benefit of the membership. There is no charge for GOLD DIGGERS

OFFICERS / BOARD MEMBERS

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

President: Susan Strope

Immediate Past President: Kate Baum

Vice-President: Dee Baumann

Ways & Means - Sue Schillerstrom

Recording Secretary: Pixie Bolles

Library Technician: Judy Herring

Treasurer: Kathy Boone

Hospitality: Ellie Day

Registrar: Kate Baum / Betty Sparagna

Publicity: Cheryl Maddox

Library Director: Lori East

Salt Lake City: Rolene Kiesling

Education: Lin Gookin

Programs: Committee

Corresponding Secretary: Cheryl Maddox

Website Admin.: Bill Koch

Periodical Editor: Betty Sparagna

Parliamentarian: Susan Strope

Newsletter Editor: Judy Herring

Historian - Anthea Neilson
Mentoring Program - Sunny Seidel

MUSEUM/GENEALOGY LIBRARY: 158 W. Bradford St. Phone: 209 532-1317
OPEN: Tuesday & Thursday—10:00 a. m. to 4:00 p. m.
SATURDAY— 10:00 a. m. to 3:30 p. m.

http:/www.tcgsonline.org

email: tcgsonline@yahoo.com
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